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by CARLOS BRICEÑO

Register Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Now that the 

dust has settled from the battle over 

the presidency, the next bare-knuck-

led fight between Democrats and 

Republicans may be over the replace-

ment of a Supreme Court justice, with 

abortion likely to be an issue during 

the nominating process. 

The battle is not far off. The health 

of Chief Justice William Rehnquist, 

who is undergoing treatment for thy-

roid cancer, may force him to resign 

within weeks, legal experts said. 

At stake: the possible start of over-

turning Roe v. Wade — especially 

because an aging lineup of justices 

may allow President Bush to replace 

several others before his term ends 

in 2008.
“In general, the pro-abortion peo-

ple are on target in recognizing that 

Roe v. Wade is very fragile,” said 

Father Richard John Neuhaus, presi-

dent of the Institute on Religion and 

Public Life. 
Overturning Roe v. Wade may 

take some time, however. Sean Rush-

ton, executive director of the Com-

mittee for Justice, which promotes 

constitutionalist judicial nominees, 

pointed out that Rehnquist is known 

for his conservative opinions. If he is 

replaced by another conservative, the 

court retains its status quo in terms of 

its current balance of opinions.

“Down the road, if there is another 

retirement … when one of the more 

moderate or more liberal justices 

retires, then the president will have 

the opportunity to change the court 

in some meaningful way,” Rushton 

said.
Realizing they have an opportunity 

to shape the nation s highest court, 

Republicans have come up with an 

elaborate plan to counter what they 

expect will be intense opposition by 

liberal groups and Democratic allies, 

such as People for the American Way 

and NARAL Pro-Choice America, 

during the nominating process.

“You can nominate Mother Teresa, 

and she ll be painted as a racist or 

she s against affirmative action,” said 

Manuel Miranda, chief architect of 

the plan. Miranda was a senior aide 

Christmas
Break

The next issue of the Register 

will be dated Jan. 2 

Merry Christmas!

RU-486 Kills 
— Legally

After three deaths and 600 

“incidents,” pro-lifers were 

disappointed that the FDA 

merely ordered a stronger 

label warning on the abortion 

pill, not a ban. 

National News, page 3

Collateral
Damage

The war on terrorism is increas-

ing hostility toward Christians 

in the Muslim world, a senior 

Vatican official warned.  

Vatican News, page 4

Always
Catholic

Pope John Paul II says there 

should be no division between 

the faith of Catholics and their 

professional, political and cul-

tural lives. 

Vatican News, page 4

Prayers
For Peace

Peace in Ireland has been 

elusive for politicians and dip-

lomats, but a group of French 

monks have hope.

World News, page 6

Malta Showdown

A United Nations committee 

said abortion should be legal 

in Catholic Malta. The island’s 

bishops are standing up for 

the innocent.

World News, page 6
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He s president of the Catholic 

League, an organization that gets 

its reputation from high-profile 

fights about anti-Catholicism but 

has built its resume with smaller, 

sweeter wins that don t always 

make the front page. 

Responding to complaints that 

he tends to be brash, Donohue 

said that off-camera, he s quite 

different. Last year, for example, 

Donohue and Bishop Thomas 

Doran of the Diocese of Rockford, 

Ill., saved a beloved church from 

being torn down. This year, 

Donohue put out a statement 

congratulating U.S. Sen. Barbara 

Boxer, a Democrat, for a bill giv-

ing federal money to restore 21 

Spanish missions in California. 

Last November, a high-school stu-

dent near Rochester, N.Y., told 

Donohue the school newspaper 

refused to print his article about 

religion. Donohue contacted the 

principal and resolved the matter 

via email.
He spoke with Chicago semi-

narian Raymond Cleaveland about 

his work.

Tell me what 

the Catholic 

League is try-

ing to do.
Our role is 

fairly narrow, 

but it must be 

understood for 

what it is: to 

make certain that the Catholic 

voice is heard. If people disagree 

with what the Catholic Church 

says, that s okay. All we Catholics 

want is a fair hearing, without 

people throwing church-and-state 

arguments at us and telling us to 

shut up. So we see ourselves kind 

of like the Marines — we go in to 

clear the forest. 

Our role is to get in front and 

make it easier for the bishops, 

priests and nuns to have a fair 

hearing in the media. And it must 

be a lay group because, as a lay-

man, I can go out into the foray 

first; I can have an “edge” to me, 

and then it becomes easier for the 

bishops to take positions.

You described yourself as 

having an “edge.” Some even 

say you have a “chip on your 

shoulder.” Do you?

Let s put it this way. When you 

do talk on TV, as I do frequently, 

you re engaged with some bright 

people, generally on the left, and 

I think it would be a mistake to 

project an altar-boy, blue-nosed, 

nerdy kind of image of Catholics 

— which is precisely the stereo-

type that our adversaries have 

of us — and I m not that way. 

Look, I m a regular guy who s

just fed up with the attacks on our 

Catholic Church. I m New York 

Irish and, yeah, there is a tough 

edge to me when I m on TV, but 

when people get to know me, I 

don t think they would say I have 

a chip on my shoulder. But I ll say 

one thing, when I m in a debate 

on TV, I go in prepared and I go 

in to win. 

What exactly do you deem 

“anti-Catholic”?
Take the movies or the theater, 

Indepth
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Inbrief

Inperson A Regular Catholic Guy — With an Edge

William Donohue s no-holds-barred style 

has won him friends and enemies — and vic-

tories.

continues on page 17 

Merry Olde Christmas
by Joanna Bogle, page 9

continues on page 17
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by JOSEPH PRONECHEN

Register Correspondent

MILFORD, Conn. — Bethle-

hem is safer than it has been in 

years. But many pilgrims don t

realize that.
They re swayed by recent years

news reports focusing on trouble 

in the little town where Christ was 

born.
If the world is avoiding Beth-

lehem, Mudar Qumsieh is taking 

Bethlehem to the world.

He s a Bethlehem-born 22-year-

old Eastern-rite Catholic who came 

to study in the United States four 

years ago. Last July, he hatched 

a plan to sell Holy Land crafts in 

the United States in order to help 

artisans make up for lost revenue as 

“He could have been speaking about the Register,” Father Kearns 

said. And, in a way, he was.

John Paul II appealed to Catholic newspapers to be agents of the 

“civilization of love” when he met with Italian journalists Dec. 4.

“The contribution of Catholic journalists is more precious than 

ever today, both at the pastoral as well as the cultural and social 

level,” the Pope said during an audience with 

200 participants from the assembly of the 

Italian Federation of Catholic Weeklies.

“Thank you for the service that you offer, 

with your newspaper publications, to building a civilization of 

love,” the Holy Father said. 

According to the Pope, Catholic weeklies “breathe into families, 

parishes and cities the Christian values that form a great part of the 

spiritual patrimony of the Italian people.” 

“I am thinking, in particular, of the protection of human life in its 

integrity; of marriage and the family, which in a misunderstood cul-

OUR WEEKLY MISSION
POPE JOHN PAUL II BLESSES THE REGISTER AND LATER SPEAKS ABOUT WEEKLIES

 VATICAN CITY — We would like 

to think the two events were connected, 

but they really weren t.

On Nov. 30, publisher and editor-in-

chief Father Owen Kearns presented the 

Register to Pope John Paul II during an 

audience in Rome.

One week later, the Holy Father spoke 

in another context about the mission of 

Catholic weekly newspapers.

by REGISTER STAFF

continues on page 17

by MARGE FENELON

Register Correspondent

REDBANK, N.J. — Christmas 

has been called the first all-night 

adoration. Joseph and Mary did 

their time; the shepherds also got 

called for special nighttime duty 

adoring the new Savior. 

Members of the Nocturnal Ado-

ration Society imitate the Christmas 

watch, all year long — especially 

this year.
 “We hope that the Year of the 

Eucharist generates new interest in 

Eucharistic adoration,” said Henry 

Ballasty, nocturnal adoration coor-

dinator at St. James Catholic Church 

in Redbank, N.J., “and we hope that 

the NAS can be responsive to what 

the Pope has advocated in his proc-

lamation.”
Ballasty has been a member of 

the society for more than 30 years. 

He was drawn to the group s mis-

O Come Let 
Us Adore Him 
… All Night

Bearing
Gifts From
Bethlehem

Bush’s
Supreme

Test 

Artisans from Christ’s 

hometown travel
with their wares

Will High Court 
Turnover Mean         

the End of Roe?

continues on page 16

continues on page 16
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Pope John Paul II blesses the Register in a meeting with the publisher.

A weekly newspaper written for active Catholics 
in order to help them understand and apply the 
teachings of the Catholic Church, and so  advance the 
culture of life and build up the Kingdom of Christ in 
society.

Th e weekly Catholic newspaper that enriches the 
spiritual growth of its readers by providing insight on 

confusing issues, by clarifying half-truths reported in 
the secular news, and by connecting readers with the 

faithful around the world.

Readership Demographics

AGE

Under 25 0.8%
25-34 6.9%
35-44 17.4%
45-54 19%
55-64 17.8%
65-74 22%
75 or over 16.1%
Average 56.5
Median 58.3

GENDER

Male 53.4%
Female  46.6%

MARITAL STATUS

Married 64.2%
Single 20%
Widowed 9.8%
Divorced 6%

EDUCATION 

Completed High School 12.2% 
Some College 18.2%   
Graduated College 67.3% 
Graduate Degree 31.3% 
Some Graduate School 8.9%  

VOTING

Regularly 93.8%
Sometimes 5.4%
Never 0.8%

INVESTMENTS INFLUENCED BY 
CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES

Yes 62.8%
No 19.3%

HOUSEHOLD INCOME (GROSS)

Under $20,000 10.7%
$25,000-$34,999 14.7%
$35,000-$49,999 15.2%
$50,000-$74,999 19%
$75,000-$99,999 15.2%
$100,000-$149,999 10.4%
$150,000 or over 7.3%

Demographic Information



2006 Editorial Calendar

*Deadlines 
The Space 
Reservation 
deadline is 19 days 
prior to issue date. 
The Ad Materials 
deadline is 16 days 
prior to issue date 
(except in the case 
of holidays).

* Editorial calendar subject to change without advance notice.

  
Issue Theme                                                  Space Deadline    Material Due 

January 1, 2006 The Epiphany / Homeschooling Guide / Catechism 12/5/05 12/8/05
January 8, 2006 National Vocations Awareness Week 12/12/05 12/15/05
January 15, 2006 Register Recommends: Books & Blogs / Charities 12/19/06 12/22/06
January 22, 2006 National Catholic Schools Week / Roe vs. Wade 1/3/06 1/6/06
January 29, 2006 Event Planner / Conferences / Retreats 1/10/06 1/13/06
     
February 5, 2006 World Day of the Sick / Missions 1/17/06 1/20/06
February 12, 2006 Wedding Planner / Online Dating 1/24/06 1/27/06
February 19, 2006 Winter Reading / Tour Guide / Spiritual Pilgrimages 1/31/06 2/3/06
February 26, 2006 Event Planner / Collegiate News 2/7/06 2/10/06
     
March 5, 2006 Lenten Reading & Sacramental Gifts 2/14/06 2/17/06
March 12, 2006 Marriage & Family / Investments 2/21/06 2/24/06
March 19, 2006 Religious Life & Ministries 2/28/06 3/3/06
March 26, 2006 Event Planner / Spring Travel & Entertainment 3/7/06 3/10/06
     
April 2, 2006 In Memory of Pope John Paul II 3/14/06 3/17/06
April 9, 2006 The Passion of Christ / Charities and Foundations 3/21/06 3/24/06
April 16, 2006 Easter / Register Recommends: Books & Blogs  3/28/06 3/31/06
April 23, 2006 Retirement Communities & Long Term Planning 4/4/06 4/7/06
April 30, 2006 Event Planner / Life After Graduation 4/11/06 4/14/06
     
May 7, 2006 World Day of Prayer for Vocations 4/18/06 4/21/06
May 14, 2006 Mother’s Day / Pro-Life 4/25/06 4/28/06
May 21, 2006 Summer Vacation / Summer Concerts and Music 5/2/06 5/5/06
May 28, 2006 Marian Shrines & Gifts 5/9/06 5/12/06
     
June 4, 2006 Summer Reading / Vatican History 5/16/06 5/19/06
June 11, 2006 Vocational Discernment / Religious Gifts 5/23/06 5/26/06
June 18, 2006 Father’s Day / Pro-Life 5/30/06 6/2/06
June 25, 2006 Feast of the Apostles / Missions 6/6/06 6/9/06
     
July 2, 2006 American Politics and Historical Reading 6/13/06 6/16/06
July 9, 2006 Pilgrimages & Retreats 6/20/06 6/23/06
July 16, 2006 Register Recommends: Books & Blogs / Vocations 6/27/06 6/30/06
July 23, 2006 Products and Services for Children 7/3/06 7/7/06
     
August 6, 2006 Back to School / Homeschooling / Catechism 7/18/06 7/21/06
August 13, 2006 Autumn Travel 7/25/06 7/28/06
August 20, 2006 Vocational Discernment / Ministries 8/1/06 8/4/06
August 27, 2006 Fall Reading 8/8/06 8/11/06
     
September 3, 2006 Charities and Foundations 8/15/06 8/18/06
September 10, 2006 Vocational Discernment 8/22/06 8/25/06
September 17, 2006 Internet Dating 8/29/06 9/1/06
September 24, 2006 Annual Collegiate Guide 9/5/06 9/8/06
     
October 1, 2006 Respect Life Sunday 9/12/06 9/15/06
October 8, 2006 Vocation Awareness Sunday 9/19/06 9/22/06
October 15, 2006 Senior Living 9/26/06 9/29/06
October 22, 2006 Register Recommends: Books & Blogs / World Mission Sunday 10/3/06 10/6/06
October 29, 2006 All Saints Day / Holiday Traditions 10/10/06 10/13/06
     
November 5, 2006 Tenth Annual Christmas Gift Guide 10/17/06 10/20/06
November 12, 2006 Christmas Books/Music/Videos 10/24/06 10/27/06
November 19, 2006 Family & Kids’ Products 10/31/06 11/3/06
November 26, 2006 Advent Guide — Series 1 of 4 11/7/06 11/10/06
     
December 3, 2006 Last Minute Christmas Gifts  Advent Reading & Rosary 11/14/06 11/17/06
December 10, 2006 Catholic Colleges & Universities 11/21/06 11/24/06
December 17, 2006 Christmas/Charities & Foundations 11/28/06 12/1/06
December 24, 2006 Religious Life & Ministries 12/5/06 12/8/06
     
 
  
 



Commissions/Discounts
Multiple page discounts quoted on request.  Th e 50-time rate 
is automatically earned by religious communities advertising 
for the sole purpose of attracting readers to religious life.  No 
commission paid except on National Rate card.  No cash 
discounts.

Pre-printed Inserts
Pre-printed insert cost is $70 per thousand plus additional set-
up and postage if applicable.

Schedule/Deadlines
Issue Dates:  Sundays, except July 3oth and Dec. 31st.
Reservations:  16 days prior to issue date.
Materials:  9 days prior to issue date.

COLUMN SIZE DIMENSIONS

 1c x 1 2” x 1”
 1c x 1.5 2” x 1.5”
 1c x 2 2” x 2”
 1c x 3 2” x 3”
 1c x 3.5 2” x 3.5”
 1c x 5.25 2” x 5.25”
 1c x 7 2” x 7”
 1c x 10.5 2”x 10.5”
 
 2c x 1 4 1/8” x 1”
 2c x 1.5 4 1/8” x 1.5”
 2c x 2 4 1/8” x 2”
 2c x 3 4 1/8” x 3”
 2c x 3.5 4 1/8” x 3.5”
 2c x 5.25 4 1/8” x 5.25”
 2c x 7 4 1/8” x 7”
 2c x 10.5 4 1/8” x 10.5”
 2c x 13 4 1/8” x 13”
 2c x 14 4 1/8” x 14”
 2c x 15.75 4 1/8” x 15.75”
 2c x 21 4 1/8” x 21”
 
 3c x 5.25 6 1/4” x 5.25”
 3c x 7 6 1/4” x 7”
 3c x 10.5 6 1/4” x 10.5”
 3c x 13 6 1/4” x 13”
 3c x 14 6 1/4” x 14”
 3c x 15.75 6 1/4” x 15.75”
 3c x 21 6 1/4 x 21”

 4c x 5.25 8 3/8” x 5.25”
 4c x 7 8 3/8” x 7”
 4c x 10.5 8 3/8” x 10.5”
 4c x 13 8 3/8” x 13”
 4c x 14 8 3/8” x 14”
 4c x 15.75 8 3/8” x 15.75
 4c x 21 8 3/8” x 21”
 
 6c x 7 12 5/8” x 7”
 6c x 10.5 12 5/8” x 10.5”
 6c x 14 12 5/8” x 14”
 6c x 21 12 5/8” x 21”

 
Ad Size Specifi cations 
 
1 column…………………. 2” 
2 columns………………… 4 1/8” 
3 columns………………… 6 1/4” 
4 columns………………… 8 3/8” 

6 columns………………… 12 5/8” 

HOLLYWOOD, Calif. — With no distributor and hostile
media hounding it, Mel Gibson’s movie The Passion of the
Christ seemed dead on arrival. But it doesn’t now.After a grass-roots publicity campaign, interest has increased
dramatically, and the movie has not only undergone a resurrec-
tion, but it is also being talked about as a potential blockbuster.

In all its details, including its opening date — Feb. 25, Ash
Wednesday — the film’s marketing tries hard to cater to Christians.

New Market Films, a New York-based distributor whose suc-
cesses include My Big Fat Greek Wedding, will conduct the
domestic distribution, but it has been the grass-roots appeal
through screenings for religious leaders, pastors and the media
that has created the real interest, say sources close to the film’s
distribution effort.

Mark Pinsky of The Orlando Sentinel reported on Protestant
efforts to promote the film. The film’s backers are using the
informal channels of promotion — churches, religious radio sta-
tions, Christian bookstores and the Internet — that made a suc-
cess of the animated VeggieTales videos and DVDs. Last year,
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Marriage Mess inMassachusetts
Massachusetts lawmakersfailed to agree last week onconstitutional-amendmentlanguage regarding marriage.Thousands gathered in thecold to demand a vote on thematter.
National News, page 3

Rapid Growth inEucharist Chapels
Pope John Paul II has calleda meeting of the world’sbishops to discuss theEucharist. Catholics in theArchdiocese of St. Paul andMinneapolis have someexperiences to relate.National News, page 3

The Message and the Media
The Church teaches clearly, butthat teaching doesn’t alwaystranslate well in the media. AVatican gathering took up theproblem in early February.Vatican News, page 5

The Rossi Sistersand the Angelicum
Three women theologianswho teach at the Universityof St. Thomas in Rome —the Angelicum are sisters.Literally. The lay women sib-lings spoke of their work.Vatican News, page 4

Who Needs
Christianity?

As Europe’s leaders displaytimidity in recognizing thecontinent’s Christian roots,new laws around the globeare giving paganism greaterprominence.
World News, page 6

Sudan BishopPlans Village
A bishop who has served foryears in Sudan’s war-tornsouth has resigned with thehopes of establishing amulti-tribe village of peace.World News, page 6

Indepth

Who will you bring? .  .  . back page

The Passion review . . . page 13 Volume 80  No. 8
$1.95 USA / $2.95 Canada

Feb. 22 – 28, 2004
Inbrief

continues on page 11

Mel Gibson directs
Jim Caviezel as
Christ (left) and an
international cast
(including Maia
Morgenstern as
the Virgin Mary,
and Monica
Belucci as Mary
Magdalen).
(Icon photos by
Philippe Antonello)

by PATRICK NOVECOSKYRegister Correspondent

WASHINGTON — ChristopherSimmons was eager to kill. As a17-year-old Missouri high schoolstudent, Simmons told his friendsjust how he’d do it: He would findsomeone to burglarize, tie him up

and ultimately push him off abridge.
On Sept. 8, 1993, Simmons anda friend broke into Shirley Crook’smobile home in Fenton, Mo.,bound her with duct tape, put her inthe back of her minivan and drovefor more than an hour before stop-ping to throw her, still alive and

bound, into the Meramec River.A jury convicted Simmons ofcapital murder in 1994. Last year,Missouri’s Supreme Court ruledthat executing Simmons would beunconstitutionally cruel and unusu-al punishment because of his age atthe time of the crime.The ruling followed the consti-

tutional reasoning of the U.S.Supreme Court in banning the exe-cution of the mentally disabled in2002. At the time, 30 states hadalready abolished capital punish-ment for the mentally handicapped.Simmons’ fate now lies in thehands of the U.S. Supreme Court.This fall, it will revisit the constitu-

tionality of executing teen-agedmurderers.
The nation’s highest court lastaddressed the issue in 1988 and1989, ruling the death penalty outfor offenders who were under 16when their crimes were committedbut allowing it for those 16 and 17.

by WAYNE LAUGESENRegister Correspondent

WASHINGTON — The Gospelreading for Ash Wednesday, takenfrom Matthe 6

Services has tried to help Catholicsadhere to the call to fast and givealms with calendars and simplecardboard cartons, known as “ricebowls ” th t

(Spanish for “helping hand”).“Everything we do has evange-lization at its core, but in that wehave to d l

by ANDREW WALTHER Register Correspondentand MARK I. PINSKY Knight-Ridder Tribune Service

HOW GRASS-ROOTS PUSHED ‘ART FILM’ TO NEW HEIGHTS

Supreme Court to Consider Death Penalty for Teens

by THOMAS SZYSZKIEWICZRegister Correspondent

NEW YORK — Child sexualabuse in the Catholic Church hasbeen in the medi li

forced later this month when theU.S. bishops’ National ReviewBoard releases the results of a studyon sex abuse in the Churchthroughout the United Statesbetween 1950 and 2002.But the numbers of clergyabusers being reported in the presshave no context, as “there’s noother comparable study by anyother institutio ”

Box Office
Passion

For Lent, Three Ways To Give

SEX ABUSE CONTEXT
What AreOthers Doing?

continues on page 7

Da Vinci Code
BY CARL E. OLSON

page 9

National Catholic Register 
readers are Catholic opinion 

leaders who live their faith 
and encourage others to do the 

same.  Mature, affl  uent, and 
especially well educated, they 
are an extremely responsive, 

involved and socially 
conscious audience who have 

time for entertainment, 
travel, and intellectual and 

spiritual pursuits.
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Broadsheet Publication Size
Image area 12.75 x 21.25
Page size 13.5 x 22.75

Scanning Resolutions
Black & White halftones: 200 dpi @ 100%
Color halftones: 266 dpi @ 100%
Line art: 1200 dpi @ 100%
Note: Dot gain on press is 25%

Color
All colors must be CMYK

Acceptable Digital Formats
Recommended: PDF (portable document fi le)

PDF Files
The Portable Document File (pdf) is the industry’s standard format 
for transferring high resolution fi les for print. QuarkXpress, 
Indesign, Adobe Illustrator, PhotoShop, and Macromedia 
Freehand all have the ability to create pdf fi les. We offer technical 
information on how to create pdf fi les. All ads should be inspected 
for font integrity, color separation and resolution of included 
graphics before sending them via e-mail or disc. 

Sending Via E-mail
Please notify the Advertising Department before e-mailing your 
ad.  In addition to sending the digital fi le, a hard copy must also be 
sent to Advertising. 

E-mail ads to: 

Print Specs 
Design Considerations

Line art should be scanned at at least 1200 dpi. 

Never use reverse type smaller than 10pts.

Good
10pt
serif

Bad
7pt

Always use the highest contrast possible.

Good Bad

Good Bad

Give plenty of 
size to images 
that contain 
much detail.

Bitmap images should be at least 266 dpi.

266 dpi 72 dpi

NCRegister is printed on newsprint that has a brightness of 70. 

Better
10pt

sanserif

advertising@circlemedia.com



Advertising Design or Alterations
Circle Media Inc. off ers design services. For an estimate 
please call (203) 230-3821. All fi nished materials, i.e. 
text, artwork, photos and fonts, must be submitted 
by the reservation date. A mock-up of the desired ad 
layout is also required.  Photos, transparencies and 35 
mm slides accepted for scanning into BW and color 
ads. Ad will be e-mailed or faxed upon completion for 
approval.  Any further changes will incur additional 
charges of $75.00 per hour.

Production Fees
•  Production of any ad is charged at the rate of $75 per 

hour with a one hour minimum.
•  Photo retouching is an additional charge of $75 per 

hour.    
•  Scanning charge: $10/scan. 
•  Duplication of digital ads on disc:  $75 per ad.
•  Laser prints: $25 per ad. 

Creative Services

Advertising Policy
Since its founding in 1927, the National 

Catholic Register has established a 
reputation for loyalty to the Holy Father and 
to the Magisterium of the Catholic Church.  
Because of this dedication to the Catholic 
faith, our readers have come to depend on 
the credibility of the editorial content. Th e 
National Catholic Register encourages its 
advertisers to maintain and preserve this 
integrity.

Th erefore, the National Catholic Register 
expects its advertisers not to present ads that 
contain any of the following:
• Anything that is not in keeping with 

defi ned Catholic teaching.
• Anything that directly or indirectly 

questions, creates doubt, degrades or 
attacks Church offi  cials or Church 
teachings.

• Anything deemed distasteful, off ensive, 
or unsuitable for family reading.

• Anything that can be construed as 
deliberately or subliminally degrading, 
demeaning or immoral.

• Anything promoting the use or sale of 
tobacco or alcohol-related products.

• Anything that deceives readers regarding 
the practical value, price, quality or 
substance of the product or service 
advertised.

• Anything that is overly explicit, or of a 
fraudulent, misleading or discriminatory 
nature.

Th e integrity of the publication requires 
that the publisher take responsibility for the 
advertising content.  Th erefore the National 
Catholic Register will sometimes require a 
sample of the product being advertised, and 
may ask the producer, seller, or advertising 
agency to substantiate any claims made.

Th e National Catholic Register reserves 
the right to investigate any complaints 
from readers regarding advertising within 
our pages.  If the complaints are proved 
valid, and fair marketing practices are not 
being exercised, further advertising from 
the individual, company or advertising 
agency may be rejected.  Mail order 
advertisers should deliver goods within 
four to six weeks after acceptance of order.

Th e National Catholic Register will 
not be held liable for failure to publish any 
advertisements for any reason, nor for claims 
of libel, unfair trade practices, infringement 
of trademarks, patents or copyrights.

Th e National Catholic Register reserves 
the right to insert the word “advertisement” 
above or below the text.  Except for 
furnished fi lm, all materials submitted for 
publication become the sole and absolute 
property of Circle Media, Inc.

Th e National Catholic Register reserves 
the right to classify, correct or reject any 
advertisement for any purpose, at any time, 
without liability even though previously 
acknowledged or accepted.  Only actual 
publication of an advertisement constitutes 

its acceptance, but does not constitute any 
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