
To better fulfill our mission  of equipping Catholics with the 

knowledge and confidence to engage the modern culture, we’ve made the 

Register even better. The new look of the National Catholic Register will 

make the newspaper more modern, engaging and exciting for our readers. 

The changes include an easier-to-read type, and more distinct image for 

each section of the paper.

A New Year,
A New Register
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“If you like a Catholic paper with snap, vigor, 

courage, here it is. If you like one that is easy to read, 

here it is. If you like one that will always be loyal to 

the Church and that has no selfish axe to grind, here 

it is.”

Those are the words of Msgr. Matthew Smith, 

founder of The Register, written nearly 80 years ago 

in the inaugural issue. In those years, the National 

Catholic Register has delivered to its readers timely 

reporting from around the world, across the United 

States and from the Vatican. Today, we take Msgr. 

Smith’s words and put them into action. 

The newly redesigned paper you now have is 

the result of our continued commitment to the vision 

of Msgr. Smith. We’ve worked with today’s leading 

experts in newspaper design to give the paper a more 

visual impact and style. The result of those efforts is 

what you see in the first issue you hold in your hands. 

All of the great content that the Register is known 

for is still here. The purpose of this guide is to show 

where to find all the features and sections that you 

want to read.  For more information, go to ncregister.

com/redesign.
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How 2006 Changed Us
year-in-review   section a

BY TIM DR AKE
R E G I S T E R  S E N I O R  W R I T E R

Over the course of its history, 
the Register has seen six major 
design changes. Prior to the new 
design, making its debut in this 
issue, it had existed in the same 
form since 1995.

At the heart of the new design 
was an effort to make the newspa-
per read better (see “How to Read 
the Register” inside the Culture of 
Life section).

“We felt the image wasn’t in 
sync with the content,” said Joseph 
Hilliman, art and production direc-
tor. He said the primary goal was to 
address the “visual hierarchy” of 
the publication — what stories and 
sections appear to be most impor-
tant.

“And we wanted to enhance its 
overall image,” he said. 

As part of the redesign, the 
Register enlisted the assistance of 
leading experts in publishing, such 
as Garcia Media, an international 
publishing consultant group that 
has been responsible for redesigns 
of the Wall Street Journal and 
numerous other papers. With the 
use of our new typeface Poynter 
Gothic Oldstyle text developed by 
the Poynter Institute, the Register 
is now easier-to-read.

CONTINUES ON PAGE 12
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2006 was a big year for 
Dan ‘Da Vinci Code’ Brown. 
What does he really believe?
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The redesign of the Register is 
fi nally here. We’ve included a 

guide to the changes inside the 
Culture of Life section.

BY TIM DR AKE
R E G I S T E R  S E N I O R  W R I T E R

NORTH HAVEN, Conn. — 
Newspapers are having a tough 
time surviving in this Internet 
age. Readership is declining 
when people can get their news 
and information online.

But as the Register begins its 80th year 
anniversary celebrations, its subscriber 
base has only grown in the past few years.

Legionary Father Owen Kearns thinks he 
knows why. Facing an increasingly secular 
world, Catholics need guidance like never 
before. 

Father Kearns, an Irish priest who is a 
longtime resident of the United States is edi-

tor in chief and publisher of the Register, and 
he has overseen a two-year process to bring 
a fresh look to its pages. But he’s been direct-
ing its spirited approach to reporting the 
news for more than a decade.

This issue of the Register debuts a new 
design for the paper to mark the Register’s 80 
years of serving Catholics in the United 
States.

While the paper has a new look, in many 
ways it is reconnecting with its past and with 
the vision of Msgr. Matthew Smith, the Reg-
ister’s founder. 

“For him it was a very newsy newspaper,” 
Father Kearns said. “The redesign will allow 
us to do more stories. The classic look 
emphasizes the longevity of the newspaper 

and that it has 80 years under its belt.”
That longevity — and the prestige it 

enjoys among many Catholics — has made it 
a publication that’s read by laypeople, reli-
gious, priests and bishops. It is made avail-
able to both the bishops and people working 
in the Vatican free of charge as a gift funded 
by Register readers.

“Two-thirds of the American bishops 
receive the newspaper,” said Father Kearns. 
“Practically all of the English speakers in the 
Vatican receive the newspaper hand-deliv-
ered to their offices.”

One bishop feels a special connection to 
the paper. 

“The Register started in Colorado with 

SAM BROWNBACK knows one 
way to rebound after his Repub-
lican Party suffered defeats in 
2006. He is planning a run for 
president.

The Republican senator 
from Kansas announced in 
December that “after much 
prayerful consideration” he 
will consider seeking the nom-
ination for the presidency in 
2008, in part because he’s con-
cerned that the family is disin-
tegrating. A 2002 convert to 
the Catholic faith, Brownback 
was first elected to the House 
of Representatives in 1994 and 
elected to the Senate two years 
later. 

He recently spoke with Reg-
ister senior writer Tim Drake.

What do you make of the 
2006 midterm election results?

The Republican Party got 
whipped; there’s no question 
about it. I believe strongly that 
the three key factors were the 
war in Iraq, corruption, and the 
cycle we are in of the last mid-
term of a president’s second 
four-year term. That’s typically 
a time when the party in power 
loses a substantial number of 

seats. That led to the defeat.
The good news is that the 

basic ideas that the Republi-
cans have stood for were not 
repudiated. If anything was 
repudiated, it was our lack of 
carrying through on those 
basic principles. A number of 
people on the Democratic side 
supported marriage, and they 
certainly didn’t run on raising 
taxes.

Tell me about your decision 
to seek the Republican presiden-
tial nomination.

We’re still in the explor-
atory phase. We formed a com-
mittee and are traveling. In my 
heart of hearts what I’m inter-
ested in pursuing is saving and 
improving lives and rebuilding 
families and renewing this cul-
ture. That is the message I’ve 
been discussing, and I’m trying 
to determine its resonance. My 

BY TOM MC FE E LY
C O N T R I B U T I N G  E D I T O R

WASHINGTON — The political 
map changed drastically in 2006 as 
Democrats won control of Congress 
and many governor mansions.

But when John DiIulio Jr. looks 
at a political map of the United 
States he doesn’t see Republican 
Red or Democratic Blue.

Instead, the former director of 
President Bush’s Office of Faith-
Based Programs sees purple — the 
red-blue mixture of political atti-
tudes held by the “pro-life, pro-fam-
ily and pro-poor” majority of Amer-
ican voters. That majority, accord-
ing to DiIulio, was responsible for 
much of the Democrats’ gains in the 
November midterm elections.

“There’s no way you would have 
had the success they had if they 
hadn’t fielded (pro-life and pro-
family) candidates,” said DiIulio, a 
pro-life Democrat who now teaches 
political science at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

So now, with their mid-term 
victory in hand, what are the pros-
pects that Democrats will seek to 
cement those electoral gains by 
shifting collectively towards a more 
life-, family- and faith-friendly plat-
form?

Kristen Day, executive director 
of Democrats for Life of America, 
said that Congressional Democrats 
are more pro-life already. 

In the House, Democrats for Life 
said seven additional pro-life Dem-
ocrats were elected: Heath Shuler in 
North Carolina; Charlie Wilson in 
Ohio; Jason Altmire and Chris Car-
ney in Pennsylvania; and Joe Don-
nelly, Brad Ellsworth and Baron Hill 
in Indiana. Day said her organiza-
tion now identifies about 36 House 
Democrats as pro-life.

In the Senate, Day hailed the 
victory in Pennsylvania of Bob 

BY FATH E R R AYMON D J .  DE SOUZ A
R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

Two images, both unexpected, 
dominated the year for Pope Bene-
dict XVI. 

The first was iconic in a malevo-
lent sense, with fanatical Muslims 
burning him in effigy after his 
Regensburg lecture. The second 
was iconic and irenic: the Holy 
Father praying in the Blue Mosque 
of Istanbul.

The papal year began with the 
release of the encyclical Deus Cari-
tas Est (God Is Love ) and much of 
what happened afterward would 
test the limits of papal charity.

The Holy Father’s decision, only 
a few months after his election, to 
request a special meeting with Mus-
lim leaders in Cologne already sig-
naled that he considered Christian-
Muslim relations, especially in 
Europe, to be an issue in need of sig-
nificant attention. 

That meeting was full of warm 
exchanges and respect, a notable 
achievement in a Europe where 
there are often social tensions with 
the large Muslim minorities in Ger-

“The Pope has shown that you can raise 

all the hard issues without being 

aggressive, and … in a way that cuts to 

their theological roots.”

— George Weigel, Page 5
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The Pope and the Witch’

Students are getting ready to 
put on an anti-Catholic play at 
the University of Minnesota.
Books & Education, Page 11

Mutual Admiration

The Register also helps those 
who help themselves.
In Depth, Page 8

Our Oldest (and
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After $32 million and six 
years, Baltimore unveils a 
piece of American Catholic 
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Pope Benedict XVI arrives to lead a liturgy of Vespers on the eve of Pentecost Sunday in San Peter’s Square at the Vatican June 3. 2006 (Photo By Stefano Spaziani)

Fr. Owen Kearns

The Name Jesus

The Church pays its 
respects a dozen ways this 
season, but why all the 
fuss over a simple name?
Culture of Life, B1

ARTS,  B3

Worthwhile new-to-DVD 
releases have film buffs 
scrambling to catch up

Our new visual presenta-
tion of the front page will 
present readers a 
more distinctively unique 
visual identity that 
embodies excellence, so-
phistication and quality. 
Our new look will provide 
better page, graphic and 
story design structures 
for communicating our 
editorial mission. 

Our new nameplate 
(flag) has been designed 
to reflect our heritage, 
closeness to the church 
and the hope of our 
message. Rays that 
represent 
light, hope, and truth 
have been added to our 
emblem. This addition 
was made in order to help 
visually communicate our 
mission and approach to 
journalism.

The redesign will also 
help the reader more 
clearly differentiate 
between news, features 
and advertising content.
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Supreme Court
WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court got more pro-life again last 
year. Samuel Alito was confirmed 
Jan. 31 as the newest justice of the 
Supreme Court on Jan. 31. 

His first ruling came on the very 
night he was confirmed when he 
voted with the majority in a 6-3 
decision to stop an execution in 
Missouri.

In his confirmation hearings, 
Alito had been unabashed about the 
decisions in his 15-year appellate 
bench record. He refused even to 
concede that the Supreme Court’s 

Roe v. Wade abortion decision was 
“settled law” — as had Bush’s previ-
ous appointee, Chief Justice John 
Roberts — nor did he disavow his 
earlier opinion, stated in a 1985 
memo, that the Constitution does 
not guarantee a right to abortion. 

“We now have two young con-
servative Supreme Court justices 
who have a great respect for the 
rule of law,” said Joe Cella, presi-
dent of the Catholic legal group 
Fidelis. Alito is 55 and Roberts is 51. 
“This will likely shape the outcome 
of important cases for many years 
to come.”

New York’s Slap
WASHINGTON — New York 
stripped Catholic institutions of the 
right to operate according to their 
teaching on contraception.

A New York appellate court 
upheld a state law mandating con-
traceptive coverage in prescription 
insurance plans. 

The 2002 Women’s Health and 
Wellness Act allowed an exemption 
for religious organizations whose 
purpose is to spread religious val-
ues and that primarily employ and 
serve people who share their reli-
gious beliefs. 

It did not exempt health and 
human service ministries such as 
Catholic Charities, Catholic schools 
and Catholic hospitals, which both 
employ and serve non-Catholics.

In November, eight Catholic and 
two Protestant groups asked the 
New York Court of Appeals to 
rehear the case.

South Dakota’s Ban
PIERRE, S.D. — The governor of 
South Dakota signed legislation 
banning nearly all abortions in the 
state in March of 2006 — only to 
see voters take it away from him 
Nov. 7.

The measure would have made 
it a crime for doctors to perform an 
abortion unless the procedure was 
necessary to save the mother’s 
life. 

Polls show that Americans are 
becoming more pro-life, she said, 
and even a nationwide Harris poll 
that included the nation’s most 
pro-abortion states showed that 
44% of Americans would support a 
law in their own state such as 
South Dakota’s, banning all abor-
tions except to save the mother’s 
life. 

“This is a real sign of hope for 
both women and their unborn chil-
dren,” stated Deirdre McQuade, 
spokeswoman at the bishops’ Sec-
retariat for Pro-Life Activities.

Bush’s Mixed Signals
WASHINGTON — Pro-lifers hailed 
President George Bush when he 
stopped the GOP Congress from 
confiscating taxpayer money to pay 
for fetus farms.

At the veto ceremony, he sur-
rounded himself with children who 
once were discarded embryos — 
the very embryos Congress would 
have given scientists taxpayer 
money to experiment on. Instead, 
these are now happy, healthy tod-
dlers and grade-school kids enjoy-
ing Washington on summer break.

“These boys and girls are not 
spare parts,” he declared — and 
took the occasion to sign the “Fetus 
Farming Prohibition Act,” which 

prohibits trafficking in human 
fetuses that are created with the 
sole intent of aborting them to har-
vest their parts.

A week later, Bush said he sup-
ports restricted access to the “morn-
ing-after” pill for minors, disturb-
ing pro-lifers who want the poten-
tially abortion-causing drug banned 
altogether. 

“I believe that Plan B ... ought to 
require a prescription for minors. 
That’s what I believe,” Bush said at 
a news conference.

St. Paul’s Tomb
ROME — Rome buzzed this year 
with news of discoveries, says 
Zenit’s Elizabeth Lev: New fres-
coes, new archaeological finds and 
statues returned after years of for-
eign residence.

But the most significant find 
was a sarcophagus of St. Paul found 
under the cathedral of St. Paul Out-
side the Walls.

Vatican archaeologist Giorgio 
Filippi only came to the conclusion 
Dec. 14 after three years of study 
that “there is no doubt the sarcoph-

agus found under the pavement of 
the Basilica of St. Paul’s is really 
that of the Apostle.”

The find was a surprise, even 
after the 20th-century discovery of 
St. Peter’s relics under the altar of 
St. Peter’s Basilica. The large mar-
ble sarcophagus was covered by a 
plaque bearing the inscription 
“Apostle Paul Martyr.”

Vatican’s New Voice
VATICAN CITY — It was the end 
of an institution. Benedict XVI 
accepted the resignation of Vatican 
spokesman Joaquín Navarro Valls 
July 11 and named Jesuit Father Fed-
erico Lombardi to replace him as 
head of the Vatican press office. 

Navarro Valls had served as 
head of the Vatican press office for 
22 years. He turned 70 in Novem-
ber. “I know that over the years I 
received much more than I could 
ever give,” Navarro Valls said on his 
retirement. 

Father Lombardi, 63, is the cur-
rent director of Vatican Radio and 
the Vatican Television Center. Now 
he directs both organizations.

“Navarro Valls has carried out 
his service in this area with excep-
tional competence, intelligence and 
dedication,” said Father Lombardi 
in a letter to journalists. “I cannot 
aspire to imitate him, but you can 
count on my commitment.”

Same-Sex ‘Marriage’
WASHINGTON — Same-sex “mar-
riage” suffered many defeats, but 
won a few high-profile victories in 
2006.

Last November’s election brought 
seven new state constitutional bans 
on same-sex “marriage,” bringing us 
to a total of 27 nationwide. 

Meanwhile, New Jersey’s judges 
joined those in Massachusetts and 
Vermont in imposing same-sex “mar-
riage” or partnerships by edict. 

Presently, 41 states also have 
marriage protection statutes.

“When people are asked, they 
naturally know what is and what is 
not a marriage,” said Father Richard 
Neuhaus, editor-in-chief of the reli-
gion and public policy journal First 
Things. “But, of course, the propo-
nents of radical redefinition much 
prefer to work their purposes 
through the courts.”

Experts say to expect judges to 
push for homosexual “marriages” in 
states where homosexual activists 
were emboldened by election 
results, like New York, where Dem-
ocratic Governor-elect Elliot Spitzer 
has promised to bring in same-sex 
“marriage.”
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’06
New Americans

Last May, immigration 
protests sparked a national 
debate about immigration. 
Statistics show that the 
Catholic population in the 
United States in 2025 will 
be triple what it was in 1990 
because of immigration. In 
his 1999 post-synodal 
apostolic exhortation 
“Ecclesia in America,” Pope 
John Paul II wrote: 
“Migrants should be met 
with a hospitable and 
welcoming attitude that can 
encourage them to become 
part of the Church’s life.”

Churches that 
emphasize traditional 
Catholic practices like 
Eucharistic adoration, 
frequent confession, and the 
Divine Mercy devotion 
have proven to be the most 
successful with immigrant 
communities. 

500 Years by the Pope’s Side
VATICAN — A Swiss Guard stands at attention. The Swiss Guard, 
founded in 1506, consists of 100 volunteers who must be Swiss, Cath-
olic, single, at least 174 centimeters tall and beardless. The Swiss 
Guard celebrated its 500th anniversary in 2006. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito)

CNS PHOTO/KEVIN LAMARQUE, REUTERS
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BY TOM McFE E LY
C O N T R I B U T I N G  E D I T O R

WASHINGTON — Pro-lifers 
are girding up for their first legisla-
tive fight in the 110th Congress. 

And they already know the bat-
tleground — a bid by congressional 
Democrats to authorize federal 
funding of life-destroying embry-
onic stem-cell research.

 “When you look at creating a 
culture of life, the embryonic stem-
cell research issue is one of those 
tip-of-the-spear issues that we’ll 
have to push in order to usher in a 
culture of life,” said Carl Land-
wehr, president of the Vitae Caring 
Foundation, a Missouri-based pro-
life educational foundation. 

The issue has been hotly 
debated in Washington for several 
years. In August 2001, President 
Bush allowed federal funding for 
research that utilizes stem cell 
lines derived from embryos that 
had already been killed. 

Under Bush’s policy, no federal 
money can be spent on research 
utilizing cells derived from 
embryos killed after Aug. 9, 2001. 

Bush’s policy is opposed by 
most congressional Democrats and 
a substantial minority of Republi-
cans. Last summer, Congress 
passed a bill to remove his restric-
tions. Bush vetoed that bill July 19. 

“It crosses a moral boundary 
that our decent society needs to 
respect,” the president said.

Embryonic stem-cell research, 
which involves the destruction of a 
unique human being in an attempt 
to develop therapies, has proven 
not only destructive and costly but 
has not produced a cure. 

Adult stem-cell research, which 
utilizes cells from adult tissues or 
umbilical cords, does not require 
the destruction of human life. It 
has proven successful in treating 
different kinds of cancers and auto-
immune diseases such as multiple 
sclerosis.

The Democrats won enough 
seats in November to take control 
of both the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate. 

Priority Issue
Both of the senior Democrats in 

the new Congress, Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi of California and Sen. Harry 
Reid of Nevada, confirmed to the 
Register via e-mail that they are 
committed to re-introducing legis-
lation to overturn Bush’s stem-cell 
policy.

But even if the bill passes, it 
will likely face another veto.

If so, there is little chance of 
Congress overriding Bush, accord-
ing to Richard Doerflinger, deputy 
director of the U.S. bishops’ Secre-
tariat for Pro-Life Activities. That’s 
because pro-lifers lost fewer than 
15 votes in the House in November, 
leaving them well above the thresh-

old required to sustain a presiden-
tial veto.

Public Opinion
Many observers suspect that 

Pelosi realizes she can’t assemble a 
veto-proof majority in the House 
but is pressing for a bill anyway to 
deliver a message that Americans 
support embryonic stem-cell 
research and therefore Bush ought 
to sign the bill.

Consequently, the decisive bat-
tle may be fought in the arena of 
public opinion, not Congress.

The Vitae Caring Foundation 
has produced pro-life television 
ads to raise awareness about 

what’sat stake in the stem-cell 
issue. They can be viewed at stem-
cellresearchfacts.com.

The foundation has also pro-
duced a short movie on the stem-
cell issue that can be e-mailed to 
interested parties. It can be 
accessed at vitaecaringfoundation.
org.

Vitae Caring’s Landwehr said 
that last fall’s initiative in Missouri 
in support of embryonic stem-cell 
research passed narrowly only 
because many voters were unaware 
that the initiative allows human 
cloning of embryos that will be 
killed to harvest stem cells.

Said Landwehr, “We are amazed 
at the number of people who would 
have voted differently had they 
known that.”

Doerflinger said the bishop’s 
pro-life secretariat is continuing 
its own public information efforts 
regarding embryonic stem-cell 
research. 

The secretariat has already dis-
tributed more than one million 
copies of an insert entitled “Stem 
Cell Research and Cloning: Ques-
tions and Answers” for use in par-
ish bulletins. It has also posted 
extensive information on its web-
site, nccbuscc.org/prolife.

Taking Action
Doerflinger said the pro-life 

secretariat also plans to contact 
members of Congress individually 
and will probably commission an 
opinion poll in January. 

Previous polls have found that 
the majority of Americans oppose 
embryonic stem-cell research once 
they know about its life-destroying 
character.

“Besides our own letters and 
fact sheets to Congress, the most 
important thing is hearing from 
their constituents back home,” said 
Doerflinger. “We will be encourag-
ing Catholics to write to their 
elected representatives, saying that 
they don’t want their tax dollars 
used for this destructive purpose.”

Tom McFeely is based in 
Victoria, British Columbia.

BALTIMORE — Some Catholics 
complain that priests and bishops 
never speak out against a practice 
that is all too widespread among 

Catholics. In November, they did. The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops issued “Married Love and the Gift of Life,” a brochure 
explaining why contraception is wrong and supporting natural family 
planning.

There was nothing halfway about the brochure. Not only does it 
condemn contraception; it warns that contraception is wrong even if it’s 
used “occasionally” by a couple who is otherwise open to God’s gift of 
new life. “Suppressing fertility by using contraception,” it says, “denies 
part of the inherent meaning of married sexuality and does harm to the 
couple’s unity.” CNS photo

Adult Stem Cell              
Advantages 
1.  Special adult-type 

stem cells from  bone 
marrow and from um-
bilical cords appear to 
be as fl exible as the 
embryonic type

2.  Already somewhat specialized
3.  Recipients who receive the products 

of their own stem cells will not 
experience immune rejection 

4.  Some adult stem cells are easy to 
harvest 

5.  Tend not to form tumors 

Claimed Disadvantages,
Adult Stem Cells             
1.  Can sometimes be diffi cult to obtain 

in large numbers 
2.  May not live as long as ES cells in 

culture 
3.  May be more diffi cult to reprogram 

to  form other tissue types

Claimed Advantages,
Embryonic Stem Cells
1.  Flexible — appear to have the poten-

tial to make any cell 

2.  Immortal 
— one ES 
cell line can 
potentially 
provide an 
endless sup-
ply of cells 
with defi ned 
characteris-
tics

3.  Availability 
— embryos 
from in vitro 
fertilization 
clinics

Embryonic Stem Cell 
Disadvantages 
1.  Diffi cult to differentiate uniformly 

and homogeneously into a target 
tissue

2.  ES cells from a random embryo 
donor are likely to be rejected after 
transplantation 

3.  Capable of forming tumors or pro-
moting tumor formation

4.  Obtained by killing human beings

stemcellresearchfacts.com.

Congressional Democrats target funding 
for embryo-killing research

BALTIMORE — Meeting in 
Baltimore for their annual fall 
assembly, the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops 
restated the Church’s teaching 
on reception of Communion, 
explaining that mortal sin “con-
stitutes a rejection of commu-
nion with God.”

Adoption of “Happy Are 
Those Who are Called to His 
Supper” Nov. 14 came amid con-
troversy that it said nothing 
about refusal of Communion to 
Catholic lawmakers who sup-
port pro-abortion laws. Rather, it 
contains a list of mortal sins as 
examples of behavior that should 
prevent Catholics from receiving 
Communion in the absence of 
reconciliation. It includes mur-
der, abortion and euthanasia. 

Colorado Springs, Colo., 
Bishop Michael Sheridan, one of 
a number of bishops who have 
said in the past that they would 
refuse to administer Commu-

nion to a pro-abortion Catholic 
politician, said the document 
should have stressed that Canon 
915 of the Code of Canon Law 
forbids Communion to those 
who “obstinately persist in man-
ifest grave sin.” That would apply 
to a Catholic lawmaker who, 
even after calls to repent, contin-
ues to vote to keep abortion legal 
or fund it with taxpayer dollars. 

St. Louis Archbishop Ray-
mond Burke said Catholics who 
write or vote for pro-abortion 
laws are rampant and cause 
widespread scandal and confu-
sion by defying canon law and 
receiving Communion. 

The document does say, how-
ever, that anyone who publicly 
rejects Church teaching gives 
scandal and should refrain from 
receiving Communion. It states: 
“Scandal is an attitude of behav-
ior which leads another to do 
evil.”

(Register staff)

Democrats rally for a press conference to announce their new plan, “A New Direction for America.” Roll Call Photos, Congressional Quarterly photo

New Year, New Battle

Bishops on Communion

NANCY PELOSI                            

Nicolas Cage stars as Port Authority policeman 
John McLoughlin in the movie World Trade Center
from director Oliver Stone. The film, which 
came out a month before the fifth anniversary of 
the 2001 terrorist attacks on New York and 
Washington, depicted the story of Will Jimeno, a 
Catholic policeman who survived in the 
wreckage of the World Trade Center and 
reported having a vision of a Jesus-like figure 
before he was rescued. CNS/Paramount Pictures

Heroism Observed

‘And With Your Spirit’

Bishops Tackle 
Tough Issues

Bishops pray at the opening of their spring meeting in Los An-
geles June 15. (CNS photo/Greg Tarczynski)

BALTIMORE — Diocesan bish-
ops need to pass judgment on pro-
grams meant to help Catholics with 
same-sex attraction, and now they 
have guidelines to help make those 
judgments.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops issued “Ministry to Per-
sons with a Homosexual Inclina-
tion: Guidelines for Pastoral Care” 
at its fall general assembly in Balti-
more. The bishops overwhelmingly 
approved the guidelines in spite of a 
debate over the use of the word 

“disordered” referring to homosex-
uality.

The bishops made it clear, 
though, that the word does not refer 
to persons but to homosexual sex. It 
is disordered because it is not in 
accord with the two ends of human 
sexuality — “the expression of mar-
ital love, and the procreation and 
education of children.” 

“The person retains his or her 
intrinsic human dignity and value,” 
the statement says. 

At a time when homosexuality 

has become more accepted, and 
same-sex couples are allowed to 
adopt children, the bishops said the 
Church does not support such adop-
tion. If same-sex couples bring a 
child for baptism, however, the 
Church should not refuse if there is 
a “well-founded hope that the chil-
dren will be brought up in the Cath-
olic religion.” 

The Church has a right, how-
ever, “to deny roles of service to 
those whose behavior violates her 
teaching.”                 (Register staff)

Bishops on Homosexual Ministry

SAN FRANCISCO — Catholic 
Charities in the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco came under scrutiny in 
March, and its former archbishop, 
now prefect of the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, issued a 
directive that the agency follow 
Church teaching when placing chil-
dren for adoption. The day after 
Cardinal William Levada’s March 9 
directive from the Vatican, Catholic 

Charities in Boston announced it 
was leaving the adoption business.

At issue in both agencies, and 
perhaps others around the country, 
was the practice of helping same-
sex couples adopt children. The 
Church agencies, operating under 
state contracts, were bound by laws 
prohibiting discrimination. 

Father J. Bryan Hehir, president 
of Boston Catholic Charities, 

acknowledged that the agency had 
placed at least 13 children with 
same-sex couples.

Archbishop George Niederauer 
of San Francisco said March 17 that 
Catholic Charities/CYO w o u l d 
no longer place children with homo-
sexuals. The Register reported ear-
lier it had placed five children with 
same-sex couples since 2000. 

(Register staff)

An End to Adoptions in Boston

The Stem Cell 411

LOS ANGELES — In what Bishop 
Donald Trautman called “a truly 
important moment in liturgy in the 
United States,” the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
approved a new English translation 
of the Order of Mass and adopted 
several U.S. adaptations during a 
national meeting June 15 in Los 
Angeles.

The new translation of the 

constant parts of Mass will likely be 
introduced in about a year or two 
if it is approved by the Vatican, said 
Bishop Trautman, chairman of the 
bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy. 

Some of the changes include 
answering, “And with your spirit,” 
when the priest says, “The Lord be 
with you,”  and declaring, “I 
believe” instead of, “We believe” in 
the Creed. (CNS)
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BRITAIN
IN POLITICS, British Catholics made their presence felt. In 
May, a Catholic Church campaign was credited for defeat 
of an assisted suicide measure in Britain’s House of Lords. 
(AP photo/Tim Graham)

IN RELIGION, British Anglicans moved further from the 
Catholic Church. When he visited in November, Anglican 
head Rowan Williams (r) was warned by the Vatican about 
new obstacles raised by women bishops and 
homosexuality. (CNS photo/Nancy Wiechec)

Ideas clashed in hot spots around the world in the year gone by …

2006, a Year of Contrasts

This year please help our poor!

Please make your check payable to: 
Fr. Joseph Zerafa S.J., 

Mail to: Fr. Joseph Zerafa S.J.,  c/o Mr. John Sant
 259 Peninsula Avenue

San Francisco, CA  94134-2424

In India there are over 200 Dioceses. Of these, Dumka Diocese is surely one of the poorest.  
Th e rich farmers took over the land from the Aboriginals, who are by far the greater  majority 
of people here.  Th e Aboriginals are cheated in many ways. Fr. Joseph Zerafa, S.J. went to 
India in 1954. Now his job is to help the poor. (He resides in Bishop’s House, Dudhani, 
Dumka Jharkhand, India 814101).  He sponsors the sick, the homeless, the farmers and 
the children.  He helps the children to achieve all they can as long as they pass their exams.  
Th is help is priceless.  Th ese children, once educated, will in the future educate their own 
children without our help.  Th en every year you may fi nd one or two children who choose 
the religious life and become sisters or priests. Th ey will in turn help others. A donation of 
$120.00 will lodge and educate a child for 10 months.  A smaller donation will help acquire 
land, huts, medicine, oxen and food for the poor, especially victims of fl oods, cyclones and 
those whose houses and crops have been destroyed by wild elephants.Th ere are thousands of 
poor children. If  you change the lot of one of them, that one will be an asset to his or her own 

children. Besides that, you will also hear the words , “I tell you solemnly, 
in so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you 
did it to Me.” 

Please help

MIDDLE EAST
SAVED FROM DEATH — Abdul Rahman (r), who converted from Islam to 
Christianity, was jailed in Afghanistan March 19 for refusing to convert 
back to Islam. He was only saved from the death penalty by international 
pressure. (CNS photo/Reuters TV)

SENTENCED TO DEATH — A visibly shaken Saddam Hussein (above) was 
found guilty of crimes against humanity Nov. 5 in Iraq and sentenced to 
death by hanging. (CNS photo/pool via Reuters)

HOLLYWOOD
DENOUNCED AT VATICAN — The 

Da Vinci Code movie (r) was a 
worldwide success. Vatican 

sources were critical of the story 
that calls Christianity a conspiracy 

of lies. (Movie Still from The DaVinci Code/

Columbia Pictures)

DEBUTS AT VATICAN — Nativity 
Story, the movie, (below) was 

another international success, but 
this one was embraced by the 

Vatican, where it premiered. (Movie 

Still from the Nativity Story/ New Line Cinema)

NEW PRIESTS
ARRIVALS — Seminaries 
continued to grow in 2006 (a 
candlelight procession at a 
discernment event at Mount St. 
Mary’s in Emmitsburg, Md., is 
shown above). August saw a new 
U.S. Program of Priestly 
Formation, and a new religious 
congregation — Priests for Life 
founder Father Frank Pavone’s 
Missionaries of the Gospel of Life. 
(CNS photo/Chris Heisey, Catholic Witness)

DEPARTURES — Those responsible 
for female “ordinations” and 
ordaining married priests were 
excommunicated. An illicit 
ceremony by Archbishop 
Emmanuel Milingo is shown at left. 
(CNS/Jeff Zelevansky, Reuters)
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M IS SION I N T EN T ION

THAT THE CHURCH IN AFRICA WILL BECOME 

A CONSTANTLY MORE AUTHENTIC WITNESS 

OF THE GOOD NEWS OF CHRIST AND BE COM-

MITTED, IN EVERY NATION, TO THE PRO-

MOTION OF RECONCILIATION AND PEACE.

GEN E R A L I N T EN T ION

THAT IN OUR TIME, UNFORTUNATELY 

MARKED BY MANY EPISODES OF VIOLENCE, 

THE CHURCH’S BISHOPS AND PRIESTS WILL 

CONTINUE TO INDICATE THE WAY OF PEACE 

AND UNDERSTANDING AMONG PEOPLES.

‘Avoid Contempt of God’

P
ope Benedict made his second trip to 
native Germany since his election in 
September. His Sept. 12 academic speech 
at the University of Regensburg includes 

a negative reference to Islam as a religion of the 
sword, and it became focal point of world contro-
versy over Catholic understanding of Islam as a 
world religion. His remarks, taken out of context 
by many, defended the value of religion for 
humanity, but many Muslims didn’t see it that 
way.

In the most quoted part of his speech, the 
Holy Father spoke briefly about religion and vio-
lence, quoting the 14th-century Byzantine 
Emperor Manuel II Paleologus, who said: “Show 
me just what Muhammad brought that was new, 
and there you will find things only evil and inhu-
man, such as his command to spread by the 
sword the faith he preached.”

Rather than being an attack on Islam, “What 
emerges clearly from the Holy Father’s dis-
courses is a warning, addressed to Western cul-
ture, to avoid ‘the contempt for God and the cyn-
icism that considers mockery of the sacred to be 
an exercise of freedom,’” noted Vatican spokes-
man Father Federico Lombardi on Sept. 14. The 
Jesuit explained that the Pope was criticizing 
modern culture for trying to exclude religion. 

Cardinal Paul Poupard, president of the Pon-
tifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, in an 
interview Sept. 17 with the Italian newspaper La
Stampa, commented that the Pope’s main con-
cern was not with Islam, but with Western cul-
ture. This was clear in Cardinal Joseph Ratzing-

er’s warning against the “dictatorship of relativ-
ism” just prior to the start of the conclave where 
he was elected Pope.

Vatican experts said the Pope did not retreat 
from questions he raised in Regensburg, Germany, 
last September about Islam, reason and violence. 

Auschwitz ... Regensburg ... Constantinople ... 2006 was a defining year in the pontificate of Pope Benedict 
XVI. On this page, we explore some of the acheivemements and struggles of the past 12 months.

BY E DWARD PE NTIN
R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

T
o say this has been an eventful 
year for Pope Benedict XVI 
would be an understatement. So 
many significant and surprising 

papal moments have taken place in 2006 — 
the Holy Father’s first full year as Pope — 
that to do them all justice might require 
writing a book, not a newspaper article. 

But it is possible to briefly examine the 
most significant events, both in terms of 
defining Benedict’s papacy so far and in 
providing clues regarding its future direc-
tion.

A natural place to start is the Pope’s lec-
tio magistralis at the University of Regens-
burg in September. The depth, relevance 
and impact of that historic lecture continue 
to resonate around the world, provoking 
examination of two pressing contemporary 
problems — the loss of faith and reason in 
the West, and how to deal with the problem 
of irrational faith. 

“The Pope demonstrated at Regensburg 
that popes can do things that no one else in 
the world can do,” said papal biographer 
George Weigel. “They can intelligently put 
issues on the world agenda that identifys 
their true and moral significance in a way 
that everyone has to pay attention.” 

Three months later, debate still contin-
ues as to whether the Holy Father was 
aware of the consequences of his speech. 
Some maintain that he misjudged the reac-
tion in parts of the Islamic world, while for 

those who know him, such as Weigel, 
believe it is “absurd to suggest that a 79-
year-old certifiable genius didn’t know 
what he was doing.” 

Certainly, it’s doubtful the Pope’s visit 
to Turkey would have been as successful 
were it not for the hard questions posed in 
Regensburg. He carried the same questions 
to a country seen as a bridge between East 
and West, but was able to communicate 
them through powerful gestures of good 
will and reconciliation.

At the same time, he advanced the 
cause of religious freedom and signifi-
cantly advanced prospects of unity with 
the Orthodox Church. 

Benedict XVI’s simple, humble and 
innocent approach — evident in Turkey 
and manifested in his acclaimed first encyc-
lical published in January, Deus Caritas Est 
(God Is Love) — has been consistent 
throughout this papal year. The approach 
was characteristic also of his moving and 
momentous visit to Auschwitz, during his 
trip to Poland in May. 

And although some criticized his omis-
sion to condemn anti-Semitism there, his 
choice of words and depth of his speech 
were a highlight of the papal year for some 
observers. 

“It was an extraordinary speech, rich in 
theology, spirituality and personal testi-
mony to the horrors that took place,” said 
Father Vincent Twomey, a moral theology 
professor at St. Patrick’s College in May-

nooth, Ireland, and a former doctoral stu-
dent of professor Joseph Ratzinger. “He 
was able to sympathize with everyone 
there.” 

Curial Changes
Elsewhere, the Pope has slowly but 

surely continued to put his stamp on the 
Vatican. 

He appointed a pastorally and doctrin-
ally oriented secretary of state, Cardinal 
Tarcisio Bertone. 

Interreligious dialogue isn’t an attempt 
to find common ground, as ecumenical dia-

logue is, but an attempt to co-exist with 
decorum. So Pope Benedict put Cardinal 
Paul Poupard, president the Pontifical 
Council for Culture since 1988, in charge of 
the Pontifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue.

“He has made interreligious dialogue 
more real,” said Weigel. “The Pope has 
shown that you can raise all the hard issues 
without being aggressive, and raise them in 
a way that cuts to their theological roots, 
and that’s very important.” 

Benedict made several other key 
appointments. 

Despite the risks of upsetting Beijing, he 
appointed the Archbishop of Hong Kong, 
Joseph Zen, to the College of Cardinals; he 
brought in a media-skilled Jesuit, Father 
Federico Lombardi, as the new Holy See 
press spokesman; he named Indian Cardi-
nal Ivan Dias as prefect of the Congrega-
tion for Evangelization; and he chose a for-
mer friend of liberation theology, Cardinal 
Claudio Hummes, as the new prefect of 
Congregation for the Clergy. 

At the same time, Benedict XVI has also 
continued to write and speak in ways that 
change hearts and draw crowds, particu-
larly in Italy.

“It’s wonderful to see how much Ital-
ians have taken Pope Benedict to their 
hearts — more so, I think, than with John 
Paul II,” says a Vatican official who on 
instructions from his superiors cannot be 
named.

“Of course, they had great respect for 
John Paul II and were proud to have him as 
‘their’ pope, but they have certainly taken 
to Benedict in a big way.” 
 Edward Pentin writes from Rome.

Visit Was 
‘A Duty 

Before God’
VATICAN CITY — Pope Bene-

dict stood in silence on the site of 
the Nazis’ Auschwitz death camp 
during his visit to Poland in late 
May.

He walked alone May 28 under 
the entrance gate sign, “Arbeit 
macht frei” (work will make you 
free) and joined three dozen survi-
vors before the wall where firing 
squads shot thousands.

Moving to the nearby Birkenau 
camp, he walked past the ruins of 
gas chambers, where hundreds of 
thousands of people died from the 
fumes of Zyklon B gas, and past the 
chimneys of the crematoriums 
where the bodies were reduced to 
ash. 

“To speak in this place of horror, 
in this place where unprecedented 
mass crimes were committed 
against God and man, is almost 
impossible — and it is particularly 
difficult and troubling for a Chris-
tian, for a Pope from Germany,” he 
said, standing at the Holocaust 
memorial at the end of the railroad 
tracks inside Birkenau. 

Pope Benedict told those gath-

Another
Vatican 

Best-Seller
VATICAN CITY — Pope Bene-

dict said the Compendium of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church
“contains, in concise form, all the 
essential and fundamental elements 
of the Church’s faith.” 

Written in question-answer for-
mat, the compendium is a summa-
rized version of the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church.

It was produced at the request of 
Pope John Paul II by a commission 
of cardinals, headed by then-Cardi-
nal Joseph Ratzinger, who is now 
Pope Benedict XVI. It was released 
by the Vatican in June 2005 and 
issued in English and Spanish by 
the U.S. bishops in March.

It was the top-selling Catholic 
paperback in 2006 and the fifth 
best-selling hardcover, according to 
the Catholic Book Publishers’ Asso-
ciation.

Made up of 598 questions and 
answers, the volume echoes to some 
degree the format of the Baltimore 
Catechism, which was standard in 
many U.S. Catholic parishes and 
schools from 1885 to the 1960s.

It also includes two appendices 
— a list of Catholic prayers in Eng-
lish or Spanish, side by side with the 
Latin versions, and a list of “formu-
las of Catholic doctrine,” including 
the Ten Commandments, the beati-
tudes, the theological and cardinal 
virtues, and the spiritual and corpo-
ral works of mercy.  (CNS)

Vatican to Put Its Best Foot Forward 
THE SPORTING NEWS, Dec. 15 — The Vatican is 
getting ready to battle it out with priests in 
Rome — on a soccer fi eld. According to The 
Sporting News magazine, the inaugural 
Clericus Cup will kick off in February 2007, and 
the Vatican will be one of the 16 teams. Pope 
John Paul II was a keen sportsman and played 
soccer in his youth, mostly as a goalkeeper.

Benedict the Unlikely Pin-up Pope
BBC NEWS, Dec. 17 — Pope Benedict has agreed 
to be photographed for a charity calendar pro-
duced by the Italian magazine Famiglia Christiana. 
Veteran Vatican observer John Wilkins said the 
result, called The Pope Domestic, shows the Holy 
Father quite in character. Photographer Giancarlo 
Giuliani shot all the photographs in a single day, 
during Benedict’s vacation at Castel Gandolfo. 
(CNS photo/Alessia Giuliani, Catholic Press Photo)

Papal Preacher Calls 
For a Fast
BOSTON GLOBE, Dec. 16 
— Father Raniero Can-
talamessa, the preacher 
to the papal household, 
urged the Pope to call a 
worldwide day of fasting 
and penitence to ask 
forgiveness for the clergy 
sexual abuse scandals.
During a pre-Christmas 
homily at a Vatican cha-
pel, Father Cantalamessa 
said the Church had “wept 
and sighed” recently over 
“abominations committed 
by her very ministers and 
bishops.” He said the time 
had come for the Church 
to “weep before God,” to 
publicly express remorse 
and to show solidarity 
with the victims.

Italy’s New Legislation Not ‘Anti-family’
AGI, Dec. 11 — Italy’s minister of foreign affairs Massimo D’Alema said the 
Italian law regarding special rights for unmarried and homosexual couples is 
not anti-family. “Our law is different from Zapatero’s,” D’Alema said, referring 
to Spain’s legislation of same-sex “marriage.” Despite D’Alema’s insistence, 
however, the legislation will reward those living in illicit unions, giving them 
the same rights as those in traditional marriages.

Benedict Made His Mark in 2006
Papal year: an encyclical, 

key appointments and historic visits

CONTINUES ON PAGE 6

VATICAN CIT Y

MEDIA WATCH

CONTINUES ON PAGE 6

The Pope's Regensburg speech defended religion

The front page of the Italian edition of 
L’Osservatore Romano, the Vatican newspaper, 
displays Benedict’s Sept. 17 remarks in re-
sponse to Muslim anger over a recent speech. 
(CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano, Reuters) 

POPE BENEDICT IN 2006 …

…  inducted 15 new cardinals.

…  held more than 700 private audiences.

…  held 360 ad limina visits from bishops.

…  gave more than 300 speeches.

…  celebrated more than 50 public Masses.

…  addressed almost 1 million people in weekly audiences.

…  canonized 4 new saints.

…  visited 4 countries — Poland, Spain, Germany and Turkey.

  Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone secre-
tary of state

  Cardinal Ivan Dias prefect of the 
Congregation of Evangelization

  Cardinal Claudio Hummes 
prefect of the Congrega-
tion for the Clergy

  Cardinal Paul 
Poupard, already 
head of the Pon-
tifi cal Council for 
Culture, head of 
the Pontifi cal 
Council for 
Interreligious 
Dialogue

Register Graphic

Key 2006
Appointments

Our news section has been redesigned to deliver you more of the news you 
depend on. 

The Register was the only Catholic newspaper in the world reporting from Baghdad as the bombs dropped and 
before the phones fell silent. We were the only newspaper to interview Catholic chaplain Father Tim Vakoc on the eve 
of the attack that almost took his life. Hundreds quoted our scoop about seminary policies.

We’ve been out front in issues from bioethics to excommunications, from World War II history to modern murder 
mysteries.

Our briefs page will give you a good overview of the news of the week gone by, drawing attention to how faith 
impacts events. Our National page will bring you news that impacts the Catholic Church. Our World page will give you 
stories of the Church and the world from across the globe.

We want to put you 
at the Pope’s side, in the 
center of the Church. 

We’ve retooled our Vatican 
page so that it will do more than 
simply giving you the latest news 
from Rome. We want it to connect 
you with Pope Benedict XVI to 
experience the splendor of the 
Vatican and the challenges of the 
faith. 

Our Vatican coverage, including 
the best translation of the Pope’s 
weekly audience available, reflects 
our firm belief that the Church’s 
best days aren’t behind us, they’re 
ahead of us — if we cooperate 
with God’s grace.

2 3
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Your Guide to the Register Redesign



Go deeper into the issues that matter. 

Our opinion and letters will reflect the content you’ve grown accustomed to, only now it is easier to read.
Our Opinion section helps readers form their consciences by explaining current issues and events in the light 

of Catholic teaching, natural law and common sense. It encourages readers to undertake their role in the New 
Evangelization and engage the culture constructively, leaving them more informed, convinced, motivated and inspired.
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Due Process
Regarding “McChesney Says Accused Priests 

Need Work” (Dec. 10-16): Kathleen McChesney’s 
suggestion that priests removed from ministry 
because of child-abuse accusations be given 
some kind of work in the Church has a feel-good 
sound but, in most situations, would be an impos-
sible dream. How much church work can there 
be without some form of public contact? How 
many priests are going to find fulfillment run-
ning a copy machine? If their guilt is not clear, it 
is not clear to me and perhaps many other people 
that not nearly enough is being done to resolve 
the situation.

It was a joy to me to see that some accused 
priests in England, suspended only on suspicion, 
are rising up to demand due process — which, as 
they point out, is their right under both civil and 
canon law. Bishops would probably reply that 
their first responsibility is victim protection, but 
precautions need not always interfere with 
resolving guilt or innocence. 

There is, I believe, an inordinate fear of trials. 
Consider the many years-old cases. Believe it or 
not, there are people evil enough to pick the 
Church’s “deep” pockets.

I was surprised to see McChesney’s sugges-
tion that false reporting of sexual abuse by chil-
dren is very rare. She worked for the FBI, but I 
worked directly with children. I saw and 
learned of numerous cases where children gave 
damaging information to police because of 
improper questioning that played upon chil-
dren’s suggestibility, resulting in improper con-
victions. Los Angeles courts had to re-try 
numerous cases from years back not long ago, 
resulting in releasing many falsely accused 
people from prison. It was a major court scan-
dal out West.

Justice demands due process for those who 
might be falsely accused, both at the Church 
and civil levels. It is just simple justice. The 
Church should not fear to handle these cases 
because of the publicity. That damage has been 
done. 

If one is really innocent, a trial may not even 
be necessary. The district attorney simply will 
not file charges if evidence is absent. If inno-
cence is proven through the court process, 
everyone wins and people will see justice in 
practice.

Joseph Callagher
Shingle Springs, California 

Father Vakoc’s Progress
I was so happy to read that Father Timothy 

Vakoc, the seriously wounded military chaplain, 
is beginning to speak (“Priest Injured in Iraq 
Begins Speaking,” Media Watch, Nov. 26 - Dec. 
2). I hope and pray that he recovers enough to be 
able to offer the holy Sacrifice of the Mass once 
again. 

I have been praying for him since your article 
reporting his injury in Iraq about three years 
ago. His picture was on the front page with an 
update once after that.

Recently I have been asking the Servant of 
God, Father Vincent Capodanno, to intercede for 
him, our military leaders, our chaplains. Perhaps 
Father Timothy will be “the miracle” for Father 
Capodanno’s beatification.

I treasure your fine publication. Keep up the 
“good news.”

Bernadette Schoenherr
Rochester, New York

Thank You, Dr. Morse 
Jennifer Roback-Morse sure hit a home run 

with “Give Us Your Heart: an Open Letter to 
Immigrants” (Commentary & Opinion, Dec. 17-
23). This column ought to be e-mailed to all U.S. 
and Mexican cardinals and bishops, as well as 
the Vatican.

Our parents came here, legally, in the 1930s 
and did just what the headline asks. They worked 
in low pay/hard work jobs such as meatpacking 
and farming, and they attended English and citi-
zenship classes at night. In short, they integrated 
into the melting pot we call “America” while 
maintaining their own ethnic cultures. 

It is not easy for a Slav to learn English, just 
as it is not easy for English-speaking peoples to 
pronounce Slavic names!

Thank you for speaking up for us, Dr. Morse.
John S Szulecki Sr.

West Milford, New Jersey 

What Henry Inherited 
You let Mr. Samuel P. Di Muzio get away with 

blaming Henry Kissinger for the deaths of U.S. 
troops and millions of civilians in Vietnam 
(“Kissinger Kiss-Off,” Letters, Dec. 17-23).

President Eisenhower sent in the original U.

S. advisers, President Kennedy reinforced them 
and President Johnson initiated direct involve-
ment of U.S. combat formations in the Vietnam 
War long before Kissinger was senior enough to 
run a coffee pot in the State Department. 

Even the most casual observer of that period 
in our history should be aware of the disconnect 
between Di Muzio’s words and reality. Henry 
Kissinger became the national security adviser in 
1969. 

When he took the post of secretary of state in 
1973, his diplomatic efforts speeded the end of our 
direct involvement in the war. 

Mr. Di Muzio seems to believe that opposing 
tyranny is always bad if it means people will get 
hurt. 

Your editorial note should have corrected the 
record rather than merely dispelled any notion 
that Kissinger is officially a Vatican adviser. 

James Kevin Richardson
El Paso, Texas

Rosary Redux 
Regarding “How (and Why) To Pray” (Dec. 

17-23):
The clip-out section on the Rosary omits the 

Creed and the prayers on the first four beads. Or 
have I been praying the Rosary wrong for 55 
years? 

Bob Penzkover
Rock Springs, Wisconsin 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Our explanation of the Rosary 
is based on Pope John Paul II’s suggestions in his 
2002 apostolic letter on the Rosary, Rosarium 
Virginis Mariae. Space did not permit us to add 
the excellent custom of the introductory prayers, 
which many Catholics follow.

Vote Your Connection
We could minimize porn on the Internet if 

decent, well-meaning commercial Web servers 
would refuse to accept subscribers who intend to 
use their Web sites for pornography (“Scorn for 
Porn,” Dec. 17-23). 

My Web server used to be Earthlink. When 
I found out that they accepted such subscribers 
without blinking an eye, I searched for a better 
one and found AOL. When you sign up with 
them, you have to promise not to use your Web 
site for pornography or other anti-social activi-
ties. They will cancel your subscription imme-
diately if you renege on your promise.

The Register may want to do a survey of the 
leading Internet service providers and then pub-
lish the results, encouraging readers to patronize 
only the “clean” ones. 

Josephine Harkay
Jamaica, New York

Fractured Morals? 
That was quite an interview with Adriano 

Moraes, the “Cowboy of God,” in “World Cham-
pion Bull Rider Is ‘Cowboy of God’” (Inperson, 
Nov. 19-25). 

We need more of his kind who boldly live 
their faith so publicly and so well. But he’s suf-
fered at least 21 broken bones so far. How many 
more of those will it take before a moral theolo-
gian steps in to say “Enough is enough — this is 
an immoral sport”? 

Father Cormac Antram, OFM
St. John Catholic Church

Tekakwitha Mission
Houck, Arizona

STEVEN GREYDANUS RESPONDS: It was on the 
basis of Shroud of Turin studies by Catholic 
forensic pathologist and well-known Shroud 
expert Dr. Fred Zugibe that I made my comments. 
Dr. Zugibe has commented to me more than once, 

in formal interviews and informal conversations, 
that the violence in The Passion of the Christ is far 
in excess of what the Shroud supports, not to 
mention what the human body can physically 
endure. The late Dr. Barbet never saw Gibson’s
Passion and has not specifically addressed this 
question. Roman soldiers were cruel but they 
knew their business. It is highly unlikely that, if 
charged with beating a man and letting him go, 
they would inflict such violence as to kill any 
mortal man many times over. Artistically, the 
exaggerated violence in The Passion can be taken 
to represent the inexpressible sufferings of Our 
Lord, which defy all merely human experience. 
In literal fact, though, modern Hollywood vio-
lence exceeds even the cruelty of ancient Rome.

Artistic vs. Actual 
Regarding “Mel Makes a Spectacle of Suffer-

ing” (Dec. 10-16):
Steven Greydanus is factually incorrect when 

he states in his review of Apocalypto that Mel 
Gibson exaggerated the scourging of Our Lord in 
The Passion of the Christ.

In fact, as bloody and horrendous as the scene 
was, Gibson did not show anywhere near the 
actual torture that the scourging and the crown-
ing of thorns inflicted. I refer Mr. Greydanus to 
A Doctor Looks at Calvary by Pierre Barbet and 
to recent studies on the Shroud of Turin that give 
an accurate picture of how much more horrific 
the physical pain actually was. 

There was not one inch of Christ’s body that 
did not bleed or bruise. The pain of the crown of 
thorns was excruciating to a degree of the most 
unbearable pain. No, if anything, Mel Gibson’s 
movie underplayed the pain Christ endured — a 
thought that should give us pause. 

Ellen A. Carney
Bronxville, New York

Corrections
In “Experts Spar Over Practical, Theological 

Advice to Bishops” (Dec. 24 - Jan. 6), we referred 
to “Ave Maria University Law School.” The cor-
rect name of the institution is Ave Maria School 
of Law. The school is not part of a university. We 
regret the error. 

Also: “Advent Woman - Bringing Hope and 
Comfort Throughout the Year” (Dec. 10-16) gave 
an incorrect number for the In The Arms of 
Mary Foundation. The correct number is (800) 
451-1321.

Kathleen McChesney, then-executive director of the U.S. bishops’ Offi ce of Child and Youth Pro-
tection, with Bishop William Skylstad. 2005 CNS photo by Bob Roller 

KISSINGER, COWBOYS AND ART

A Year of Surprises

S everal news stories caught many Catholics 
by surprise in 2006. Hindsight is 20/20, but 
we can see now that none of these stories 

should have been so surprising after all. They all 
flowed naturally from what we knew in 2005 about 
the Pope and politics and the Church in America.

THE LOVE POPE. When Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger became 
Pope Benedict XVI, he was called “rigid,” “doctrinaire,” “strict” and 
“divisive.” Less than a year later he promulgated his first encyclical, 
Deus Caritas Est (God Is Love), and headline writers sang a differ-
ent tune.

“Persuasion Rather Than Stern Reminders in Papal Reflections 
on Love,” said the Sydney Morning Herald. “An Unexpected Letter 
of Love From the Pope to His Church,” said Canada’s Globe and 
Mail. 

But those who have actually read the Pope’s words all along 
shouldn’t have been surprised by the encyclical at all. Even his 
famous “dictatorship of relativism” homily before his election 
wasn’t mainly about the dictatorship of relativism. Its main theme 
was friendship with Jesus. Cardinal Ratzinger defined friendship 
with the old Roman phrase about friends, idem velle — idem nolle 
(same desires, same dislikes), and applied it to our love for Christ. 

HONESTY AND ISLAM. Benedict surprised us twice with his 
relations with Islam. First, at the lecture in Regensburg, Germany, 
he quoted a 14th-century emperor’s words about Muhammad. That 
sparked days of rioting among ill-informed and angry Muslims.

But what surprised us next was how the Holy Father used that 
moment to build a dialogue with Islam that was badly lacking and 
can now go forward with honesty.

It would have been easy for the Pope to simply chalk up the fric-
tion as the overwrought reaction of a thin-skinned people to a 
media-age misunderstanding. Instead, he expressed regret for the 
misunderstanding, but actually took steps to shore up his main 
point: Religion must be susceptible to reason. And cultural leaders 
who were initially dismissive began to see that Benedict was doing 
something bold and necessary. 

His exquisitely successful visit to Turkey only confirmed that 
impression, as he showed respect and gallantry to the Muslim peo-
ple, while repeating the core message of Regensburg, that religion 
and violence can’t mix. 

We shouldn’t have been surprised, though. After Muslims’ vio-
lent reaction to the Danish cartoons published the year before, the 
world was waiting for an adult leader to bring some honesty into the 
debate, and Benedict had made it clear when he visited Muslims in 
2005 in Cologne that this would be a key focus of his attention.

THE DEMOCRATIC WIN in November was another big sur-
prise. 

It was a surprise because, two years ago, President Bush was 
elected by the most united electorate in more than a decade.

In 1992, Bill Clinton had won with only 43% of the vote; in 1998, 
with only 49%; and, in 2000, Bush had won with just 48%. In 2004, 
Bush won with 51% of the vote — a 4 million-vote margin — while 
increasing his party’s majority and seeing the Senate Democratic 
leader defeated. The electoral map was almost entirely red. So it 
was a shock when 2006 saw that majority switch sides, and not only 
because of Iraq (witness Connecticut’s Joe Lieberman). 

But the 2006 elections are not so surprising when you consider 
that the wind had gone out of the sails of much of what Americans 
expected from the Republicans. Most Americans are pro-life and 
want to defend the family — and Bush gave us two great Supreme 
Court appointees, which we appreciate. But Republicans gave us a 
Senate leader who wanted to confiscate our tax money to create 
fetus farms for science experiments, and a Congress that couldn’t 
muster the courage to pass a pro-life bill protecting minors or even 
vote on a constitutional amendment protecting marriage.

Meanwhile, Democrats ran candidates with pro-life reputations 
— with the results we saw.

U.S. BISHOPS surprised some with their tough but pastoral doc-
uments drawing much-needed attention to issues involving the 
reception of Communion, ministry to homosexuals and the Church’s 
teaching on contraception.

But these were less surprising to readers of the Register. You’ve 
seen our series on the bishops’ efforts to improve elementary school 
religious text books, and our series on the new generation of bish-
ops who are looking for dynamic new ways to present Church 
teaching.

THE UNIVERSAL LATIN MASS INDULT, which would give all 
priests the option of celebrating Mass in the old Latin way was 
another surprise to many in the Church. 

But it was no surprise to those who noticed that, in 2005, Bene-
dict appointed Archbishop Malcolm Ranjith, from Sri Lanka, to the 
Congregation for the Liturgy. Archbishop Ranjith defended the 
practice of having the people and the priest face to the East together 
at Mass — a practice Cardinal Ratzinger famously promoted.

And so we begin a new year. 
If there’s a lesson to draw from all of this, perhaps it’s that, in the 

Church you can expect the unexpected. 
Read about the new year’s surprises right here in the Register — 

before they happen. 

EDITORIAL

LETTERS

THIS WEEK

“S
e vogliamo che tutto 
rimanga come è, 
bisogna che tutto 
cambi,” said an Ital-

ian poet. “If we want everything 
to stay as it is, everything will 
have to change.”

After I became publisher in 
1996, the Register was in a con-
stant state of change. Each week, 
we asked the same question of 
almost every element in the 
paper: Does this way of doing 
things help our readers? Would a 
new way help them more?

Little by little, the Register 
took on the look you’ve become 
used to. As a result, the paper you 
received last week looked like the 
Register you’ve come to expect.

After that, though, this week’s 
redesigned paper might come as 
a bit of a shock. We’ve included 
two guides in this issue to explain 
all the changes we’ve made. Read 
them on page one and in the 
insert. But the true test of our 
redesign will come in the months 

to come. Give the redesign some 
time to sink in. Get into the 
rhythm of seeing your new Reg-
ister each week — and then let us 
know what you think.

The Register has changed a 
great deal in the 80 years since 
its national edition began in 1927. 
But consider this:

“The Register 
has always believed 
in large headlines 
and the use of 
every decent trick 

to attract readers,” said the paper’s 
editorial then. “It has also never 
been afraid to take a definite stand 
on stirring questions. If you like a 
Catholic paper with snap, vigor, 
courage, here it is. If you like one 
that is easy to read, here it is. If 
you like one that will always be 
loyal to the Church and that has 
no selfish axe to grind, here it is.”

We haven’t changed much 
after all.

THANK YOU, READERS!

We help readers raise money, and we need to 

raise money, too. Revenue from subscriptions 

and our ads doesn’t pay all our operational 
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BY ANTHONY FLOTT 

T
he curtain has yet to rise 
on the University of 
Minnesota’s production 
of “The Pope and the 

Witch,” but already the controver-
sial play is receiving grave reviews.

Set to debut on the Golden 
Gophers’ campus March 1 and run-
ning for seven days, “The Pope and 
the Witch” is defined by director 
Robert Rosen as “a fusion of com-
edy and vital reality.” Having read 
the 17-year-old play, though, some 
Minnesota Catholics don’t find 
themselves laughing at depictions 
of a heroin-addicted pope or his 
nurse — a witch masquerading as a 
nun.

“Those who know and love the 
faith are upset and insulted,” says 
Julie Olson, a Catholic who attends 
Epiphany Parish in Coon Rapids, 
Minn.

That includes Archdiocese of 
St. Paul and Minneapolis Arch-
bishop Harry Flynn, who has said 
the play is intolerant, prejudiced 
and hateful. Catholic League Presi-
dent Bill Donohue has asked that 
the play be canceled, as have many 
Catholic letter writers and blog-
gers. A University of Minnesota 
regent also expressed his displea-
sure during a regents meeting.

Despite the pleas, the Univer-
sity of Minnesota says the show 
must go on.

“I work for the university, so it’s 
not just my decision to do or not do 
the play,” director Rosen says. “The 
university is a huge institution, so 
there are a lot of factors involved in 
making those kinds of decisions. It’s 
an academic institution with the 
purpose of generating thought and 
discussion and ideas, which this 
play does, so I’m very happy with 
the decision to go on and produce 
the play.”

Written in 1989 by Italian Nobel 
Prize winner Dario Fo, “The Pope 
and the Witch,” simply notes the 
Nobel Prize website, explores “the 

legalization of drugs.” 
Rosen sets the scene on the U of 

M’s Department of Theater Arts & 
Dance website: “Dario Fo creates a 
world turned upside down. The 
pope is in crisis. 100,000 poor, starv-
ing orphans from Third World 
countries are arriving in St. Peter’s 
Square in what he believes is a plot 
by fanatical birth control activists 
to embarrass him and the Church. 
He becomes, literally, frozen with 

anxiety. There begins a surreal jour-
ney, guided by a healer from 
Burundi, into a world of poverty, 
drug addicts, Mafia hit men and 
illicit commerce. Faced with these 
realities the Pope takes an unpopu-
lar stand: The man of great power 
takes the side of those who have no 
power. He puts out a revolutionary 
encyclical and the world explodes 
into anarchy.”

Catholic blogger Janice LaDuke, 
who has read the play, says that syn-
opsis doesn’t do justice to how egre-
giously the pope is portrayed. “The 
pope and the clergy depicted in the 
play are buffoons,” says LaDuke, a 
librarian in St. Paul, Minn. “The 
pope suffers a ‘crucifixion stroke.’ 
He is shot up with drugs. He is 
depicted issuing an encyclical — it’s 
called that — calling for the legal-
ization of drugs. The Holy Father is 
shot and killed at the end of the 

play. The pope in the play is obvi-
ously meant to be Pope John Paul II. 
The entire play makes a mockery of 
our faith.”

Rosen admits the play is no mas-
terpiece. “This isn’t the most bril-
liant piece of literature in the world,” 
he says. “And it’s certainly not the 
best play ever written.”

So why did it make the cut? “We 
can do Shakespeare until we’re blue 
in the face, but there are other 
things in the world,” says Rosen, 
raised Jewish and whose wife is a 
non-practicing Catholic. “We have 
to remember this is a university, and 
university students are performing 
this. It’s an educational experience 
for them in a performance style and 
dealing with a play that has current 
social issues in it. The reason I 
chose the play is not with the aim of 
offending everybody. That’s not 
why I’m in theater. The play raises 

some issues … and I think those 
issues are very important to talk 
about and to question.” As exam-
ples, he cites drug abuse, abortion, 
birth control, AIDS and “the right to 
question authority.”

Rosen’s supporters have included 
University of Minnesota President 
Robert Bruininks, several regents 
and the Star Tribune newspaper, 
which wrote a Dec. 3 editorial in 
support of the play that Archbishop 
Flynn labeled “Catholic bashing.” 
Supporters, in general, say that the 
play’s cancellation would be censor-
ship and a violation of artistic and 
academic freedom, that critics 
should read or see the play first 
before drawing conclusions and that, 
no matter what the performance, 
someone always is offended.

The play’s critics counter those 
points and offer other objections. 

“Art has become an excuse for 

excusing crimes and violating the 
rights and dignities of others,” says 
Ray Marshall, a Minnesota grad 
who lives in Minneapolis.

Common among objectors is the 
question of whether the university 
would allow a similarly themed play 
that mocked other religions. 

“This from a university that is 
terrified of publishing a cartoon 
mildly mocking of Islam and its 
prophet,” says Marshall, who has 
read the play’s script. “But Jesus 
Christ and his vicar on earth are 
fair game.”

Dated and Unfunny
To top it all off, Marshall adds: 

“It isn’t funny.  It is extremely 
dated. It has only been performed 
a half dozen times or so in over 10 
years, indicating that most compe-
tent directors feel the same way.” 

Archbishop Flynn, in his 
response to the Star Tribune edito-
rial, wrote: “We could hardly find a 
nightmarish parody of the papacy, 
a fundamental tenet of our faith 
that has 2,000 years of history, to 
be very funny.” 

Though it doesn’t debut until 
March 1, Rosen says he already 
considers “The Pope and the 
Witch” a success. “And we haven’t 
even begun rehearsals yet,” he says. 
“The amount of talk, Internet talk 
and print has been amazing.”

The university plans a public 
roundtable discussion about the 
play on March 8. Others will take 
up the talk until the curtain is 
raised.

Archbishop Flynn also has writ-
ten against the play in the archdioc-
esan newspaper, Catholic Spirit, but 
archdiocese spokesman Dennis 
McGrath says, “Beyond that, we 
don’t intend to take any action. We 
are not in the protest organizing 
business and even to engineer that 
would be counterproductive and 
unseemly.”

Olson, for one, says she will not 
stay quiet. 

“I will continue to defend my 
Church and I will not be a bit sorry,” 
she says. “I will pray, I will speak 
out, I will write about it, and I will 
let the pen be mightier than the 
false claim of protection against 
censorship.”

Anthony Flott writes from 
Papillion, Nebraska. 

BY ANN APPLEGARTH

At a retreat led by Franciscan 
Father Andrew Apostoli some time 
ago, a woman in my lunch group 
said, “The Christian life would be 
easy if I had Father Apostoli at my 
side all day, every day.”

Wherever that lady is now, I 
hope she’s reading Walk Humbly 
with Your God. It’s like having the 
friar with you wherever you read. 

Author, retreat leader and 
EWTN host, Father Apostoli is also 
vice postulator for the canoniza-
tion cause of Archbishop Fulton 
Sheen. While no book — or priest 
— can ensure a fast track to saint-
hood, Father Apostoli’s “simple 
steps” can ease the climb to a 
higher plane of virtue.

He began writing the essays in 
this book after ministering at the 
Ground Zero morgue following the 
Sept. 11, 2001 attack on the World 
Trade Center. Moved by coura-
geous firefighters and police offi-
cers who formed honor guards for 
each of their dead comrades, he 
writes, “The looks on their faces 
reflected a combination of sorrow 
at carrying out one of their own, 
and a deep sense of respect and 
admiration for one of their fallen 
heroic comrades. The words of 
Jesus came instinctively to mind: 
‘Greater love has no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends’” (John 15:13). 

Father Apostoli believes that, 
like those 9/11 heroes whose train-
ing enabled their selfless response, 
Catholics too can train for what-
ever may come. 

Anchored in Scripture, his man-
ual includes both personal anec-
dotes and material from such 
diverse sources as Vince Lombardi, 
John Henry Newman, St. John 
Chrysostom, St. Teresa of Avila, G.
K. Chesterton, St. Francis de Sales, 
Bl. Mother Teresa of Calcutta and 
St. Padre Pio. 

Beginning with a discussion of 
prayer, the bedrock of a holy life, 
Father Apostoli makes clear that 
he’s not one to pull punches. “Lack 
of prayer,” he writes, “will inevita-
bly bring disastrous consequences 
for anyone claiming to be a fol-
lower of Christ.” 

Regarding the practice of vir-

tue, he likens the Christian’s strug-
gle with trials and temptations to 
riding a bicycle: Gliding downhill 
requires almost no effort. Riding 
along a smooth, level surface takes 
a little more but still doesn’t chal-
lenge you much. But proceeding 
uphill — the work of “dedicated 
Catholics who strive to live their 
faith ardently” — is a lot of work. 

Next Father Apostoli tackles 
judgmental thoughts, uncharitable 
speech and gossip. 

The last section of Walk Hum-
bly extols suffering as both neces-
sary and salutary for those seeking 
to lead a life of virtue. 

In the final chapter, “Joy: An 
Important Safeguard for Our Spiri-
tual Lives,” the author cautions, “If 
this essential ingredient is missing 
in our lives, we will fall short of all 
that God has for us.”

Father Apostoli ends with a 
prayer. “May God’s church be filled 
with prayerful, virtuous Christians 
who carry their crosses joyfully in 
union with Jesus. Through their 
faithful witness may all … come to 
know the love and mercy of God!” 

Here’s hoping this light-reading, 
yet surprisingly profound, book 
sends many souls into the new year 
with a wise friar at their side. 

Ann Applegarth writes from
Roswell, New Mexico. 

Stepping Into Virtue
Harvard Drops Religion
THE BOSTON GLOBE,
Dec. 13 — The task force 
designing a revised cur-
riculum for Harvard under-
grads has dropped its plan 
to require all students to 
take a religion class. In 
response to criticism from 
some Harvard professors 
after the initial proposal 
was made in October, the 
task force replaced the 
religion component in 
the proposed undergrad 
curriculum with classes 
on “what it means to be a 
human being.” 

Mass TV 
UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE 
DAME, Dec. 18 — DirectTV 
has inaugurated weekly 
satellite broadcasts of 
Mass from the Basilica of 
the Sacred Heart at the 
University of Notre Dame.
The broadcasts will be 
aired on DirectTV’s Chan-
nel 103 at 10 a.m. Sundays 
(Eastern, Central and 
Pacifi c time zones).

Record Generosity
MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY,
Dec. 20 — Marquette’s 
College of Engineering has 
become the benefi ciary of 
the most generous gift in 
the university’s history.
An anonymous engineer-
ing alumnus and his wife 
have made a gift commit-
ment of more than $25 
million. 

Lights Out in Georgia
ASSOCIATED PRESS, Dec. 
20 — A school board in 
suburban Atlanta has 
abandoned its fi ght to 
keep stickers in high-
school science books say-
ing evolution is “a theory, 
not a fact.” The Cobb 
County board placed the 
stickers inside the front 
cover of biology books in 
2002, but a federal judge 
ordered their removal in 
2005 saying they amount 
to an unconstitutional 
government endorsement 
of religion. In the court 
settlement concluded Dec. 
19, the board also agreed 
never to use a similar 
sticker or to undermine 
the teaching of evolution 
in science classes.

WALK HUMBLY WITH 
YOUR GOD: 
Simple Steps to a Virtuous Life
by Fr. Andrew Apostoli, CFR 
Servant, 2006
184 pages, $12.99

To Order
(800) 488-0488 
catalog.americancatholic.org

CAMPUS
WATCH

Raising the Curtain 
On Catholic Mockery

U of Minnesota 

to go ahead with 

‘The Pope and 

The Witch’ 

SCC is in conformity with John Paul II’s Ex corde Ecclesiae. All theologians have the mandatum.

Dawsonville, GA | One hour North of Atlanta

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
PRIORITY SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

1.866.722.2003 | www.southerncatholic.org

SOUTHERN CATHOLIC COLLEGE

Accepting applications for Fall 2007
Excellent SCHOLARSHIPS available

BOLD 
THINKERS.

BOLD
FAITH.

BOLD 
ENOUGH

TO CHANGE
THE WORLD.

ROBERT ROSEN

ISTOCKPHOTO.COM PHOTO, ADMEDIA PHOTO

11

You’re used to turning to Register 
editorials to get practical information on the 
big issues of the day how to understand and 
explain the Church’s powerful teachings.

We equip you to answer concerns and argue the Church’s 
position on abortion, homosexual “marriage,” human cloning, 
embryonic stem-cell research and other hot topics.

Our redesign will continue to do that, but now we’re adding 
a brief weekly column by our publisher, Legionary Father Owen 
Kearns. He’ll tell you what to look for in the current issue of the 
Register and give you information that you’ll want to know about 
the Register’s mission.
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M
uch of the opposition 
that we read about 
public displays of 
Christmas is petty. 

It is both instructive and con-
soling, therefore, to remember that 
Christmas is a great and divine 
blessing, and one that will never be 
banished from the world. In this 
regard, it is edifying to reread Num-
bers 22-24 where we find the earli-
est confrontation between Christ-
mas and anti-Christmas, in this 
case between Balak, King of Moab, 
and the oracle, Balaam.

Balak was deeply distressed 
when he observed the immense 
numbers of Israelites 
who had come from 
Egypt to live along 
the border of his 
nation. Knowing that 

they were too numerous for him to 
defeat in battle, he sought a more 
devious way of dealing with them. 
He summoned Balaam to put a 
curse on the people of Israel:

“Look how this people coming 
from Egypt has overrun the coun-
tryside. Come and curse them for 
me; I may then be able to defeat 
them and drive them out.”

Balaam, however, delivered a 
poem in which he not only refrained 
from cursing the Israelites, but pro-
nounced a blessing on them. Three 
times Balak demanded a curse; 
three times Balaam delivered a 
blessing. Balaam’s third poetic 
blessing is of special interest, for 
here, he prophesied the appearance 
of a star proclaiming the advent, in 
Israel, of a king: I see him — but not 
in the present, I behold him — but 
not close at hand: “A star from Jacob 
takes the leadership, A scepter 
arises from Israel.”

The frustrated Balak had heard 
enough, and discharged his uncoop-
erative servant. Long before Christ-
mas, a worldly and envious king 
tried to prevent its arrival. King 
Herod, as we know, sought in vain 
to destroy Christmas shortly after 
the Nativity.

In the Gospel of Matthew 2:1-12, 
we read about “wise men from the 
East” who were led by a star to the 
very house where the Christ Child 
was, bearing gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh. Shortly thereafter, 
they were warned in a dream of 
Herod’s threats to the new baby, and 
told to return to their homeland by 
a different route.

Did the “wise men,” or Magi (the 
Greek expression in Matthew), 
know about Balaam’s prophecy? 
Certainly, the Jews knew about it 
and the rabbis understood that the 
star would herald the arrival of the 
Messiah. They were also familiar 
with Isaiah 60:30: “Nations shall 
come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising.”

If they, came from Arabia, it 
would be appropriate for the Magi 
to be disposed to appreciate the sig-
nificance of Balaam’s prophecy and 
set out, once they saw the star, to 
travel, carrying gifts, to meet and 
worship the new king. Moreover, 
incense and myrrh were the princi-
pal products of Arabia at that time. 

According to the ancient Greek 
historian Strabo, magi were sages 
and wise men, “zealous observers of 
justice and virtue,” and eager inves-
tigators of heavenly phenomena. 
The term “astrologer” was often 
employed as a synonym for “magi.” 
Christian tradition settled on three 
Magi on the simple basis that there 
were three gifts.

The blessing of Christmas was 
prophesied by Balaam and, later, 
Isaiah. It was opposed by Balak and 
then Herod. The Magi, indeed, seem 
to be knowledgeable and wise, for 
they acted in a way, if not cognizant 
of the prophecies, then at least con-
sistent with them. They were also 
humble and reverent, for when they 
found the child with Mary his 
mother, “falling on their knees they 
adored him” (Matthew 2: 9-10).

Christmas may be a point of 
controversy for some people. But if 
we take a broader historical view, 
one that includes the fourth book of 
the Pentateuch, we will understand 
that Christmas offers us a blessing 
that is inexhaustible and a light that 
is inextinguishable. 

The Christmas 
Prophecies

Where Is Sheriff Andy Taylor When You Need Him?
BY ROBE RT BRE N NAN

A
s a recovering televi-
sion writer and some-
one who has spent an 
inordinate amount of 

time in front of an inordinate num-
ber of cathode ray tubes, 2006’s flap 
over the movie The Da Vinci Code is 
something that I just could not 
resist. 

I haven’t read the book. I haven’t 
seen the movie, and if the opinions 
of a bunch of snooty French film 
critics are any indication, this par-

ticular cinematic 
effort that spilled 
forth from the Hol-
lywood film machin-
ery will most likely 

find its way in the cultural lexicon 
somewhere between Bedtime for 
Bonzo (my apologies to Bonzo) and 
Santa Claus Conquers the Martians
(my apologies to Martians, espe-
cially albino ones).

But all of this controversy and all 
of this hand wringing — even from 
our team, i.e. the Church, could 
have all been avoided if only there 
had been an episode of the old 
“Andy Griffith Show” like the one I 
will describe here. 

“Classic” is an overused word, 
but it does apply to the black and 
white “Andy Griffith Show.” When 

it finally came out in color, Barney 
Fife and Gomer were gone and Opie 
had hit the awkward stage, but from 
its inception through most of its run 
in glorious black and white, it truly 
was a show that achieved the bal-
ancing act of possessing a beautiful 
mix of broad comedy, real pathos, 
clever writing and pretty close to 
brilliant acting. 

One thing they did on a regular 
basis was have a “serious” show. 
Now keep in mind this was a half-
hour comedy and even a “serious” 
show would contain copious 
amounts of near perfect comic tim-
ing from Don Knotts as Barney 
Fife, the hapless deputy to the 
steady, strong and wise Sheriff 
Andy Taylor, played by television 
legend Andy Griffith. 

Usually, the shows that had a 
serious bent to them revolved 
around Sheriff Andy Taylor’s son 
Opie, played with a genuine inno-
cence by none other than the now 
famous director of The Da Vinci 
Code, Ron Howard.

Imagine if the writers had 
decided on doing a different kind of 
“serious” show in their series. It 
could have gone something like 
this: A new family moves next door 
to the Taylors. Their names are the 
Ryans and there is a mom and a dad 
and five kids, and mom is pregnant 
with twins. One of the Ryan kids is 

named John Paul and he’s Opie’s 
age. Okay, I know it’s supposed to 
be 1962 and John Paul would have 
been an unlikely name, but this is 
my imagination and I can do what I 
like.

Opie discovers that John Paul 
and his family are — and here is the 
shock — Roman Catholics. When 
visiting the sheriff’s office, which 
Opie was incessantly doing in the 
series (didn’t he have to go to 
school?), Opie hears Barney and 
Floyd the barber talking about the 
“papists” that have moved into 
town. 

Opie listens wide-eyed as sto-
ries of “cannibalism, Mary wor-
ship” and all manner of un-Ameri-
can and secretive dealings are 
thrown about with infallible cer-
tainty by Barney and Floyd.

“Why, they don’t even read the 
Good Book!” Floyd the barber might 
say. It’s not an impossible scenario. 
There were multiple instances 
within the real show where Barney, 

Gomer, Floyd and others behaved 
with prejudice and folly only to be 
brought back down to earth and, 
dare I say it, tolerance by Sheriff 
Andy. 

I can picture the episode esca-
lating out of control as Opie refuses 
to play with little John Paul because 
of his “strange, bizarre, and cultish” 
religious practices. John Paul would 
be hurt and isolated in a town 
where the only friend he had has 
now abandoned him. Barney and 
Gomer might form some kind of cit-
izens brigade to keep an eye on the 
newcomers and maybe even spy on 
their “activities” in church where 
some of the “cannibalism” allegedly 
takes place. 

Like all episodes of “The Andy 
Griffith Show,” there would be a 
lot of laughs and then the charac-
ter of Sheriff Andy Taylor would 
come in and restore order. There 
would probably have been a 
father-to-son talk up in Opie’s 
bedroom. Sheriff Andy would tell 
his son that little John Paul and 
his family are good people who 
love Jesus just as much as they do 
and although their practices are 
different from what they and Aunt 
Bea might do, there is nothing to 
fear from Catholics and there is 
certainly no good reason at all for 
Opie to sever his friendship with 
his new neighbor John Paul.

Opie would see the light. 
Barney and Gomer would dis-

band their covert operations 
against the local parish and proba-
bly end up the show addicted to 
bingo and fish sticks on Friday 
nights. Aunt Bea entering into an 
RCIA program guided by Mrs. 
Ryan is probably a bit of a stretch, 
but one element would be crystal 
clear: Opie would not have been 
instructed by his television father 
that Jesus was some kind of teacher 
or gentle-hearted philosopher.

Actually, the name Jesus proba-
bly wouldn’t have been uttered at 
all in the black-and-white televi-
sion land of 1962. That’s because all 
those years ago, everybody in the 
town of Mayberry and everybody 
in the towns and cities across the 
United States that tuned in to CBS 
to watch the antics in Mayberry 
already knew who Jesus was. 

But if only Sheriff Taylor had 
had that talk to his television son 
Opie, maybe director Ron How-
ard, whom the television Opie 
grew up to be, wouldn’t have been 
“inspired” to use the savior of the 
world as a cheap dramatic device 
and present a piece of dubious 
pop culture that has the potential 
to do harm to those who have yet 
to read the ultimate best seller 
and the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, the divine. 

BY JOH N ZMIR AK

I
t was one of the big Catholic stories of 
2006, but the key question hadn’t 
occurred to me until I knew the 
answer.

Is Dan Brown a convinced heretic hell-
bent on bringing down Christianity or a 
dime-store novelist who stumbled on a crack-
pot conspiracy theory on par with alien 
abductions, Holocaust denial and lizard 
men?

I was sitting at lunch in New York City’s 
Olde Towne bar with a friend from the book 
world — someone who’s advising me on one 
of the future titles in my Bad Catholic’s series 
for Crossroad Publishing. We chewed clam 
strips and drank pints of Blue Point, leisurely 
batting back and forth ideas for yet more 
titles. At one point, I muttered something 
about Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code as a 
piece of hate literature, on par with those 
anti-Semitic conspiracy books sold by Black 
Muslims on Times Square. I little suspected 
that my lunch partner knew Dan Brown.

“In its day,” I started ranting, “The Pro-
tocols of the Elders of Zion was taken seri-
ously.”

The Times of London in 1921 was con-
cerned enough to assign a reporter to inves-
tigate whether or not the Jewish faith really 
was an elaborate conspiracy to dominate 
the world. Needless to say, The Times dis-
covered that the book was a hateful forgery 
— but it’s telling that the paper felt the need 
to look into it. Thus the power of cleverly 
crafted fiction.

I expected my companion — let’s call him 
“Ted”— to agree with me. He’s a church-
going Protestant, and he knows the basic plot 
of Brown’s potboiler: that the Christian faith 
is a centuries-old conspiracy to dupe believ-
ers, oppress women and dominate the world 
— which Dan Brown, an intrepid spy novel-

ist, has uncovered and revealed to airport 
readers around the world. 

Brown has claimed that it’s “fiction,” but 
based on “historical truth.” It has sent thou-
sands of witless tourists on guided tours to 
France in search of “clues” to the “Templar 
mystery” — and convinced millions of read-
ers that the respectable Catholic devotional 
group Opus Dei is a scary cult. 

But Ted didn’t rise to the bait. He just 
shook his head. 

“Dan Brown’s not anti-Christian. He’s not 
anti-anything. I doubt he’s pro-anything, 
either, except pro-Dan Brown. That book has 
as much of an agenda as The Complete Idiot’s 
Guide to Hockey. Dan Brown doesn’t have 
enough conviction to make a decent agnostic. 
He grew up a faculty brat in New England, 
and I don’t think he set foot off campus until 
he was in his 20s.”

I perked up, and ordered another beer. 
“You know Dan Brown?”

“I knew him for years. He started out as a 
joke-book author,” Ted said, dunking a clam-
strip in tartar sauce. “Some of the jokes were 
funny. But he wanted to be a novelist. He 
kept pestering me about it, so finally I gave 
him this paperback, Writing the Blockbuster 
Novel, by Albert Zuckerman. It’s a paint-by-
numbers guide on how to write a page-
turner. One important part of the formula 
was: Find a villain your readers can safely 
hate. A few months later, Dan brought me 
this manuscript to read — and it followed 
the formula precisely … as if he’d poured Jell-
o into a mold. In this case, the ‘safe villain’ 
was the National Security Agency, govern-
ment spies. It sold pretty well, and he kept on 
pounding out books — each time with a dif-
ferent ‘safe villain.’ Eventually, he started 
running out — communism was gone, the 
Nazis were all dead. … That pretty much 
leaves the U.S. government, drug cartels and 

the Catholic Church.”
I was taken aback. “Do you mean to say 

that Dan Brown came up with this theory 
about the Church just to sell a few lousy 
books?”

Ted chuckled, ruefully. “Thirty million 
lousy books. I remember when he was work-
ing on it. We went to lunch with an editor. 
Dan started rattling off this conspiracy the-
ory about the Church, then he got really ner-
vous and turned to the editor, almost blush-
ing. ‘Excuse me,’ Dan said to him. ‘You’re not 
Catholic, are you?’” 

Ted downed his beer. “The editor was 
well known to be Jewish. That’s how much 
Dan Brown knows about religion.”

A thought-provoking lunch. It convinced 
me that it’s probably not worth protesting 
this silly, mercenary book — or the boring 
movie made of it by Richie Cunningham — 
I mean, Ron Howard. If you know someone 
gullible enough to take a pulp airport novel 
as “evidence” that Jesus Christ was not 
divine but just a man on a “hook-up” mis-
sion whose greatest achievement was a race 
of bumbling French kings. … Do you really 
think the answer is to argue with him? 
Using, you know, reason? You might just as 
well pick up the book, smack him on the 
nose and say “No! Bad! No! Very bad!” 
That’s likely to be more effective, and a 

heck of a lot more fun. 
Well, that’s not entirely true. Admirable 

efforts such as Mark Shea’s and Amy Wel-
born’s to refute the assertions woven through-
out the turgidly typed pages of The Da Vinci 
Code are doing a very good thing by teaching 
people about Christ, simply because, in his 
bumbling way, Dan Brown brought the sub-
ject up.

Or here’s another idea, which is even 
more entertaining. It’s a strategy I once used 
with a friend who was intelligent but emo-
tionally unstable. At a dark time in his life, he 
got himself sucked into poisonous theories 
that questioned the Holocaust. Rather than 
spend time reading the sludge churned out 
by nostalgic Nazis that he was taking as Gos-
pel, I decided to try what I called “ridicule 
therapy.”

When he suggested that the Holocaust 
had been exaggerated or faked, I said, “You’re 
so naive. Do you really think there was a so-
called ‘Second World War?’ Another lie 
foisted on us by you-know-who ….”

“But that’s ridiculous,” he insisted.
“Really?” I said, “Or is that just what they 

want you to think?”
As time went on, I had to go further. So I 

suggested darkly that the Freemasons had 
been “faking the weather” for the past 30 
years. I started referring to the “so-called 
weatherman” and putting little air-quotes 
around the word “weather.”

After a several-months barrage, my friend 
stopped reading Nazi trash. He’s a little 
embarrassed about the whole episode now, 
as well he should be. And no, he’s not a fan of 
The Da Vinci Code.

So if you know anyone tempted to believe in 
Dan Brown’s fairy tales, I suggest you buy him 
not just Amy Welborn, but several other conspir-
acy books. If he agrees, you really should warn 
him about the so-called “weather.”  

Clever or Clueless?
Is Dan ‘Da Vinci’ Brown a convinced heretic hell-bent on bringing down Christianity or a dime-store 

novelist who stumbled on a crackpot conspiracy theory on par with alien abductions.

By DON DeMARCO

By ROBERT BRENNAN
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 RON HOWARD

Above: Da Vinci Code
author Dan Brown 
leaves the Royal Courts 
of Justice in London 
March 13. Richard 
Leigh and Michael 
Baigentare claimed he 
plagiarized ideas from 
their book The Holy 
Blood and the Holy Grail.

7

Your Guide to the Register Redesign



Families rely on the Register for news they can use as they build the culture of 
life at home, in their neighborhoods, in the world.

Our Culture of Life section has always given you aids for your family. You’ll find them in our redesigned section: 
Family Matters answers readers’ money, child-raising, work-related and marriage questions. We also deliver Baby 
Mugs, Umbert the Unborn, Facts of Life and spiritual tips every week.

Look to our Arts & Entertainment page for Weekly DVD and Video Picks, Weekly Book Pick, Daily TV Picks, Children’s 
Book Picks, Internet Picks and more. On our Travel page, discover Catholic shrines, basilicas, cathedrals and historic 
churches.

Section B Culture of Life

BY JOS E PH PRON EC H E N 

I
t’s safe to say that God didn’t just 
pick his Son’s name out of a hat. 

When the Magi arrived to wor-
ship the newborn King on that first 
Epiphany, surely one of the first 
things they asked about was the 
baby’s name. 

And the husband and wife at the baby’s side 
were ready with their answer. 

Nine months prior, an angel had appeared 
to Joseph in a dream. “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your 
home,” the angel said. “For it is through the 
Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived 
in her. She will bear a son and you are to name 
him Jesus, because he will save his people from 

their sins” (Matthew 1:20-21). 
In first-century Judaism, the Hebrew name 

Joshua (Greek Iesous) means “Yahweh saves.” 
The connection is one reason the Church 

celebrates the Epiphany on Jan. 7, just four days 
after the Jan. 3 feast of the Most Holy Name of 
Jesus. Another reason: Pope John Paul II 
restored the Holy Name feast to a fixed date in 
2002. 

As the Catechism puts it, the holy name of 

Jesus “contains all: God and man and the whole 
economy of creation and salvation” (No. 
2666). 

Today it’s all too apparent that our culture 
has lost its respect for the name God took at the 
Incarnation. In movies, music and other mass 
media, his name is profaned, bandied about 
and taken in vain far more often than it’s 
uttered with the reverence it deserves. 

The times call for Christians to do their 
part to bring back the common courtesy that 
the name of Jesus once enjoyed even from non-
Christians. Where to start? 

Where else? With the children. 
At St. James the Greater Church in St. Louis, 

students of the K-8 parish school are given 

You are experiencing a tension 
that many married couples face. 
Balancing the needs of the kids with 
the equally real needs of your 
spouse requires on both sides extra 
measures of patience and generosity 
— not to mention an abundance of 
God’s grace.  

For the husband, he must first 
accept that his wife is telling the 
truth, not resorting to an invented 
excuse. It truly is exhausting to be 
the mother of little ones who need 
mom so much. She is being 
challenged in every way. If the 
husband could step back and 
observe her typical day, he would be 
awed by all a mom manages to do 
with little ones constantly clinging 
to her — always emotionally and, 
often, physically. Young moms I 

know report that 
they cannot escape 
to the bathroom 
without company. 

It’s not that 

mothers aren’t interested in 
romance anymore. Rather, it takes 
them a little while longer to get 
there. A definite romance-killer is 
for the husband to complain about 
how the wife is feeling or, even 
worse, to announce grumpily how 
long it’s been. Walls of resentment 
and guilt then immediately go up — 
not waves of passion — and the wife 
may feel frustrated that her husband 
doesn’t understand her or appreciate 
all that she’s doing for their family. 
Instead, she needs to hear — not 
once but frequently — that she is 
doing a great job, that the husband 
is grateful for her sacrifices, that he 
is still crazy in love with her even 
after all these years. 

For the wife, she must accept 
that, as much as her babies need her 
physical presence, so too does her 
husband. While the wife feels close 
to her husband through loving 
words and gestures, intimate 
conversations and the like, the 
husband feels close to his wife 
through sexual intimacy. With that 
gone, the husband feels distant and 
unloved by his wife, despite all she 
is doing for their family. 

The wife should remember that 
at the root of his complaints is 
simply a longing to be with her and 
to feel loved by her. 

We recommend planning 
nights of intimacy ahead of time 
so the wife can be ready. She can 
make a special effort to take a nap 
with the children that day so that 
she is not so exhausted at 
nighttime. She should think loving 
thoughts about her husband 
throughout the day. 

Men, a phone call during the day 
to tell her you love her helps! 

The McDonalds are family-life 
coordinators for the Diocese of 

Mobile, Alabama.

Pro-Family Profi le
BY JOS E PH PRON EC H E N

“I
rely on it as one of my main 
sources of news for what’s 
happening in the pro-life area,” 
says Wendy Wright, president of 

Concerned Women for America. “It’s so 
helpful not having to do a massive search 
for what’s happening in the country.”

“His daily news updates are a real 
resource for the secretariat and the pro-life 
movement in general,” observes Deirdre 
McQuade, director of planning and 
information at the U.S. bishops’ Secretariat 
for Pro-Life Activities. “His scope allows us 

to be in touch with what’s going on at the 
grassroots level as well as the international 
level.”

They’re referring to Steven Ertelt and 

his LifeNews.com. In the three years since 
Ertelt launched the Web-based news 
service, people from every level of the pro-
life movement have made it one of the most 
popular websites serving their need for 
information. 

“It gets me the breaking pro-life news 
quickly,” says Father Frank Pavone, 
national director of Priests for Life and 
founder of the Missionaries of the Gospel 
of Life. “When something happens in a 
state, for example, people from that state 
are going to ask me or my associates about 
it. They will want a comment, or they will 
want to know how their churches should 
respond. LifeNews.com is a great way to 
go to a single place and know that the 
initial information about what is 
happening will be close at hand.”

Family Matters
MARRIE D LIFE

Out of  
The Mood 

A fter caring for our three young 
children all day, all I want to 

do at night is to crawl into bed and 
pass out. My husband feels rejected 
when I explain that I’m “all touched 
out,” mentally and physically spent. 
How can we break this impasse?

TOM & CAROLINE MCDONALD

CNS PHOTO COURTESY CONCEPTION ABBEY

The name ‘Jesus’ 
contains all: 

God and man 
and the whole 

economy of 
creation and 

salvation

Facts of Life
Married, With Degree 
Marriage rates are increasing among 
college-educated men and women, 
even if the marriage age is older. Ac-
cording to 2006 Current Population 
Survey data, among 35- to 39-year-
old women, 88% with advanced 
degrees have married, compared 
with 81% of women without college 
degrees. And, once married, these 
achievement-minded women are no 
less likely to have children.

Source: The Wall 
Street Journal
Illustration 
by Tim 
Rauch

What’s in God’s Name?
Above: The Epiphany is depicted in a mural titled 
‘Adoration of the Magi’ in the Basilica of the 
Immaculate Conception in Conception, Mo. The 
feast of the Epiphany is Jan. 7; it follows four days 
after the feast of the Holy Name of Jesus. 
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Umbert The Unborn BY GARY CANGEMI

Baby Mugs  e-mail your baby photos to babymugs@ncregister.com          Order Your Umbert Book! Large-sized, 80 pages and in full-color. Call 1-800-356-9916 x3809   

Baby Mugs
LEXI LILLIE WEBER

PRAYING WITH 
OUR LADY

Born: July 20, 2005

Parents: Mark and Krista 

Weber of Cincinnati, Ohio

Sibling: Cobi (3)

Loves: Laughing at her older 

brother

Latest Feat: Walking and 

climbing the stairs 
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BY STEVEN D. GREYDANUS

T
ypically, when you walk 
into a video-rental store, 
the signs saying “New 
Releases” are the first 

things to catch your eye. They’re 
designed to dominate the displays. 

“New Releases,” of course, 
means movies that played in the-
aters in the last six to 24 months or 
so. Yet every year many of the most 
exciting new 
DVD releases 
are movies that 
haven’t played 
in theaters in 
years, decades 
— or even lon-
ger.

The DVD revolution has 
changed the way we watch movies. 
Unlike videotapes, the digital infor-
mation on DVDs doesn’t degrade 
over time. The discs have no mov-
ing parts to break or get stuck in 
players. Plus, the lightweight discs 
can be sent cheaply through the 
mail, allowing services like Netflix 
and others to offer access to a far 
larger library of selections than 
your local brick-and-mortar store or 
library. 

All of this means more access to 
more movies than ever before. 

Here, in no special order, are a 
few of what I consider the most 
exciting DVD releases of 2006 for 
films that didn’t play in theaters in 
the last year or two. Some have 
never before been available 
on DVD for Region 1 (North 
America); others have had 
earlier DVD releases, 
but gotten new 
releases this year 
worth mentioning. 

Of the 45 films on 
the 1995 Vatican film 
list, a few remain 
unavailable on Amer-
ican DVD. This year, 
one of those few came 
to DVD in style from Cri-
terion: Louis Mallet’s Au 
Revoir Les Enfants (1987), a deeply 
felt coming-of-age tale set in a Cath-
olic boarding school in Nazi-occu-
pied France. 

Among the most enjoyable films 
Cary Grant and Katherine Hepburn 
ever made, George Cukor’s Holi-
day (1938) was astonishingly avail-
able only on used VHS until this 
year. Thematically similar to the 
better-known The Philadelphia 
Story, from the same creative team, 
Holiday is less satiric, more com-
passionate and bittersweet — and 
equally memorable. 

A number of excellent, inspiring 
productions on saints came to 
American DVD this year from Ital-
ian production companies. Umberto 
Marino’s St. Anthony of Padua
(2002), the first feature film on the 
life of the great saint, is available on 
DVD only from Ignatius Press. 

Ignatius also distributes Padre 
Pio: Miracle Man (2000), Carlo 
Carlei’s vivid portrait of the gruff, 
irascible stigmatist saint and mys-
tic, and St. Francis of Assisi (2002), 
Michele Soavi’s flawed but intrigu-
ing depiction of the little poor man 
of Assisi, with a worthwhile second 
half depicting Francis’ ministry 
compensating for a flawed first 
half. 

Few films released by Christian 
film companies are much good. 
This year, 20th Century Fox gave a 
DVD release to one of the best: 
James F. Collier’s The Hiding Place
(1975), from Billy Graham’s World 
Wide Pictures. Based on the mem-
oir by Corrie ten Boom, The Hiding 

Place sticks closely to the inspiring 
true story of the ten Boom family’s 
work with the Dutch underground 
hiding Jewish refugees from the 
Nazis in their Amsterdam home, 
and their eventual imprisonment 
and transferal to the Ravensbrück 
camp, where nearly all of them 
died.

Two classic 1930s seafaring 
swashbucklers from director Victor 
Fleming came to Region 1 for the 
first time: Treasure Island (1934) 
and Captains Courageous (1937). 
Stevenson fans will be happy to dis-
cover the previously hard-to-find 
1934 Treasure Island, which sticks 
closer to the text than the familiar 
1950 Disney version, while Captains 
Courageous offers a better-than-
average morality tale with a strik-
ingly positive Catholic milieu. 

In other oceanic DVD news, 
Deep Blue (2003) — not to be con-
fused with the action thriller Deep 
Blue Sea — ranks high among recent 
nature documentaries, touching on 
March of the Penguins and Winged 
Migration territory, but most resem-
bling Besson’s artful 1991 ocean doc 
Atlantis. Directed by Andy Byatt 
and Alastair Fothergill, Deep Blue
will astonish you with things you’ve 
never seen or even imagined — no 
matter how many other nature docs 
you’ve seen. 

Japanese animation master 
Hayao Miyazaki made a splash in 

the United States with his 
Oscar-winning Spirited 
Away. This year, one of his 

best, My Neighbor 
Totoro (1988), got a 

wonderful new DVD 
edition from Disney. 
One of the gentlest 
and most enchanting 
family films ever 
made, My Neighbor 

Totoro is mesmeriz-
ing entertainment for 
even the youngest 

viewers, though parents 
should be aware that, as 

elsewhere, Miyazaki’s reverence for 
nature is expressed imaginatively 
— in terms evoking the animist tra-
dition of Japan’s Shinto heritage.

Another Disney DVD release 
from Miyazaki’s studio, Whisper 
of the Heart (1995), is equally wise 
and wonderful — without the overt 
fantasy. It’s a coming-of-age story of 
adolescence rather than childhood. 

Meanwhile, another company 
gave a DVD release to an utterly dif-
ferent Miyazaki project, the wacky, 
action-packed adventure extrava-
ganza The Castle of Cagliostro
(1979), a 007-esque thriller with 
spectacular set pieces and exotic 
settings, though marred by some 
unnecessary profane and crude lan-
guage. 

A number of films celebrated 
anniversaries this year with special 
new DVD editions. Cecil B. DeMi-
lle’s holiday staple The Ten Com-
mandments (1956) got a snazzy 
50th anniversary box edition with 
extras, including DeMille’s own 
very different 1923 silent film of the 
same name. Suffused with all of 
DeMille’s considerable talent for 
archaic staginess, melodramatic 
pageantry and opulent spectacle, 
The Ten Commandments is like an 
artifact of an earlier era. Charlton 
Heston’s statuesque presence and 
rumbling line readings in perhaps 
his best role complete the effect; 
he’s like Michelangelo’s Moses 
come to life.

Celebrating its 60th anniver-
sary, the quintessential Christmas 
classic — and Vatican list film — 

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 
received a rather spartan anniver-
sary edition, with enhanced picture 
quality but no new extras. A Christ-
mas Carol in reverse, Frank Capra’s 
classic is not about the redemption 
of its Scrooge figure, but the vindi-
cation of its heroic Bob Cratchitt 
figure, George Bailey (Jimmy Stew-
art).

A staple of 1950s sci-fi, Fred M. 
Wilcox’s Forbidden Planet (1956) 
is now available in an anniversary 
special edition with numerous 
extras. 

At once intelligent and campy, 
Forbidden Planet is an intriguing, 
perhaps overrated sci-fi classic that 
borrows plot points from 
Shakespeare’s The Tem-
pest and strongly antici-
pates “Star Trek” 
in its sci-fi milieu 
— but its driv-
ing fears are the 
“monsters from 
the id,” the way-
ward, concupiscent 
passions of our 

own hearts.
There was also John Ford’s The 

Searchers (1956), a rare classic 
Western that invites viewers to 
ponder ambiguities rather than to 
cheer good guys against bad guys 
— and even to question its hero 
and the Western mythos itself. 

Then there are films that got 
special new DVD editions just 
because they deserved them. 
Among these are a pair of classics 
from director Billy Wilder: Stalag 
17 (1953), grimly hilarious, subver-
sive and defiant, rough around the 
edges, and more than a little sad; 
and Double Indemnity (1944), 
starring Fred MacMurray and Bar-
bara Stanwyck in one of the most 

riveting film noirs ever made. 
Finally, Akira Kurosawa’s 

martial arts master-
piece Seven 
Samurai (1954), 
a rare war film 

that at once 
acknowledges the 

necessity of kill-
ing while 

finding even in victory the sorrow 
and bitterness of defeat.

All in all, a pretty good year for 
those who can’t find anything 
appealing under the “New 
Releases” signage — and those who 
look right past the flashy cues from 
the get-go. 

Steven D. Greydanus is editor and 
chief critic of DecentFilms.com. 

CONTENT ADVISORY

Generally fine family viewing 
(may not be appropriate for all 
children): Treasure Island, 
Captains Courageous, Deep Blue, 
My Neighbor Totoro, Whisper of 
the Heart, The Ten 
Commandments, Holiday, It’s a 
Wonderful Life. Teens and up: Au 
Revoir Les Enfants, St. Anthony of 
Padua, St. Francis of Assisi, Padre 
Pio: Miracle Man, The Hiding 
Place, Forbidden Planet, Stalag 17, 
Double Indemnity. Mature 
viewing: Seven Samurai, The 
Searchers.
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MA Theology • MA Philosophy • MA Counseling

Franciscan University’s internationally renowned MA Theology 
Program immerses you in the study of Sacred Scripture, Tradition, 

and Church teaching, training you for effective ministry or post-
graduate studies. The MA Philosophy Program firmly roots you 
in the Western philosophical tradition, particularly the philosophy 
of the human person and personalist ethics. Our MA Counseling 
Program equips you with the best therapeutic methods and a Christian 
understanding of the human person.

If you want to earn your master’s degree in a dynamic, Catholic 
intellectual and faith community, choose Franciscan University, the 
Graduate School of Choice.

For information on these and other graduate programs, call 1-800-
783-6220 or visit www.franciscan.edu/admissions.

Apply Online: www.franciscan.edu / 800-783-6220
Admits qualified students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin, disability, and sex.

All times Eastern

SUNDAY 1:30 p.m. 

The America’s Horse             
Championships

NBC Tim 
Ryan, Rob-
bie Boyce 
and Donna 
Brothers are 
the com-
mentators at 
this Oklaho-

ma City competition featuring 
top riders on American Quarter 
Horses. In the cutting event, a 
horse must keep a single cow 
away from the herd. In the rein-
ing event, the horses display 
their athletic ability in “sliding 
stops, fast circles and precise 
spins.”

SUNDAY 8 p.m. 

Nature: Chas-
ing Big Cats

PBS Owen 
Newman and 
Amanda Bar-

rett recount 
their 14 years 

of observing lions, 
cheetahs, leopards, caracals 
and servals in Africa.

MONDAY 9 p.m. 

Engineering an Empire:              
Da Vinci’s World

History Channel City-states 
and small republics began to 
arise in Italy in the 11th century. 
By the 15th and 16th centuries, 
now fl ourishing, they subsi-
dized timeless works of art and 
architecture created by master 
artists and military and civil 
engineers. Advisory: TV-PG.

MONDAY 11 p.m. 

Modern Marvels:                       
Cities of the Underworld

History Channel Residents and 
visitors in Istanbul, the former 
Constantinople, tread every 
day over now-sunken historic 
sites of the Roman, Byzantine 
and Ottoman empires, includ-
ing a Roman hippodrome, 
Constantine’s lost Great Palace, 
a Byzantine dungeon and Otto-
man-era tunnels and cisterns. 
Advisory: TV-PG.

WEDNESDAY 8 p.m. 

EWTN Live

EWTN “If I had an army reciting 
the Rosary, I would convert the 
world,” said Pope Pius XI. Jesuit 
Father Mitch Pacwa’s guest, 
Sister M. Jessica Swedzinski, 
describes the Schoenstatt 
Rosary Campaign of family 
Rosaries, founded by Joao Poz-
zobon (1904-1985) in Brazil.

THURSDAY 8 p.m. 

Life on the Rock

EWTN “The Power of Grace in 
Arts and Theater” is the topic 
of guest Jeremy Stanbary, 27, 
actor, playwright and founder 
of Epiphany Studio Produc-
tions. He performs one-man 
plays about young future pope 
Karol Wojtyla and the Eucharis-
tic Miracle of Lanciano.

FRIDAY 8:30 a.m. 

Simply Quilts

Home & 
Garden A 
beautiful and 
fulfi lling way 
to express 
love of coun-
try is to quilt 
an American 
Flag for pa-

triotic display. Quilting teacher 
Gloria Smith shows how. This 
episode also includes a seg-
ment on 19th-century quilts in 
Hawaii.

SATURDAY 1:30 p.m. 

The Martyrs:                             
They Died for Christ

EWTN This epi-
sode, “Martyrs 
of Ireland, I,” 
pays much-de-
served tribute 
to the many 
Irish clergy and 
laity who have 
kept the faith and have paid the 
price for it through the centu-
ries, under diabolical persecu-
tion scarcely rivaled anywhere 
in the world.

Dan Engler writes from 
Santa Barbara, California. 
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Everything Old Is New Again 

Worthwhile 

new-to-DVD 

releases have film 

buffs scrambling 

to catch up
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BY NICK MANETTO

I
n a word: light. That’s what dis-
tinguishes this U.S. Catholic 
landmark now. The last time 
my (now-) wife and I visited the 

Baltimore Basilica — officially, the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary — we were greeted by a 
building in major need of renova-
tion. Gray interior walls and faded 
stained-glass windows made for a 
dark and somber worship space. 
That was in 2004.

We came for another look this 
past November, two weeks after its 
rededication. What a difference 
two years and $32 million make. 
The space hasn’t been so much ren-
ovated as restored to the grandeur 
of its glory days in the 1800s. 

This is the oldest Catholic 
cathedral in the United States. 
Established under the direction of 
John Carroll, the first American 
bishop, the basilica was designed 
by Benjamin Henry Latrobe. (He 
also designed the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington.) 

Concerned about the anti-Cath-
olic sentiments of the day, Arch-
bishop Carroll decided on a neo-
classical design. This would be 
consistent with the other impor-
tant buildings that were going up in 
the Washington area, showing visi-
tors that Catholics loved their coun-
try, too.  

The cornerstone was laid on the 
city’s tallest point in 1806. Con-
struction would not be finished 
until 1921, six years after Arch-
bishop Carroll’s passing (and a year 
after Latrobe’s). 

Two plaques provide visitors 
with a glimpse of how this church’s 
growth paralleled the growth of 
the Catholic Church in the United 
States. One lists the provincial and 
plenary councils held here in the 
1800s. 

Actions taken during these 
gatherings include issuance of a 
pastoral letter on discrimination of 
Catholics (1837), the declaration of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary as Patron-
ess of the United States (1846) and 
the commissioning of both the Bal-
timore Catechism and The Catho-
lic University of America (1884). 

The other marker lists the 
names of the 30-plus bishops who 
were consecrated within the basili-
ca’s walls.

As with all man-made land-
marks, the years took their toll on 
the basilica. In the 1940s, the origi-
nal clear windows were replaced 

with stained-glass panels. These 
significantly reduced the flow of 
light into the building. The follow-
ing decade, the basilica would lose 
its position as Cathedral of the 
Archdiocese after the much larger 
Cathedral of Mary Our Queen was 
dedicated in North Baltimore in 
1959. 

American Beauty 
Though the restoration work 

did not get under way until 2004, 
planning for the 2½-year effort 
began in 1999. The idea was to 
honor America’s first cathedral by 
including items from around the 
country. 

The pews were crafted in 
Nebraska. The wrought-iron fence 
was restored in Alabama. Missouri 
took care of the clock. Massachu-
setts saw to the choir loft. 

Along the way, some lost trea-
sures were uncovered right here in 
Baltimore. Each of the four pillars 
supporting the 69-foot dome 
included an inlaid panel. Latrobe 
intended to use these for housing 
artwork. At the time of the build-
ing’s completion, there was no 
money for art, so the panels 
remained bare until 1865. That year, 
local artist Phillip Nengel was com-
missioned to render four paintings 

memorializing the Four Evange-
lists. 

Within 15 years, however, the 
panels would be covered with wood 
and plaster for a flat look. This 
would hide the artwork for almost 
130 years, until a restorer working 
on the pillars heard a hollow sound 
when digging and discovered the 
lost paintings. 

Also uncovered was an upper 
balcony in the rear of the basilica; 
this was reserved for black wor-
shippers prior to the Civil War. 

And two Rafael Angels returned 
to their prominent places flanking 
the altar. Carved by German crafts-
men in 1821, these were sent to the 
basilica’s undercroft for storage in 
1947.

Was Jefferson Here? 
Upon entering the basilica, visi-

tors bask in the light beaming 
through the 24 dome lights and 
restored clear windows. (The for-
mer stained-glass windows have 
been restored and installed in a 
new church in Clarksville, Md.) 

An upward gaze finds a paint-
ing of the Assumption in the “west 
saucer.” 

Occupying the similar space 
directly above the altar is a paint-
ing of the Ascension. In the center 

of this dome is the white dove rep-
resenting the Holy Spirit. It’s illu-
minated by the light cascading in 
through the 24 skylights.

Just past the wooden Commu-
nion railing stands the archbishop’s 
cathedra (seat), capped with a wood 
dome and draped in bright red. 
Across from the cathedra rises the 
pulpit. 

The marble altar — adorned 
with a gold cross and six candle-
sticks — was a gift to the third 
archbishop of Baltimore, Ambrose 
Marechal, from seminarians who 
studied under him in Aix-en-
Provence, France.

Raised to the rank of minor basil-
ica by Pope Pius XI in 1937, the basil-
ica has the right to display at age 86 
the papal tintinnabulum (bell) and 
bright red and yellow papal conopo-
eum (umbrella) on its altar. 

Next to the tintinnabulum 
hangs upside down the tasseled 
maroon hat of Cardinal James Gib-
bons, who shepherded the archdio-
cese for 44 years before dying in 
1921. 

As in other cathedrals, the hat 
will hang upside down until its dis-
integration in his memory. 

Beneath the altar lies the crypt 
containing the remains of eight 
archbishops of Baltimore.

The small museum in the under-
croft contains a number of arti-
facts, including the wooden taber-
nacle of Archbishop John Carroll. 
His cousin, Charles Carroll, was 
the only Catholic signatory of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

Also here is the letter from 
Latrobe to Archbishop Carroll vol-
unteering his design services for 
the basilica, and fundraising letters 
issued by the archbishop in the 
early 1800s seeking funds to build 
the basilica. 

While there is no record of 
Thomas Jefferson having ever vis-

ited the basilica, plenty of dignitar-
ies did, including the Marquis de 
Lafayette, Vice President John C. 
Calhoun (as President Andrew 
Jackson’s representative to the 
funeral Mass of Charles Carroll) 
and at least 16 saints or potential 
saints including St. John Neumann, 
Pope John Paul II and Blessed 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta. 

Now fully restored, the Balti-
more Basilica stands ready to greet 
future generations of pilgrims, 
leaders and saints-to-be. 

Nick Manetto is based in 
Reston, Virginia.

Planning Your Visit 
The Rosary is prayed Monday-Friday at 7 a. m., and Saturday at 5 p.m. Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament is held Friday following the 12:10 Mass; Benediction follows at 
3:45 p.m. 

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption 
408 N. Charles St., Baltimore, MD 21201 
(410) 727-3565 
baltimorebasilica.org 

W
e often hear around 
Christmas and 
Epiphany (Jan. 7) 
that Jesus wasn’t 

(take your pick) God, human or 
real. 

There are “news” accounts and 
“journalistic” pieces about how 
this or that scholar, novelist or 
crackpot has discovered that Jesus 
was really an Egyptian high priest, 
an African witch doctor or a neo-
Marxist political activist. 

This came to mind as I was 
recently teaching a weekly Bible 
study at my parish. This past 
summer, we decided to study part 
one of the Compendium of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church
— a sort of Catholic Theology 101. 
It has been a revealing experience. 

A few weeks ago, while 
discussing the Incarnation, I asked 
this question: “Did Jesus Christ 
exist from all of eternity?” The 
nearly unanimous response was, 
“Yes! Of course he did.” Wrong! 
Yes, the Son — the second person 
of the Holy Trinity — has existed 
from all of eternity. But Jesus, a 
man from Nazareth, came into 

being when Mary conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
“[T]he one name that contains 
everything is the one that the Son 
of God received in his incarnation: 
Jesus” (Catechism, No. 2666). 

I’m not concerned that anyone 
in my class is a heretic for not 
answering the 
question correctly. 
Rather, I wanted to 
emphasize that 
seemingly esoteric 

theological points can have 
serious ramifications. This is 
something I know from my own 
experience, having questioned my 
own assumptions at different 
times — and then having to make 
important decisions based on the 
answers I found. 

Good examples of this, as 
former evangelical Protestants 
often note, can be found in 
questions about the Church’s 
teachings about Mary. For 

instance, why does the Catholic 
Church (as well as the Eastern 
Orthodox churches) give Mary the 
title of Theotokos, the Mother of 
God? The common reaction to 
this, especially among Christian 
fundamentalists, is that such a 
title ascribes a blasphemous 
position to Mary, paramount to 
saying that she somehow is 
somehow equal or even above the 
Triune God. 

But, of course, this ancient 
teaching is not some crafty bit of 
Mary worship. It’s a logical and 
biblical conclusion that properly 
exalts Mary’s Son and protects 
this essential fact: Jesus is both
God and man, both human and 
divine in nature, while one in his 
personhood. 

My pastor likes to point out 
that we are often inclined to think 
of Jesus as “parts.” When Jesus 
walked on water, he was using his 
“God part.” When he experienced 
suffering, he was experiencing his 
“man part.” Umm, no. “The 
unique and altogether singular 
event of the Incarnation of the Son 
of God does not mean that Jesus 

Christ is part God and part man” 
(No. 464). 

Lose sight of this reality and 
we drift into danger. We can think 
that it makes sense that Jesus 
married Mary Magdalene because 
“real people” wouldn’t refrain 
from marriage. We can begin to 
think that Jesus cannot really 
understand our struggles, pains 
and frustrations because he was 
God, and God isn’t bothered by 
such things. Gaudium et Spes
explains, “Born of the Virgin 
Mary, he has truly been made one 
of us, like us in all things except 
sin.”

As I hope my class now 
understands — well, the members 
I didn’t inadvertently lull to sleep, 
anyway — the Son truly became 
one of us when he entered the 
world 2,000 years ago as the God-
man, Jesus Christ.
O star of wonder, star of night, 
star with royal beauty bright: 
Westward leading, 
still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light.

Carl E. Olson is editor of 
IgnatiusInsight.com. 

Quick! When Did Jesus Come Into Being?

By CARL E. OLSON

America’s Oldest Cathedral, New Again 
Baltimore, Md.
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Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption 

Rededicated in November after a $32 million restoration six years in 
the making, the basilica was designed by Benjamin Henry Latrobe 
(1764-1820), the architect behind the U.S. Capitol in Washington.  
CNS photos by Nancy Wiechec

Father John Corapi
Coming to Holy Family Parish - Seattle

In his last year of speaking before dedicating 
himself to his writing, Father John Corapi will 

give a seminar at Holy Family Parish in 
Seattle, WA on Friday and Saturday evening:

February 23rd & 24th, 2007
Cost: $30.00

(Discounts for seniors and students)

For more information please contact:
 Tony Ritchie (206) 244-1310

Or visit the website at: www.HolyFamilyParish.net

Th is could be your last chance to see Father Corapi in person!

Don’t miss it!
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