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WHY DO CATHOLICS ... ? is our new 
feature.
Have you always wondered about some 
aspect of the faith? 
Or maybe you’d like to know some trivia 
about Pope Benedict. 

Rules: Send entries to:

Why Do Catholics ... ?		
Attn: Editorial Department 
P.O. Box 100699 
Irondale, AL 35210
editor@ewtn.com

LETTERS The Register welcomes 
your feedback. Mention which item 
you’re responding to by headline 
and issue date. Please include 
your name, hometown and phone 
number.  Address letters to:

Letters to the Editor 		
Attn: Editor 
P.O. Box 100699 
Irondale, AL 35210
editor@ewtn.com

How Do They Fare on Pro-Life Issues?

BY REGI STER  STAFF

WASHINGTON — Catholics made up about 
31% of the members of Congress, as the 114th 
Congress began. According to the Pew Research 
Center, 142 members of the House of 
Representatives (32.6%) and 26 senators (26%) 
identify themselves as Eastern or Latin-rite 
Catholic; 83 are Republicans, and 85 are 
Democrats. 

Listed is the percentage of the 
occasions, measured by the National Right 
to Life Committee (NRLC), on which the 
lawmaker was present for a roll call on a 
pro-life issue during the 113th Congress 
and voted in accord with NRLC’s 
position. Absences do not affect a 
lawmaker’s score.

Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H. (100%)

John Hoeven, R-N.D. (100%)

Jim Risch, R-Idaho (100%)

Marco Rubio, R-Fla. (100%)

Patrick Toomey, R-Pa. (100%)

David Vitter, R-La. (100%)

Joe Manchin III, D-W.Va. (50%)

Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska (50%)

Susan Collins, R-Maine (40%)

Bob Casey, D-Pa. (20%)

Joe Donnelly, D-Ind. (20%)

Maria Cantwell, D-Wash. (0%)

Richard Durbin, D-Ill. (0%)

Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y. (0%)

Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D. (0%)

Tim Kaine, D-Va. (0%)

Patrick Leahy, D-Vt. (0%)

Edward Markey, D-Mass. (0%)

Claire McCaskill, D-Mo. (0%)

Robert Menendez, D-N.J. (0%)

Barbara Mikulski, D-Md. (0%)

Patty Murray, D-Wash. (0%)

Jack Reed, D-R.I. (0%)

*Michael Rounds, R-S.D.

*Dan Sullivan, R-Alaska

*Thom Tillis, R-N.C.

Senate (26)

House of Representatives (142)

**Justin Amash, R-Mich. (100%)

Lou Barletta, R-Pa. (100%)

Dan Benishek, R-Mich. (100%)

**Gus Bilirakis, R-Fla. (100%)

Kevin Brady, R-Texas (100%)

Susan Brooks, R-Ind. (100%)

Steve Chabot, R-Ohio (100%)

Chris Collins, R-N.Y. (100%)

Paul Cook, R-Calif. (100%)

Rodney Davis, R-Ill. (100%)

Ron DeSantis, R-Fla. (100%)

Mario Diaz-Balart, R-Fla. (100%)

Sean Duffy, R-Wis. (100%)

Renee Ellmers, R-N.C. (100%)

Michael Fitzpatrick, R-Pa. (100%)

Chuck Fleischmann, R-Tenn. (100%)

Jeff Fortenberry, R-Neb. (100%)

Virginia Foxx, R-N.C. (100%)

Paul Gosar, R-Ariz. (100%)

***Michael Grimm, R-N.Y. (100%)

Andy Harris, R-Md. (100%)

Joe Heck, R-Nev. (100%)

Tim Huelskamp, R-Kan. (100%)

**Darrell Issa, R-Calif. (100%)

Walter Jones, R-N.C. (100%)

Mike Kelly, R-Pa. (100%)

Peter King, R-N.Y. (100%)

Steve King, R-Iowa (100%)

Leonard Lance, R-N.J. (100%)

Bob Latta, R-Ohio (100%)

Frank LoBiondo, R-N.J. (100%)

Blaine Luetkemeyer, R-Mo. (100%)

Tom Marino, R-Pa. (100%)

Michael McCaul, R-Texas (100%)

Patrick McHenry, R-N.C. (100%)

Patrick Meehan, R-Pa. (100%)

Mick Mulvaney, R-S.C. (100%)

Tim Murphy, R-Pa. (100%)

Devin Nunes, R-Calif. (100%)

Steven Palazzo, R-Miss. (100%)

Tom Reed, R-N.Y. (100%)

James Renacci, R-Ohio (100%)

Todd Rokita, R-Ind. (100%)

Tom Rooney, R-Fla. (100%)

Keith Rothfus, R-Pa. (100%)

Ed Royce, R-Calif. (100%)

Paul Ryan, R-Wis. (100%)

Steve Scalise, R-La. (100%)

David Schweikert, R-Ariz. (100%)

Chris Smith, R-N.J. (100%)

Pat Tiberi, R-Ohio (100%)

David Valadao, R-Calif. (100%)

Ann Wagner, R-Mo. (100%)

Brad Wenstrup, R-Ohio (100%)

Ted Yoho, R-Fla. (100%)

John Boehner, R-Ohio #

Chris Gibson, R-N.Y. (75%)

Henry Cuellar, D-Texas (50%)

Daniel Lipinski, D-Ill. (50%)

Richard Hanna, R-N.Y. (25%)

Xavier Becerra, D-Calif. (0%)

Robert Brady, D-Pa. (0%)

Cheri Bustos, D-Ill. (0%)

Michael Capuano, D-Mass. (0%)

John Carney, D-Del. (0%)

Matt Cartwright, D-Pa. (0%)

Joaquin Castro, D-Texas (0%) 

William Clay, D-Mo. (0%)

Gerald Connolly, D-Va. (0%)

Joe Courtney, D-Conn. (0%)

Joseph Crowley, D-N.Y. (0%)

Peter DeFazio, D-Ore. (0%)

John Delaney, D-Md. (0%)

Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn. (0%)

Mike Doyle, D-Pa. (0%)

Anna Eshoo, D-Calif. (0%)

Raul Grijalva, D-Ariz. (0%)

Michelle Lujan Grisham, D-N.M. (0%)

Luis V. Gutierrez, D-Ill. (0%)

Brian Higgins, D-N.Y. (0%)

Ruben Hinojosa, D-Texas (0%)

Marcy Kaptur, D-Ohio (0%)

William Keating, D-Mass. (0%)

Joseph Kennedy III, D-Mass. (0%)

Dan Kildee, D-Mich. (0%)

Ann Kirkpatrick, D-Ariz. (0%)

Jim Langevin, D-R.I. (0%)

John Larson, D-Conn. (0%)

Ben Lujan, D-N.M. (0%)

Stephen Lynch, D-Mass. (0%)

Sean Maloney, D-N.Y. (0%)

Betty McCollum, D-Minn. (0%)

Jim McGovern, D-Mass. (0%)

Jerry McNerney, D-Calif. (0%)

Patrick Murphy, D-Fla. (0%)

Grace Napolitano, D-Calif. (0%)

Richard Neal, D-Mass. (0%)

Rick Nolan, D-Minn. (0%)

Beto O’Rourke, D-Texas (0%)

Frank Pallone Jr., D-N.J. (0%)

Bill Pascrell Jr., D-N.J. (0%)

Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif. (0%)

Charles Rangel, D-N.Y. (0%)

Lucille Roybal-Allard, D-Calif. (0%)

Tim Ryan, D-Ohio (0%)

Linda Sanchez, D-Calif. (0%)

Loretta Sanchez, D-Calif. (0%)

**John Sarbanes, D-Md. (0%)

Jose Serrano, D-N.Y. (0%)

Albio Sires, D-N.J. (0%)

Jackie Speier, D-Calif. (0%)

Mike Thompson, D-Calif. (0%)

**Dina Titus, D-Nev. (0%)

Paul Tonko, D-N.Y. (0%)

Juan Vargas, D-Calif. (0%)

Filemon Vela, D-Texas (0%)

Nydia Velazquez, D-N.Y. (0%)

Peter Visclosky, D-Ind. (0%)

Peter Welch, D-Vt. (0%)

*Brendan Boyle, D-Pa.

*Barbara Comstock, R-Va.

*Jim Costa, D-Calif.

*Carlos Curbelo, R-Fla.

*Mark DeSaulnier, D-Calif.

*Debbie Dingell, D-Mich.

*Tom Emmer, R-Minn.

*Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz.

*Garret Graves, R-La.

*Frank Guinta, R-N.H.

*French Hill, R-Ark.

*David Joyce, R-Ohio

*John Katko, R-N.Y.

*Steve Knight, R-Calif.

*Ted Lieu, D-Calif.

*Alex Mooney, R-W.Va.

*Bruce Poliquin, R-Maine

*John Ratcliffe, R-Texas

*Kathleen Rice, D-N.Y.

*Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y.

*Norma Torres, D-Calif.

*Dave Trott, R-Mich.

*Mimi Walters, R-Calif.

Meet the Catholics on Capitol Hill 2015
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The official song for World 
Youth Day Krakow 2016, inspired 
by the theme “Blessed Are the 
Merciful,” was premiered in the 
city on Jan. 6.

The official debut of the song 
took place at the conclusion of the 
traditional procession of the Magi 
to mark the Solemnity of the 
Epiphany.

According to the WYD 2016 
website, the song was composed by 
Jakub Blycharz, “a lawyer by edu-
cation, a musician by passion.” He 
is the author of several other litur-
gical compositions, including 
Dobry Jest Pan (Good Is the Lord), 
Bonum Est Praestolari (It Is Good 
to Wait) and Uczta Baranka (The 
Feast of the Lamb).

Scheduled for July 25-Aug. 1, 
2016, the upcoming World Youth 
Day is expected to attract swarms 
of pilgrims from around the globe.

The song for the gathering 
begins with words from Psalm 121, 
which convey “the certainty that 

our merciful Lord watches over us 
and will fulfill his promise to be 
with us ‘now and forever.’ Already, 
in the first verse — based on the 
words of the Old Testament — 
God is defined as merciful,” the 
website explains.

The second verse refers to the 
Parable of the Lost Sheep in the 
Gospel of Luke, “giving us the hope 
that God does not tire of seeking to 
bring man to the fullness of life. In 
this parable, Jesus assures us that a 
sinner’s conversion brings great joy 
to heaven.”

Reflecting the fifth beatitude, 
the chorus picks up the theme of 

World Youth Day 2016: “Blessed 
Are the Merciful, for They Will 
Receive Mercy.” This is the mes-
sage of World Youth Day in Kra-
kow, the city from which St. Faus-
tina Kowalska spread the Divine 
Mercy devotion.

The third verse is inspired by 
Psalm 130: “If you should mark our 
sins, Lord, who could stand? But in 
you is found forgiveness, that you 
may be revered.”

The fourth verse speaks about 
salvation in Christ and the need to 
accept him as Redeemer and Lord, 
and the bridge is an invitation to 
have faith and trust in the Lord, 
who has truly risen.

Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz of 
Krakow was present for the perfor-
mance, along with Blycharz. The 
initial version of the song is sung by 
Katarzyna Bogusz, Alexandra 
Maciejewska and Przemek Klecz-
kowski, with a 50-voice choir and an 
orchestra led by Hubert Kowalski.

CNA/EWTN News

Official Song for WYD 2016 
Makes Its Debut in Krakow

Paris Mourns
Following a terrorist attack on a satirical magazine, 
religious leaders condemn the atrocity. 

World, page 4

Class Controversy
John McAdams is being investigated by Marquette 
University after criticizing another teacher who 
promoted same-sex ‘marriage.’

Education, page 11

WASHINGTON — On Jan. 13, 
Americans United for Life (AUL) 
released its “2015 Life List” after 
analyzing pro-life progress made 
legislatively or in litigation in 2014. 
The list takes into account the 50 
states’ overall advances since Roe 
v. Wade toward rebuilding a cul-

ture of life, AUL reported.
No. 1 for the sixth year in a row is 

Louisiana, followed by Mississippi, 
Kansas, Oklahoma and Arkansas.

Said Charmaine Yoest, AUL’s 
president and CEO, “In the last 
four years, states have enacted 
more than 200 pro-life laws pro-
tecting women and girls from abor-
tion-industry abuses. … Legislators 
and pro-life Americans worked 
together at the state level nation-
wide to protect women and girls 
from an abortion industry that puts 

profits over people.”
The worst states on life issues, 

according to AUL, are: Washing-
ton, for the sixth year, followed by 
Vermont (which legalized assisted 
suicide in  2014), Oregon, California 
and New Jersey.

States for 
Life

New Cardinals 
Next month, Pope Francis will hold another 
consistory. See who will receive a red hat.

Vatican, page 5

Symbolon™ is a stunning new video series that 
systematically presents the BIG picture of the Catholic 
Faith. Filmed on location in Rome, the Holy Land, 
Calcutta, and elsewhere, dozens of nationally-known 
teachers such as Johnnette Benkovic, Leah Darrow, 
Jason and Crystalina Evert, Tim Gray, Edward Sri, 
and Chris Stefanick clearly present the beauty and 
brilliance of Catholicism. Symbolon™ is perfect
for group or individual learning.

FROM THE

Participant Guides
Part 1 (S:PGU-P) .......72 pp., $24.95
Part 2 (S:LFPGU-P) ...72 pp., $24.95

Participant Kits
Supercharge your experience of 
Symbolon™ with this Participant 
Kit, which Includes DVDs and the 
corresponding Participant Guide.

Part 1 (S:CSET-X) .................. $115.95
Part 2 (S:LFCSET-X) .............. $115.95
Complete kit (S:CCSET-X) .... $225.95

 EP. 1 The Journey of Faith
 EP. 2 Divine Revelation
 EP. 3 The Bible
 EP. 4 The Story of Salvation
 EP. 5 Who is Jesus?
 EP. 6 The Paschal Mystery
 EP. 7 The Holy Spirit and the Life of Grace
 EP. 8 Why Do I Need the Church?
 EP. 9 Mary and the Saints
 EP. 10 The Last Things

 EP. 1 The Sacraments
 EP. 2 The Eucharist
 EP. 3 Walk Through the Mass
 EP. 4 Penance and Anointing of the Sick
 EP. 5 Matrimony and Holy Orders
 EP. 6 A Catholic Moral Vision
 EP. 7 A Love that Lasts (part 1)
 EP. 8 A Love that Lasts (part 2)
 EP. 9 Catholic Social Teaching (part 1)
 EP. 10 Catholic Social Teaching (part 2)

SYMBOLON™: The Catholic Faith Explained  PART 1

SYMBOLON™: The Catholic Faith Explained  PART 2

Consumer Edition (S:CE-M) ... 5 DVDs, $99.95
Parish Edition (S:PE-M) .......... 5 DVDs, $99.95

Part 2 (S:LF-M) ........................ 5 DVDs, $99.95

Leader Guides
Part 1 (S:LGU-P)......136 pp., $49.95
Part 2 (S:LFLGU-P) ..136 pp., $49.95

Leader Kits
This comprehensive package includes 
everything a leader needs to present 
Symbolon™ to a group: DVDs, Leader 
Guides, and Participant Guides.

Part 1 (S:PSET-X) .................. $169.95
Part 2 (S:LFPSET-X)............... $169.95
Complete kit (S:CPSET-X) .... $329.95

PURCHASE PARTS 1 AND 2 (S:DSET-X) FOR JUST $189.95!

Learn more at SymbolonIP.com
Individual customer orders: 800-651-1531

School orders, parish orders, or questions: 866-431-1531

*Congressional freshman 
** Eastern-rite Catholic 

***Announced his resignation, 
effective Jan. 5

# Speaker of the House 
(usually does not vote)


