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BY BARB E RN STE RR E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N TAfter experiencing a mostly secular envi-ronment at the University of Southern Califor-nia, Christie Hamers decided to spend her first year after college ministering to high school-age youth. The 21-year-old from Newport Beach, Calif., is one of more than 100 team members being trained for NET (National Evangelization Teams) Ministries, a St. Paul, Minn.-based Catholic youth ministry that sends teams of young adults to parishes and schools across the country. They conduct junior and senior high school retreats and chal-lenge young people to love Christ and embrace the life of the Church.
It’s just one of many youth ministry pro-grams that young Catholics have to choose from as they head back to school. And, as young people around the world pre-pare to meet Pope Benedict XVI for World Youth Day in Madrid in a little less than two years from now, the bishops of Spain proposed a patron saint for the event. Blessed Mary Raphael Arnaiz Baron, a Trappist monk who died young, is set to be canonized next month. “Noticing the challenges that (college) peo-ple face made me want to work with high school kids,” Hamers said. “It’s such a transfor-mation. Having a solid sense of your faith and morals provides you with a better foundation for handling the college atmosphere.” 

Hamers wants young people to know that their faith is more than something else in their busy schedules. 
National Evangelization Teams will con-duct more than 1,000 retreats this next year in 80 dioceses. Founder Mark Bercham con-ceived the idea for the organization while at the University of Minnesota, where he was studying to become a social worker. A lot of energy was spent trying to fix people’s prob-lems, but it made better sense to Bercham to help people before the problems occurred. He wanted to help young Catholics discover their faith, and that was exactly what Pope John Paul II was calling for in the New Evangelization. Since 1981, the ministry has trained more than 2,000 teams that have ministered to 1.6 million young people at 24,000 retreats. But millions more Catholic teens are out there, says Ber-cham, and his group offers a ripe harvest for workers up to the challenge.“There are thousands of Catholic young adults who want to do something significant in the Church but don’t know where to look. They want their lives to count, and we’re giving 

them an opportunity to do that,” he said. “I think our young adult population is the gold mine for the Church — if we would just tap into them and invite them into service.”
‘Hit-and-Run Ministry’National Evangelization Teams isn’t neces-sarily an easy ministry, said Father Andrew Cozzens, professor of theology at St. Paul Sem-inary at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn. Before he went to seminary, he served on a team in 1991 that reached 9,000 young people from Minnesota to New York. He recalls a grueling but rewarding experience of traveling with a committed faith community in a van for 10 months. 

“It’s fun for about the first three weeks; then you have to start loving these people,” said Father Cozzens. “It’s an intense way of life, so a lot of intense growth happens.” Father Cozzens is still committed to the ministry and attends its annual training ses-sions to help with teaching and sacramental needs. He says young people today face more cultural and family challenges than his gener-ation did, but more of them have experienced Eucharistic adoration — and that is a signifi-cant difference. It’s a “hit-and-run ministry,” he explained, but the most important element of the ministry is giving young people that expe-rience of God’s love in their lives, helping them 
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“When President 

Obama is at Notre Dame or the Vatican, he talks a good game 
about protecting 

conscience. But when his administration 
goes to Belmont 

Abbey College and the rubber meets the 
road, it’s a different 

story.” 
— Kevin Hasson, president of the Becket Fund, page 10

Rest in Peace
Robert Schindler Sr., who fought to save the life of his brain-injured daughter Terri in 2005, died Aug. 29.Briefs, page 2

Nun Banned
Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk has forbidden a Sister of Char-ity to teach in his archdiocese because of her support of the ordination of “women priests.”

Briefs, page 2

The Bible Speaks
Tim Gray, president of the Augustine Institute in Denver, was an organizer and speaker at the 2009 National Catholic Bible Conference.

Nation, page 3

Early Retirement
Pope Benedict XVI accepted the resignation of controver-sial Bishop Joseph Martino, 63, as bishop of Scranton, Pa. Nation, page 3

Family Is Vocation SourcePope Benedict said Catholic parents should make sure to create a “fertile spiritual ter-rain” for priestly vocations. He said he hoped for a vocations revival in the Year for Priests. Vatican, page 6

BY SU E E LLIN BROWDE RR E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T
BELMONT, N.C. — Federal action against Belmont Abbey Col-lege in North Carolina is only the latest in a decade-long effort to secure universal access to paid con-traceptive-drug coverage.The battle seems to be heating up; laws, legal action and govern-ment agencies take aim at Catholic organizations, even as President Obama promises “robust” con-science protection in health care. The U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission ruled in August that Belmont Abbey Col-lege, which is operated by Benedic-tine monks, must offer contracep-tive-drug coverage to female employees or face legal charges of gender discrimination.

The president of the college has stated the institution will close rather than offer contraception. And in Wisconsin, the state bud-get passed in June contains a provi-sion directing that health-insurance plans, including those purchased by 

JACK HIGGINS has been a full-time cartoonist for the Chi-cago Sun-Times since 1984. The Pulitzer Prize-winning political cartoonist has traveled the world covering international events and has drawn five political conven-tions and a Super Bowl. He got in the business to cover Chicago politics, and drawing local issues is his passion, as evidenced by the title of his new book, My Kind of ’Toon, Chicago Is, which will be published Sept. 28 by North-western University Press. He spoke with Register corre-

spondent Monta Monaco Hernon from his home in Clarendon Hills, Ill., where he and his wife home school their five children.

What led you to become a polit-ical cartoonist? 
Some kids, when they first 

become an altar boy, start think-ing about the priesthood. That is the way it was for me with my career. When I was 6 years old, a local politician running for re-election recruited my friends and me to hand out leaflets outside the polling place. In Chicago, politics is like sports. In my family, we always talked about politics around the kitchen table. For us, in the spring or fall, it was election season, just like football in the fall is for many families. 
When I was about 8 years old, I delivered the newspapers and began taking note of the political cartoons. Most didn’t make sense 

to me, but I liked that they were addressing what my mom and dad and aunts and uncles were talking about. 
As a career, it was never far from my mind. When I was at Col-lege of the Holy Cross in Worces-ter, Mass., I noticed a cartoonist at The Boston Globe, Paul Szep, who was doing work on mostly local issues. For me, the light bulb went on. What better place for this than Chicago? The desire to draw local issues never died. 

How did you break into the busi-ness, and how did you come to work 

BY JOAN FR AWLE Y DE S MON DR E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T
WASHINGTON — Throughout the summer, critics used town hall meetings to stir fears regarding the proposed health-care reform bill. They’ve warned of possible medical “rationing” and “death boards” designed to withhold care for the elderly and the disabled. Back in Washington, however, Dr. John Morrissey, director of crit-ical care for Providence Hospital, a Catholic institution that primarily serves inner-city patients, views the heated public debate on end of life issues with a mixture of hope and exasperation. 

All things being equal, Mor-rissey, who annually treats about 1,000 patients — many poor, unin-sured and homeless — would wel-come proposals designed to fund primary health care for the poor before untreated medical condi-tions bring patients into his ICU. But he also knows that health-care reform can’t easily solve perhaps his thorniest problem: patients who arrive ill-prepared to address the spiritual, emotional and intellectual challenges posed by a terminal con-dition. 
Morrissey and his partner in the ICU struggle daily to help over-whelmed patients and families weigh the benefits and burdens of aggressive treatment. Yet his labors also underscore the vitality of Cath-
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DAN ROGERSFaith Caught and Taught

 Chicago’s Catholic Cartoonist

JACK HIGGINS

Peer-to-Peer Campus Ministries See a Sizeable Growth Spurt

BY TOM HOOPE SR E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T
HILLSBORO, Ore. — Gabrielle Mileti says it’s tough being a mother of a child with mitochondrial DNA disorder. The condition literally saps her son of his energy. New research on monkeys doesn’t hold out promise for her son, Joey. Instead, it raises new eth-ical issues by attempting to prevent the disorder in new babies — by giving them two mothers.“Daily tasks such as feeding, walking and even playing are an extreme challenge,” with Joey, age 5, Mileti said. 

Mitochondria are often called a “cell’s powerhouse.” They produce 90% of the energy a body uses. Joey’s energy-making mitochondria are suffering from the equivalent of an energy “brown-out.” “Socially, interacting with ‘nor-mal’ children and their families 
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YOUTH FOR CHRIST. This school year teens have plenty of opportunities to grow in their faith thanks to organizations like National Evangelization Teams, Teens Encounter Christ and Destination Jesus.

BY JOAN FR AWLE Y DE S MON D

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

WASHINGTON — Three sep-

arate teams of researchers in 

China and the United States have 

published papers confirming that 

reprogrammed mouse skin cells 

could behave exactly like embry-

onic stem cells.

The scientific community — 

as well as pro-life groups eager to 

discourage the advance of 

embryo-killing stem-cell research 

— applauded the promising news. 

But both camps caution that more 

work must be completed before 

the full promise of induced plu-

ripotent skin stem cells, known as 

iPSCs, can be understood. 

“The recent papers from 

China and the Scripps Institute 

are very interesting and hopeful. 

They advance the notion that 

iPSCs are capable of producing 

live-born mice,” said Dr. William 

Hurlbut, a consulting professor in 

neurology and the neurological 

sciences at Stanford University. 

But Hurlbut, who has taught 

courses in bioethics, served on 

the President’s Council on Bio-

ethics during the Bush adminis-

tration, and is engaged in related 

scientific research, presents an 

ambiguous portrait of the impact 

of this new development on the 

culture wars. He noted that most 

of the reprogrammed stem cells 

failed to work and that only a few 

lines yielded an “apparently nor-

mal” adult mouse.

“It probably means there are a 

lot of technical barriers. To be 

commercially viable, they would 

have to be reliably pluripotent. 

They will have to look for what is 

in the lines of mice that work ver-

sus the ones that don’t work,” sug-

gested Hurlbut. “I spoke with 

Shinya Yamanaka, the Kyoto Uni-

versity scientist that initiated this 

advance, and he says there is still 

a lot of work to do.”

According to the paper pub-

lished in the science journal 

Nature, the researchers, led by Qi 

Zhou at the Chinese Academy of 

Sciences’ State Key Laboratory of 

Reproductive Biology, sought to 

establish whether the repro-

grammed mouse skin cells could 

yield the same pluripotent char-

acteristics common to embryonic 

stem cells; embryonic stem cells 

can morph into other cells in the 

body. The Chinese study con-

firmed that iPSCs were roughly 

equivalent to embryonic stem 

cells when they implanted the 

reprogrammed skin cells into a 

female mouse embryo and trans-

ferred that embryo to a female 

mouse, which later had pups. 

Fanyi Zeng of the Shanghai 

Institute of Medical Genetics at 

Shanghai Jiao Tong University 

told Reuters that the research 

would help scientists target “the 

root causes of disease and lead to 

viable treatments and cures of 

human afflictions.”

Researchers and patient advo-

cates have long contended that 

embryonic stem cells offer the 

potential to lead to medical mira-

cles, such as regenerating tissue 

damaged by trauma and disease.

While states like California 

have designated billions of dol-

lars for embryonic stem-cell 

research and President Obama 

fulfilled his campaign pledge to 

relax key restrictions on federal 

funding of embryonic stem-cell 

research, the “promise” of this 

work has yet to be realized. 

Meanwhile, scientists work-

ing with adult stem cells have 

produced a string of new thera-

pies, and hundreds of laborato-

ries are now engaged in iPSC 

BY STE VE WE ATHE RBE

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

WASHINGTON — Americans 

are mobilizing in a battle royal over 

health-reform measures sitting in 

Congress during the summer recess. 

Catholics appear equally polarized.

Members of Congress have 

found no respite back home: Their 

town hall meetings with citizens 

have been marked by inflammatory 

tactics from both sides of the debate. 

Come September, Congress is 

scheduled to vote on health-reform 

measures that pro-life groups warn 

will provide carte blanche public 

funding for abortions.

“This is the biggest pro-life issue 

in years,” said Congressman Joe 

Pitts, R-Pa., co-sponsor with Con-

gressman Bart Stupak, D-Mich., of a 

key pro-life amendment to the 

health-reform bill (H.R. 3200) that 

was defeated in committee. 

But pro-choice groups are issu-

ing warnings, too: They say the 

Pitts-Stupak amendments would 

have seriously reduced existing 

health insurance coverage for abor-

tion. They are urging their support-

ers to back H.R. 3200 as amended 

by California pro-abortion Demo-

crat Lois Capps. Some Catholic 

groups agree.

Two of the Pitts-Stupak amend-

BY THOMAS L . MC DONALD

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

SAN FRANCISCO — Imagine 

your dream library of spiritual clas-

sics. What would it contain? 

Start with a good Catholic Bible, 

of course. Perhaps add the works of 

Augustine, Aquinas, and a complete 

set of the Fathers of the Church. 

There would be individual classics: 

Butler’s Lives of the Saints, for exam-

ple. G.K. Chesterton would be well 

represented. 

Now let’s put them on an elec-

tronic device about the size and 

weight of a steno pad. Add in the 

ability to search by word or phrase, 

underline, clip and even annotate the 

text. Price some of the classics at a 

dollar or two, and make all of them 

available for instant download 

straight to the device.

This is what the new world of e-

books in general — and the Amazon 

Kindle in particular — can offer, and 

there is more to come. 

Kindle is like an iPod for books. 

It’s a compact, handheld device that 

stores and displays electronic books. 

Although there are other “e-readers” 

on the market, competitors such as 

the Sony PRS line, Samsung’s Papy-

FATHER TAD PACHOLCZYK

serves as director of education for 

the National Catholic Bioethics 

Center in Philadelphia. 

Father Pacholczyk (pronounced 

pa-HOLE-check) was ordained a 

priest for the Diocese of Falls River, 

Mass., in 1999. After earning a Ph.D. 

in neuroscience from Yale, he did 

postdoctoral research at Massachu-

setts General Hospital/Harvard 

Medical School. He also studied 

theology and bioethics in Rome.

He travels and speaks extensively 

on the ethical implications of embry-

onic stem-cell 

research, human 

cloning, end-of-

life issues and in 

vitro fertiliza-

tion.
As the nation 

geared up for an 

overhaul of its 

health-care sys-

tem, Father 

Pacholczyk spoke 

with Register correspondent Joel 

Davidson.

In his March letter to the bishops 

of the world, Pope Benedict XVI said: 

“With the dimming of the light which 

comes from God, humanity is losing 

its bearings, with increasingly evident 

destructive effects.” Do you see this 

phenomenon in the area of bioethics?

If you look at the history of bio-
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

 “We now have a 

cell type that will 

allow us to do the 

same experiments 

that we wanted to 

do using embryonic 

stem cells — and 

we won’t find 

ourselves in any 

ethical quagmire.” 

— Father Tad Pacholczyk, 

director of education for the 

National Catholic Bioethics 

Center, page one news story

New Religious Crop 

A new study shows that the 

incoming crop of men and 

women to religious life are 

more tradition-minded than 

the previous generation.

Briefs, page 2 

Pro-Life Tool

The Knights of Columbus are 

offering free ultrasound ma-

chines to crisis-pregnancy 

centers. 

Nation, page 3

‘Reparative’ Therapy

The American Psychological 

Association stirred debate 

over its recommendation for 

homosexuals.

Nation, page 3

Discriminatory 

Nondiscrimination?

Britain’s Catholic bishops have 

said a proposed European 

Union equality directive could 

force Christians to act against 

their consciences. 

World, page 4

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

CONTINUES ON PAGE 12

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

CNS PHOTO

How Should 

We Die?

Medical Ethicist Says 

End of Life Can Be 

Full of Graces

Kindling the 

Fires of Faith

Health-Care 

Battle Is

Shaping Up

Chinese Stem-Cell Advance 

Met With Cautious Optimism

BY ANTO AKK AR A    R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

B
HUBANESWAR, India — Kandhamal went up in flames Aug. 23, 

2008, with many Christians losing their lives and homes.

Church leaders are bracing for a possible repeat on the first anni-

versary of the troubles that were sparked by the assassination of a 

Hindu leader. 

But ecumenical leaders in Orissa, led by Archbishop Raphael Cheenath of 

Bhubaneswar, Orissa’s capital, are calling for a national “day of peace and har-

mony” to mark the anniversary.

Since Hindu fundamentalist groups are planning a “victory day” on the anni-

versary, fearful Church leaders have also demanded “complete security and pro-

tection to religious minorities, their lives, property, institutions, places of wor-

ship … since ‘criminals’ might want to indulge in any wrongful action.”

CONTINUES ON PAGE 12

Impunity and Intimidation Worry Church 

Ahead of Massacre’s Anniversary

India’s Christians 

Still on Alert

1 YEAR LATER. Top to bottom: A defaced portrait of Christ 

hangs on the wall of a demolished house after a mob at-

tack last summer at Barakhama village in the eastern Indian 

state of Orissa, where the anti-Christian hostility continues. 

Christians gather outside a shelter at Raikia village REUTERS/

Parth Sanyal, and a boy stands at the entrance of a damaged 

church in the Kandhamal district of Orissa during the height 

of the violence. REUTERS/Sanjib Mukherjee

IN DEPTH 

BIOETHICAL TEARJERKER, 

PAGE 7

FEARS REMAIN. A Christian girl sits with her sister 

in a shelter home in Cuttack. Parth Sanyal / Reuters
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‘pray, hope and don’t worry’culture of life, page b1

BY TIM DR AKER E G I S T E R  S E N I O R  W R I T E R
OMAHA, Neb. — Serra Interna-tional is using the Year for Priests to tackle the laity’s role in promoting vocations to religious life. More than 530 Serrans, several bishops and many priests gathered in Omaha for the group’s 67th International Convention Aug. 27-30, which focused on the theme “The Role of Christ’s Lay Faithful.”

“No one offers more support and encouragement for vocations than Serra,” said the host, Archbishop George Lucas of Omaha, about the organization, which was founded 75 years ago. “The genius of Serra is that it’s founded in prayer.”Serra has as its mission to foster and promote vocations to the minis-terial priesthood, to support priests in their ministry, to encourage and affirm vocations to consecrated life, and to assist its members in grow-ing in holiness.
Des Moines, Iowa, Bishop Rob-ert Pates presented the landscape from which vocations are cur-

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

BY RICH DALYR E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T
WASHINGTON — One aspect of the health-care reform legislation is a deal killer, as far as some family groups are concerned.

A low-profile provision within the 1,000-plus-page health-care overhaul bill in Congress is so controversial to some family-rights groups that they have opposed the overall health-care bill because the visitation program is included.
The provision would create the first federally funded program for home visits of expectant mothers and families with children under 6. Home visitation programs, which have existed in various forms for sev-eral decades, have received funding from state and local governments and 

private entities. The programs have functioned with a variety of pur-poses, but they are frequently touted 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 9
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Newt Gingrich, former speaker of the House of Representatives, was received into the Catholic Church on March 30 at St. Joseph’s Church in Washington.
It was his experience of being with Pope Benedict XVI in Wash-ington last spring that led to his final decision to become Catholic.Gingrich founded the nonparti-san think tank American Solutions. He and his wife, Callista Gingrich, have produced public-policy docu-mentaries. Their new film, Redis-covering God in America, Part II, will be released this month. 

Gingrich spoke with the Regis-ter’s senior writer, Tim Drake, from his office in Washington.

Where are you from originally?I was born in Harrisburg, Pa., and lived in central Pennsylvania until I was 10 years old. My dad was in the Army and had been in Korea. I had a classic Army brat back-ground. We spent time in Kansas, France and Germany. In March 1960, we arrived at Fort Benning, and I became a Georgian.I have four younger sisters. My mother was a stay-at-home mom, but did work full time after my 

Speaking for a 
Catholic Civilization

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:“I’ve been surprised by the number of people who have walked up to me and said, ‘Welcome home.’”— FORMER SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE NEWT GINGRICH, ON HIS BECOMING CATHOLIC, PAGE 10Too Young
Health Service rules in the U.K. state that babies should not be given intensive care if they are born at less than 22 weeks. Sarah Capewell’s baby missed that cutoff by two days. Briefs, page 2 

Modern Slaves
Traffi cking in people is the fast-est-growing source of profi t for criminal enterprises worldwide. Briefs, page 2 

‘Good Track Record’
The New York State Catholic Conference’s voice will be heard in a same-sex “marriage” court case. 

Nation, page 3

Maintains Innocence
DNA tests conducted at the 

behest of a suspended Toledo diocesan priest have failed to 
clear him in the 1980 murder of a Mercy sister. Nation, page 3

Be Faithful
Even while Church communities in Brazil are experiencing a 
lack of priests, bishops must work toward guaranteeing an 
adequate formation of seminarians, Pope Benedict XVI said. 
Vatican, page 5

Mission Zeal
Pope Benedict XVI asked Catholics 
to give gener-
ously this year 
to the Church’s 
missionary agen-
cies, saying that 
young church 
communities need the funding at a 
time of economic crisis. Vatican, 
page 5

WAITING. A 6-year-old boy at Capital Area Pediatrics offi ce in Ashburn, Va., waits to see a doctor. REUTERS/Hyungwon Kang

BY STE VE WE ATH E RBER E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T
WASHINGTON — There is as much debate about health-care reform among Catholics as there is in the nation at large.And, as Congress returned from its August recess to face the monumental task of crafting a health-insurance reform bill and gain consen-sus, individual bishops entered the debate, join-ing the national bishops’ conference, which has been speaking out for some time.Some are asserting that there is a right to health care, and others are criticizing proposals for heavy-handedness and violation of the “sub-sidiarity principle.” 

Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, Kan., and Bishop Robert Finn of Kansas City-St. Joseph, Mo., warned in a Sept. 1 statement, for example, that centralized health-insurance pro-

posals would contradict the Church’s “subsid-iarity” teaching that governments should not interfere in or supplant private and local efforts to meet social needs and, thus, “never doing for others what they can do for themselves.”The bishops speak not of a right to health care itself, but “the right of every individual to access health care” and argue that this “does not necessarily suppose an obligation on the part of the government to provide it.” Bishop R. Walter Nickless of Sioux City, Iowa, meanwhile, explained in a column on the website of the Diocese of Sioux City that the “natural right” of health care is the “divine bounty of food, water, and air without which all of us quickly die.”
“This bounty comes from God directly,” Bishop Nickless wrote. “None of us can morally 

Whose Health Care Is It? 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

‘Right’ to Care and Subsidiarity Seen as Sticking Points in Debate

Vocational 
Voltage
Serra Tackles Religious Call Issue In Year for Priests

REUTERS/Nacho Doce

‘Voluntary’ Visitation Program Draws Family Fire

Home-Invasion Threat

BY WAYN E L AUGE S E NR E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T
COLUMBUS, 

Ga. — In spite of a 
news report that 
Maryknoll Father 
Roy Bourgeois 
has confirmed 
that he has been 
excommunicated, 
the priest says he 
just does not know.

Best known for his ongoing pro-tests at the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation, formerly the School of the Ameri-cas, Father Bourgeois also advo-cates ordination of women as priests.
The Congregation for the Doc-trine of the Faith sent the priest a letter last Oct. 21 stating that he had 30 days to recant his “belief and public statements that support the ordination of women in our Church, or [he] will be excommunicated.” The letter followed his participa-tion last summer in a ceremony attempting to ordain women.

Waiting for 
An Answer

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9
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Maryknoll Priest 
Confused on

Excommunication

Rep. Jim McDermott, D-Wash. REUTERS/Larry Downing LSD

Amit Dave/Reuters
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R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

HUBANESWAR, India — Kandhamal went up in flames Aug. 23, 

2008, with many Christians losing their lives and homes.

Church leaders are bracing for a possible repeat on the first anni-

versary of the troubles that were sparked by the assassination of a 

But ecumenical leaders in Orissa, led by Archbishop Raphael Cheenath of 

Bhubaneswar, Orissa’s capital, are calling for a national “day of peace and har-

Since Hindu fundamentalist groups are planning a “victory day” on the anni-

versary, fearful Church leaders have also demanded “complete security and pro-

tection to religious minorities, their lives, property, institutions, places of wor-

Impunity and Intimidation Worry Church 

Ahead of Massacre’s Anniversary

India’s Christians 

Still on Alert

Rep. Bart Stupak warns that 

if language restricting abortion 

funding is not included in health-

care reform legislation, it will be 
very difficult to reverse the situa-

tion in the future.

Stupak, 57, is a Catholic and a 

pro-life Democrat. Elected in 1992 

to serve Michigan’s First District 

(consisting of the state’s upper 

peninsula and northern counties 

of the lower peninsula), he is a 

member of the House Energy and 

Commerce Committee.

During the week of Sept. 14, he 

vowed to vote against the House 

health-care reform bill (H.R. 

3200) if he is not allowed to offer 

a “more explicit” ban on federal 

funding for plans that cover abor-

tion services.

Stupak spoke with Register 

correspondent Joan Frawley Des-

mond Sept. 23 as the Senate 

Finance Committee took up legis-

lation on health-care reform. 

You promised to oppose the 

House bill if it doesn’t contain a 

“more explicit” ban on federal 

funding for abortion coverage. 

Where does the legislative process 

stand now?

I spoke to President Obama 

last week. Since we’ve been back 

this week, I’ve spoken with the 

House leadership and those who 

support abortion in the public 

option. They all want to talk now. 

We do see some movement, but 

there has been no change in the 

language.

How would you assess the U.S. 

bishops’ effort to advance pro-life 

concerns in the legislative process?

The USCCB has been very 

effective. We have worked 

together to bring this to the fore-

front. If we reach a resolution that 

includes an explicit ban on an 

abortion mandate and federal 

funding, and the bishops are able 

to come out in favor of health-care 

reform, that will help members of 

Congress and the public under-

stand the need for health-care 

benefits in this country. I would 

hope the bishops would bring 

some clarity to the debate on end-

of-life issues and help seniors real-

ize that preventive testing will be 

100% covered. 

The Church has subtle ways 

for bringing forth support for leg-

islation that is outside the scope 

BY STEVE WEATHERBE

REGISTER CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON — Congress 

has voted to stop funding a con-

troversial social-development 

group that received millions of 

dollars from the U.S. Conference 

of Catholic Bishops in the past.

Congressional action came 

after staff of the Association of 

Community Organizations for 

Reform Now were taped offering 

advice on how to operate a 

brothel. The group goes by its 

acronym, Acorn. 

There will be no more Catholic 

money going Acorn’s way, Ralph 

McCloud, head of the Catholic Cam-

paign for Human Development, told 

the Register. “We have no relation-

ship with Acorn and no intentions 

of funding them at any level.” 
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R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

WASHINGTON — Several 

Republican senators are pushing to 

limit taxpayer funding of abortion 

and federal support for assisted sui-

cide as part of the newest health-

reform proposal.

The efforts of abortion and 

euthanasia opponents came as the 

Senate Finance Committee began to 

consider more than 500 amend-

ments the week of Sept. 21 to a new 

bill, America’s Healthy Future Act, 

which seeks to become the only 

bipartisan approach to overhauling 

the nation’s health-care system.

The bill’s sponsor, Sen. Max 

Baucus, D-Mont., sought to avoid 

some of the controversies that other 

major health-reform proposals have 

generated in areas such as abortion 

by saying his measure would not 

change “the status quo” on the 

issue. 
However, Sen. Chuck Grassley 

of Iowa, the panel’s ranking Repub-

lican, criticized many of the plan’s 

key components and said the bill 

falls short in preventing the use of 

taxpayer funding for abortion.

“On abortion, despite commit-

ments made by the president and 

[Health and Human Services] Sec-

retary Sebelius, this bill does not 

follow the longstanding principle 

that federal funds should not be 

provided for elective abortions,” 

Grassley said during the committee 

review of the bill. “Instead, federal 

funds would end up subsidizing 

BY STE VE WE ATH E RBE

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

SALT LAKE CITY — In Europe, town squares are 

shown emptying of people. In China, children vanish 

from playground swings. In America, acres of new 

homes go unsold.

These are some of the compelling images from the 

2008 documentary Demographic Winter and its sequel 

of this spring, Demographic Bomb, signaling the 

decline in the world’s population.

It’s a decline already begun in parts of Europe and 

Japan.
Director Rick Stout and producer Barry McLerran 

argue that contrary to conventional wisdom, the 

world is running out of people, especially young 

ones. 
And while the world’s population will rise until 

2050 — to 9.2 billion people (mainly due to people liv-

ing longer) — after that it will begin an ever-steepen-

ing decline that includes Africa, the Americas and 

Asia, according to the United Nations.

“Who will operate the factories and farms in the 

Europe of the future?” Demographic Bomb asks. “Who 

will develop the natural resources? ... Who will care 

for a graying population? A burgeoning elderly popu-

lation combined with a shrinking workforce will lead 

to a train wreck for state pension systems.”

It’s a different kind of train wreck than has been 

predicted since the days of Thomas Malthus. And 

warnings of overpopulation continue: Just a couple of 

weeks ago, the Royal Society of Great Britain issued a 

report saying unchecked population growth is speed-

ing climate change and dooming many countries to 

poverty.

Unless birth rates are lowered sharply through vol-

untary family-planning programs the population 

could reach an unsustainable 11 billion people by 2050, 

says the report, prepared by 42 specialists in environ-

mental science, economics and demography.

World’s Birth Rates

(According to The World 

Factbook from the CIA, 

based on 2009 esti-

mates):

■ Lowest: Hong Kong 

(7.42 births per 1,000 

people), Japan (7.64),

Germany and Italy (8.18)

■ Highest: Niger (51.60), 

Mali (49.15), Uganda 

(47.84)

■ The United States has 

a birth rate of 13.82; 

the United Kingdom’s is 

10.65.

Where Are the Children?

World Is ‘Running Out of People,’ Documentary Warns

Baucus Bill

‘Falls Short’

Acorn’s Fall?

View From the House

REP. BART STUPAK

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10
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Benedict to England

The Times of London reported 

that Pope Benedict will make an 

apostolic voyage to England in 

September 2010. 

Briefs, page 2 

Vatican Visitation

Questions about member-

ship, living arrangements, the 

ministries in which members 

participate and spiritual life are 

included in a questionnaire to 

congregations of women reli-

gious in the United States. 

Nation, page 3

Honors for Bishop

A Chinese bishop who lived 

under government surveillance 

and faced offi cial pressure, even 

in his retirement, was permitted 

a public funeral. 

World, page 4

Middle East Confab

Pope Benedict announced that 

he was convening a Synod of 

Bishops for the Middle East to 

be held in October of 2010. 

Vatican, page 5

Unity at the Beginning

Orthodox Archbishop Hilarion cel-

ebrated Divine Liturgy in a Roman 

catacomb and invoked the fi rst 

Christians, who preserved unity 

in the face of persecution.

Vatican, page 5

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“If it becomes law, H.R. 3200 will be the health 

policy for the United States. The policy 

regarding public funding for abortion will no 

longer be found in annual appropriations bills, 

but in H.R. 3200. That means public funding for 

abortion will be allowed — and under public 

options: At least one dollar of your money will 

go to supplement reproductive rights or 

abortion services.”  

—  R E P .  B A R T  S T U P A K ,  I N  P E R S O N ,  P A G E  1 0

Republicans Push 

To Ban Abortion and 

Assisted Suicide in 

Health Reform

Congress Follows 

Church in 

Defunding 

Group After 

Sex-Trade Exposé

BY TIM DRAKE

REGISTER SENIOR WRITER

WASHINGTON — A con-

gressman from New York recently 

introduced a bill called the 

Respect for Marriage Act, win-

ning support from an initial 90 co-

sponsors. Advocates speak about 

the “immorality” of the situation 

the legislation seeks to address.

But rather than seeking to pro-

tect the traditional definition of 

marriage as a union of one man 

and one woman, the bill, H.R. 

3567, would completely eliminate 

the Defense of Marriage Act, 

which allows states to define mar-

riage as a legal union between one 

man and one woman. 

In addition to repealing Doma, 

the Respect for Marriage Act 

would require federal recognition 

Is Doma 

Doomed?
Marriage 

Under Attack in 

Congressional and 

Legal Action

CONTINUES ON PAGE 12

Bart Stupak Fights 

Abortion Mandates 

In Health-Care 

Reform Bills

 Jim Young / Reuters

shutterstock

acorn.org
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 A 6-year-old boy at Capital Area Pediatrics offi ce in Ashburn, Va., waits to see a doctor.

 A 6-year-old boy at Capital Area Pediatrics offi ce in Ashburn, Va., waits to see a doctor.

 A 6-year-old boy at Capital Area Pediatrics offi
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World Is ‘Running Out of People,’ Documentary Warns
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■ 40 Days for Life campaigns conducted 
to date: fi ve national campaigns (2007-
2009), six individual campaigns (2004-
2007)

■ Locations involved in campaigns: 282 
cities in all 50 U.S. states, fi ve Canadian 
provinces, Australia, Northern Ireland and 
Denmark

■ Individuals involved in campaigns: More 
than 215,000 (does not include the numbers 
from the fall 2009 campaign)

■ Churches active in campaigns: More 
than 6,000

■ Abortion business employees who have 
ceased employment because of the cam-
paigns: 23

■ Abortion businesses that have closed 
down throughout the campaigns: four

■ Babies saved from abortion during the 
campaigns: 2,003.

For more information about 40 Days for 
Life and to sign up for e-mail updates, visit 
40DaysforLife.com. 

BY TIM DR AKE
R E G I S T E R  S E N I O R  W R I T E R

WASHINGTON — The 
announcement that a path is opening 
for possibly thousands of Anglicans 
to join the Catholic Church was met 
with excitement. But it’s still too 
early to tell how things will work 
out.

The New York Times reported 
that at least one American Episcopal 
pastor and his 400-member congre-
gation in Philadelphia are ready to 
convert en masse as soon as the Vat-
ican completes a new apostolic con-
stitution setting up jurisdictions 
called personal ordinariates for 
Anglicans who wish to unite with 
Rome.

“We’d been praying for this daily 
for two years,” Bishop David Moyer, 
pastor of Church of the Good Shep-
herd, told the Times.

But American observers wonder 
what impact the implementation of 
the constitution is likely to have on 
Episcopalians in the United States. 

“The USCCB stands ready to col-
laborate in the implementation of 
that provision in our country,” said 
Cardinal Francis George, president 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, following the Vatican’s 
announcement.

For the most part, Anglicans who 
have been upset with certain trends 
in their church have been moved by 

BY J U STIN BE LL
R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

DUBLIN, Ireland — With two 
governments, a recent European 
treaty vote and a suffering eco-
nomic climate, pro-life leaders from 
the island of Ireland face complex 
challenges. But the movement has 
resilient, savvy leaders who are 
fully aware of the land’s pro-life 
heritage and the ongoing battle for 
life.

Workers in the movement 
address concerns on the street, 

lobby legislators, and connect with 
the masses through new media. 
Often they have looked to pro-life 
leaders in the United States for 
strategy and inspiration. Pro-lifers 
worldwide look to Ireland with 
hope, as the country has held legal-
ized abortion at bay.

However, the Oct. 2 vote in the 
Republic of Ireland ratifying the 
Treaty of Lisbon has many pro-life 
leaders concerned. The treaty, 
which the Irish turned down in 
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“We are profoundly moved 
by the generosity of the 
Holy Father. … He has 

dedicated his pontificate to 
the cause of unity.”

 — Archbishop John Hepworth, 
primate of the Traditional Anglican 
Communion, describing the move 
toward Anglican-Catholic unity, 

page 9

War on Christmas
A federal lawsuit has been fi led 
in Warren, Mich., to allow a 
public Nativity scene, a 63-year 
tradition, following a ban of the 
display in response to a threat-
ening letter from an atheist 
organization.
Briefs, page 2

Harassment of Pro-Life 
Centers
A proposal requiring Baltimore 
pregnancy-support centers to 
post a disclaimer stating they 
don’t provide abortion or con-
traceptive services is harass-
ment, according to Baltimore 
Archbishop Edwin O’Brien.
Nation, page 3

Archbishop Dolan’s New 
Post
The archbishop of New York 
succeeds Cardinal William 
Keeler as the U.S. bishops’ 
moderator of Jewish affairs. 
Nation, page 3

Pope Will View Shroud of 
Turin
Benedict XVI will travel to Italy 
in May to see the sacred cloth, 
which will be on public display 
for the fi rst time since it 
underwent major cleaning and 
restoration in 2002. 
Vatican, page 5

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

S PECIAL TO TH E REGI STE R

KALISPELL, Mont. — The Planned Par-
enthood abortion business in Kalispell, 
Mont., is preparing to shut its doors for 
good on Nov. 20.

David Bereit is confident that the 
Kalispell 40 Days for Life campaign played 
an integral role in its closing. 

“Faithful pro-lifers maintained a prayer-
ful vigil at that site for the spring campaign, 
and their prayers have been heard,” said 
Bereit, national director of 40 Days for 
Life.

Bereit represents more than 215,000 
individuals who have joined the 40 Days for 
Life movement since the initial campaign 
kicked off in Bryan, Texas, in 2004. Now 
the largest coordinated pro-life outreach in 

history, 40 Days for Life is a community-
based effort focused on 40 days of prayer 
and fasting for an end to abortion, round-
the-clock peaceful vigils outside abortion 
facilities, and grassroots educational out-
reach. The most recent campaign, which 
took place from Sept. 23-Nov. 1, was the 

largest to date, including 212 cities in 45 
American states, five Canadian provinces 
and Denmark. At least 442 children were 
saved from abortion during the 40-day 
event.

After experiencing a successful spring 
campaign, the Abilene, Texas, 40 Days for 
Life team was eager to tackle the event 
again this fall. However, discouragement 
set in when volunteers were sparse and the 
vigil schedule was vacant. “At first it didn’t 
make sense; we were working as hard as the 
previous campaign, but nothing was click-
ing,” said Paula Matchen, director of the 
Abilene campaign. “We soon realized that 
we were trying to take control instead of 
letting God lead. After giving everything to 

40 Days,
Countless Lives 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

saving lives through prayer and sacrifice

BY ANTHONY FLOT T
R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

FARGO, N.D. — Jan George was 
5,000 miles from home talking with 
strangers in Italy when the conversa-
tion turned to Fargo, N.D. 

More specifically, to Fargo Bishop 
Samuel Aquila (pictured at right).

George remembers being sur-
prised that the strangers had heard 

of Bishop Aquila.
“That really 

struck me,” said 
George, a parishio-
ner at Fargo’s St. 
Mary’s Cathedral. 
Yet she under-
stands why Bishop 

Aquila’s reputation had preceded 
him.

Since coming to Fargo in 2002, 
Bishop Aquila hasn’t shied away 
from speaking out — to his flock, to 
priests and even to fellow bishops. 
Often, politics is the subject. In 
August, for instance, he penned a let-
ter to the faithful on the health-care 

debate, saying any reform of the sys-
tem must be based on principles such 
as respect for all human life and sub-
sidiarity. 

He has also changed the order in 
which sacraments of initiation are 
administered in the diocese and 
banned dances at a middle school.

The Fargo Diocese is one of two 
dioceses in the state, covering nearly 
36,000 square miles of eastern North 
Dakota and including 133 parishes 
(87,409 Catholics in a total popula-
tion of 377,979). There are 147 priests 
(including those who are retired or 
serving outside the diocese) and 44 
permanent deacons.

North Dakota’s economy and 
society are dominated by agricul-

FATHER PETER UHDE has a 
unique mission. 

As U.S. Army Capt. Uhde, he is 
not only a priest chaplain — he also 
works as a recruiter trying to con-
vince priests and seminarians to 
become military chaplains.

Ordained in 1981 for the Archdi-
ocese of Newark, N.J., Father Uhde 
was sent to the University of Lisbon 
to learn Portuguese, then assigned 
to Newark’s “Ironbound” neighbor-
hood, which is populated mostly by 
Portuguese immigrants.

While in seminary he signed up 
as a chaplain candidate for the Air 
Force and remained in the Reserves 
from 1979-91, when he left to devote 

all his time to 
both of his par-
ishes in Iron-
bound. In 2001, 
with the bless-
ing of Arch-
bishop Theo-
dore McCar-
rick, he entered the Army full time 
as a priest chaplain, serving in the 
United States, Germany and Iraq. 
Medevaced from Iraq due to a med-
ical condition, he spent 18 months in 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
in Washington. (See related article 
on page B1.)

From his base in Fort Meade, 
Md., and soon to report for an 
Advanced Officers Course, he spoke 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 11

LIGHT FOR LIFE. Two-year-old Antonio 
Rivera holds a candle Sept. 22 during a 
kickoff event for 40 Days for Life at Our 
Lady of the Americas Church in 
Rochester, N.Y. The pro-life campaign 
seeks to educate people about the 
consequences of abortion through 40 
days of prayer, fasting and community 
outreach. CNS photo/Mike Crupi, Catholic Courier

‘Close to the Soil’
Fargo, N.D., Bishop 

Has Worked to
Form Consciences

Ireland’s Pro-Lifers 
Wary of Treaty

Will Anglican Overture 
Work Out? Time Will Tell
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Fighting the Good Fight

By the Numbers

year for priests
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