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BY EDWARD PENTIN

R O M E  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

A
fter five years of scrupulous 

investigations, the Vatican has 

announced that Venerable John 

Paul II will be beatified by Pope 

Benedict XVI on May 1 in St. 

Peter’s Square.

Benedict XVI issued a decree Jan. 14 recog-

nizing the authenticity of a miracle performed at 

the intercession of John Paul II, paving the way 

for the late Pope’s beatification.

In a separate statement, Vatican spokesman 

Father Federico Lombardi announced the cere-

mony will take place on the same day as Divine 

Mercy Sunday. The feast day, which is the cul-

mination of the novena to the Divine Mercy of 

Jesus, was instituted by John Paul II, who died 

on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 2, 2005.

L’Osservatore Romano noted it will be the 

first time in at least 10 centuries that a pope has 

elevated to the altars his immediate predecessor.

The decree follows the approval by theolo-

gians, medical consultors and members of the 

Congregation for the Causes of Saints that a 

French nun, Sister Marie Simon Pierre Nor-

mand, was miraculously cured of Parkinson’s 

disease through the intercession of John Paul II.

Sister Marie, a maternity nurse of the Institut 

des Petites Soeurs des Maternites Catholiques, 

was diagnosed with an aggressive form of the 

disease in 2001 — the same illness that afflicted 

John Paul II. She and her religious order prayed 

to the late Pope in 2005, and one night in June of 

that year she felt an urge to write, even though 

the disease had rendered her too weak and 

exhausted to write legibly.

“It was between 9:30 and 9:45pm,” she 

recalled at a press conference in 2007. “It was as 

if I heard a little voice say to me: ‘Take your pen 

and write.’” She said that to her great astonish-

ment, “the writing was very legible.”

Sister Marie went to bed early, but by 4:30am 

she was awake again, “amazed” she had been able 

to sleep. “I jumped straight out of bed, because my 

body was no longer rigid and painful. I was not 

the same as before.” She then went straight to the 

chapel, where “a great peace” and a “sensation of 

well-being” enveloped her. “Since then, I have not 

taken any treatment. My life has completely 

changed — it was like a second birth for me,” she 

explained. “I was sick, and now I am cured.”

In an interview with Vatican Radio Jan. 14, 

Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congre-

Quote of the Week

“Being sure that 

the Church’s voice 

is heard clearly 

and accurately has 

always been the 

core of EWTN’s 

mission. Continuing 

the tradition of the 

Register gives us 

another means to 

carry out our mission 

of service to the 

Church.” 

— Michael Warsaw, the network’s 

president and chief executive 

off icer, about the sale of the 

Register to EWTN

Chasing Satan

What being an exorcist really 

entails.
Story, page 12

Modeling Virtue

Meet model-turned-chastity 

speaker Leah Darrow.

Culture of Life, page B6

BY JEFF GARDNER

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — 

During the week of the first anni-

versary of the earthquake in Haiti, it 

was difficult to tell that the disaster 

struck the country one year ago.

While the streets of Port-au-

Prince have been mostly cleared of 

rubble left by the magnitude 7.0 

quake that killed some 200,000 Hai-

tians, block after block of the city is 

ruined. There is almost no recon-

struction under way, or even 

removal of imploded buildings and 

toppled utility poles. 

The roads of Port-au-Prince are 

a mind-bending maze of crater-

sized holes and mounds of garbage, 

making them nearly impassible to 

any vehicle except four-wheel drive 

trucks, SUVs or the large, white 

United Nations transports. 

Islanders have been battling an 

outbreak of cholera in the wake of 

the disaster, apparently with little 

success. The World Health Organi-

zation said last week that the epi-

demic, which has already claimed at 

least 3,600 lives, has not yet reached 

its peak.
Considering the lack of progress 

over the past 12 months, it is under-

standable that Haitians are con-

fused and even discouraged by what 

they see.
Nearly one and a half million 

Haitians lost their homes to the 

quake and are now, like 23-year-old 

Jen-Baptist and her 16-day-old baby 

girl Malika, crammed into innumer-

able tent-and-makeshift-shelter set-

tlements found everywhere in Port-

au-Prince.
Sitting outside her wood-framed 

tarp shelter across the street from 

the imploded National Palace, her 

BY TIM DR AKE

R E G I S T E R  S E N I O R  W R I T E R

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Eighty-

three years after its debut in Den-

ver, and 15 years after its purchase 

by the Legionaries of Christ, the 

National Catholic Register is being 

acquired by the world’s largest reli-

gious media network, the Eternal 

Word Television Network (EWTN). 

The sale, finalized at the end of Jan-

uary, marks the third time in the 

newspaper’s history that a new 

owner has stepped forward to pre-

serve and expand the newspaper’s 

service to the Church.

Under the terms of the transac-

tion, no cash will be exchanged 

between the parties. EWTN will 

take over the ongoing operational 

expenses of the Register and will 

assume the paper’s future subscrip-

tion liabilities.
“I am very pleased and excited 

that the Register will now be a part 

of the EWTN family,” said Michael 

Warsaw, the network’s president and 

chief executive 

officer. “All of us 

at EWTN have 

great respect for 

the Register and 

the role it has played throughout its 

history. It’s a tremendous legacy that 

deserves to not only be preserved, 

but also to grow and to flourish. I 

believe that EWTN will be able to 

provide the stability that the Regis-

ter needs at this time as well as to 

give it a platform for its growth in 

the years ahead. We’re proud to be 

able to step in and carry on both the 

Register’s name 

and its tradition of 

faithful Catholic 

reporting on the 

issues of the day.”

The need for the providential 

intervention by EWTN was precipi-

tated by what Legionary Father 

Owen Kearns, the Register’s pub-

lisher and editor in chief, described 

as a “perfect storm.” That storm, not 

dissimilar to what has hit most print 

publications, was intensified by ris-

ing publishing and mailing costs, 

and the negative impact on Register 

donations from the downturn in the 

economy, all of which overwhelmed 

the Legion’s ability to continue to 

subsidize the costs of producing the 

newspaper and managing its web-

site.
As of Feb. 1, EWTN will take 

full control and ownership of the 

Register.

JEANNE HEAD was a deliv-

ery room nurse at a New York City 

Catholic hospital helping to bring 

new life into the world on her night 

shift and lobbying against abortion 

by day. That was 40 years ago.

Since fighting the 1970 New 

York state abortion law, she has 

dedicated her life to the cause of 

life. She co-founded the Manhattan 

Right to Life Committee and Birth-

line Hotline in 1972 and the Metro-

politan Right to Life Foundation in 

1987 and has served in a number of 

positions for New York State Right 

to Life Committee. 

She is presently on the board of 

National Right to Life Committee 

and is NRLC’s vice president for 

international affairs and United 

Nations representative. 

On Jan. 22, she received one of 

six Gerard Health Foundation’s 

Life Prizes, which comes with a 

$100,000 stipend. She spoke with 

Register correspondent Stephen 

Vincent.

Where did you grow up, and 

what brought you to New York?

I was born in Selby, S.D., and 

grew up in different places in the 

Midwest, as my family moved. I 

earned a nursing degree and 

worked in the delivery room in 

Omaha before coming to New York 

in 1965 to pursue an acting career. I 

didn’t get very far with that when I 

got sidetracked with the pro-life 

movement, when New York state 

was trying to pass the most liberal 

abortion law in the nation. I wasn’t 

connected to anyone in the pro-life 

movement, so I tried to stop it on 

my own and to get people involved. 

I sent telegrams to my representa-

tives. I really didn’t imagine that it 

would pass, so it was shocking and 

devastating when it passed by only 

BY JAMES KELLY 

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

LONDON — The first Anglican 

ordinariate has been canonically 

established in England. John Broad-

hurst, Andrew Burnham and Keith 

Newton, having resigned their posi-

tions as bishops in the Church of 

England and having been received 

into the Catholic Church on New 

Year’s Day, were ordained to the 

Catholic priesthood at Westminster 

Cathedral on Saturday, Jan. 15.

In a statement, Archbishop Vin-

cent Nichols of Westminster said, 

“This is a unique moment, and the 

Catholic community in England 

and Wales is privileged to be play-

ing its part in this historic develop-

ment in the life of the universal 

Church.”
At the beginning of Lent, at least 

35 groups and 50 Anglican clergy 

will enroll as candidates for the 

ordinariate and will be received 

into the Catholic Church at Easter. 

The clergy will then be ordained 

around the time of Pentecost.

The ordinariate will be overseen 

by an “ordinary” who will have, 

according to a statement issued by 

the Bishops’ Conference of England 

and Wales, “similar authority and 

responsibilities in canon law to a 

diocesan bishop.” He will be assisted 

by a governing council of at least six 

priests, whose consent he will need 

to admit a candidate to holy orders 

and erect or suppress an ordinariate 

parish.
The first ordinary will be 

appointed from the three “found-

EWTN Acquires National Catholic Register

World’s Largest Catholic Media Network 

Rescues 83-Year-Old Newspaper

Anglican 
Ordinariate 

Arrives
3 Priests Ordained

Will Haiti 
Still Look 

Like This in 
A Year?

Reconstruction Is 

Painfully Slow as 

Cholera Epidemic 

Spreads

A Life Dedicated to Life
Delivery Room Nurse Fights Abortion at U.N.

Blessed John Paul II
Divine Mercy Sunday Beatifi cation Date Set

BLESSED. Pope John Paul II will be beatifi ed May 1. CNS Photo

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10
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COURTESY OF JEANNE HEAD

EWTN PRESIDENT AND CEO MICHAEL WARSAW

We consider the National Catholic Register a treasure 

of truth and your publishing efforts a monumental 

outreach to Catholics and non-Catholics alike. Your 

true Catholic message has meant so much to us 

with current news about the Pope, the truth about 

important issues involving life and death and freedom, 

information about the new evangelization of the 

Church, and the Church’s teaching on sin, prayer and 

redemption.

 — Bob N., NY

I’ve read the National Catholic Register for more than 30 years. 

It has always been, and it remains, one of the real treasures 

of American Catholic media. For news that matters, and for 

intelligent, articulate, faithfully Catholic commentary, the National 

Catholic Register has no peers.

— Most Reverend Charles Chaput, Archbishop of Denver

“The National Catholic Register’s coverage of the 

Church universal, and the Church in our own 

country, is splendid.”

— Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan, 

Archbishop of New York

Read the Register 
— and find out 
why The Wall Street 
Journal and The 
New York Times 
follow this paper!

Discover firsthand what an invaluable tool the Register 
is — and how it will help strengthen your faith.
5 ways the National Catholic Register can help you uncover the truth!

1. Get clear insights on complex issues as well as clarity on the half-truths 
reported in the mainstream media.
2. Equip yourself to better face personal challenges and popular controversies.
3. Be informed and inspired by the GOOD being done in the name of the Church.
4. Connect with concerned Catholics who are making an impact on their world 
— just like you.
5. Learn how you and your family can bring Christ to our hurting world.

     Our readers speak …
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‘pray, hope and don’t worry’

culture of life, page b1

BY TIM DR AKE

R E G I S T E R  S E N I O R  W R I T E R

OMAHA, Neb. — Serra Interna-

tional is using the Year for Priests to 

tackle the laity’s role in promoting 

vocations to religious life. More 

than 530 Serrans, several bishops 

and many priests gathered in Omaha 

for the group’s 67th International 

Convention Aug. 27-30, which 

focused on the theme “The Role of 

Christ’s Lay Faithful.”

“No one offers more support and 

encouragement for vocations than 

Serra,” said the host, Archbishop 

George Lucas of Omaha, about the 

organization, which was founded 75 

years ago. “The genius of Serra is 

that it’s founded in prayer.”

Serra has as its mission to foster 

and promote vocations to the minis-

terial priesthood, to support priests 

in their ministry, to encourage and 

affirm vocations to consecrated life, 

and to assist its members in grow-

ing in holiness.

Des Moines, Iowa, Bishop Rob-

ert Pates presented the landscape 

from which vocations are cur-

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

BY RICH DALY

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

WASHINGTON — One aspect of 

the health-care reform legislation is a 

deal killer, as far as some family 

groups are concerned.

A low-profile provision within the 

1,000-plus-page health-care overhaul 

bill in Congress is so controversial to 

some family-rights groups that they 

have opposed the overall health-care 

bill because the visitation program is 

included.
The provision would create the 

first federally funded program for 

home visits of expectant mothers and 

families with children under 6. 

Home visitation programs, which 

have existed in various forms for sev-

eral decades, have received funding 

from state and local governments and 

private entities. The programs have 

functioned with a variety of pur-

poses, but they are frequently touted 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

  

  

INDEX
BRIEFS 

2

NATIONAL NEWS 
3

WORLD NEWS 
4

VATICAN NEWS  5

IN DEPTH 
7

PUBLISHER’S NOTE, EDITORIAL, LETTERS   8

BOOKS & EDUCATION  B2

CULTURE OF LIFE  B1

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT B3

TRAVEL, HISTORY & SAINTS  B4

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS  6

WEB CLASSIFIEDS  9

Newt Gingrich, former speaker 

of the House of Representatives, 

was received into the Catholic 

Church on March 30 at St. Joseph’s 

Church in Washington.

It was his experience of being 

with Pope Benedict XVI in Wash-

ington last spring that led to his 

final decision to become Catholic.

Gingrich founded the nonparti-

san think tank American Solutions. 

He and his wife, Callista Gingrich, 

have produced public-policy docu-

mentaries. Their new film, Redis-

covering God in America, Part II, 

will be released this month. 

Gingrich spoke with the Regis-

ter’s senior writer, Tim Drake, from 

his office in Washington.

Where are you from originally?

I was born in Harrisburg, Pa., 

and lived in central Pennsylvania 

until I was 10 years old. My dad was 

in the Army and had been in Korea. 

I had a classic Army brat back-

ground. We spent time in Kansas, 

France and Germany. In March 

1960, we arrived at Fort Benning, 

and I became a Georgian.

I have four younger sisters. My 

mother was a stay-at-home mom, 

but did work full time after my 

Speaking for a 

Catholic Civilization

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“I’ve been surprised by the number of people who have walked up 

to me and said, ‘Welcome home.’”

— FORMER SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE NEWT GINGRICH, ON HIS BECOMING CATHOLIC, PAGE 10

Too Young

Health Service rules in the U.K. 

state that babies should not 

be given intensive care if they 

are born at less than 22 weeks. 

Sarah Capewell’s baby missed 

that cutoff by two days. 

Briefs, page 2 

Modern Slaves

Traffi cking in people is the fast-

est-growing source of profi t for 

criminal enterprises worldwide. 

Briefs, page 2 

‘Good Track Record’

The New York State Catholic 

Conference’s voice will be 

heard in a same-sex “marriage” 

court case. 
Nation, page 3

Maintains Innocence

DNA tests conducted at the 

behest of a suspended Toledo diocesan priest have failed to 

clear him in the 1980 murder of a Mercy sister. 

Nation, page 3

Be Faithful

Even while Church communities in Brazil are experiencing a 

lack of priests, bishops must work toward guaranteeing an 

adequate formation of seminarians, Pope Benedict XVI said. 

Vatican, page 5

Mission Zeal

Pope Benedict XVI 

asked Catholics 

to give gener-
ously this year 

to the Church’s 

missionary agen-

cies, saying that 

young church 
communities need 

the funding at a 

time of economic 

crisis. Vatican, 

page 5

WAITING. A 6-year-old boy at Capital Area Pediatrics offi ce in Ashburn, Va., waits to see a doctor. REUTERS/Hyungwon Kang

BY STE VE WE ATH E RBE

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

WASHINGTON — There is as much debate 

about health-care reform among Catholics as 

there is in the nation at large.

And, as Congress returned from its August 

recess to face the monumental task of crafting a 

health-insurance reform bill and gain consen-

sus, individual bishops entered the debate, join-

ing the national bishops’ conference, which has 

been speaking out for some time.

Some are asserting that there is a right to 

health care, and others are criticizing proposals 

for heavy-handedness and violation of the “sub-

sidiarity principle.” 

Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, 

Kan., and Bishop Robert Finn of Kansas City-St. 

Joseph, Mo., warned in a Sept. 1 statement, for 

example, that centralized health-insurance pro-

posals would contradict the Church’s “subsid-

iarity” teaching that governments should not 

interfere in or supplant private and local efforts 

to meet social needs and, thus, “never doing for 

others what they can do for themselves.”

The bishops speak not of a right to health 

care itself, but “the right of every individual to 

access health care” and argue that this “does not 

necessarily suppose an obligation on the part of 

the government to provide it.” 

Bishop R. Walter Nickless of Sioux City, 

Iowa, meanwhile, explained in a column on the 

website of the Diocese of Sioux City that the 

“natural right” of health care is the “divine 

bounty of food, water, and air without which all 

of us quickly die.”

“This bounty comes from God directly,” 

Bishop Nickless wrote. “None of us can morally 

Whose Health Care Is It? 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

‘Right’ to Care and Subsidiarity Seen as 

Sticking Points in Debate

Vocational 
Voltage
Serra Tackles 

Religious Call Issue 

In Year for Priests

REUTERS/Nacho Doce

‘Voluntary’ Visitation Program 

Draws Family Fire

Home-Invasion Threat

BY WAYN E L AUGE S E N

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

COLUMBUS, 

Ga. — In spite of a 

news report that 

Maryknoll Father 

Roy Bourgeois 

has confirmed 

that he has been 

excommunicated, 

the priest says he 

just does not know.

Best known for his ongoing pro-

tests at the Western Hemisphere 

Institute for Security Cooperation, 

formerly the School of the Ameri-

cas, Father Bourgeois also advo-

cates ordination of women as 

priests.
The Congregation for the Doc-

trine of the Faith sent the priest a 

letter last Oct. 21 stating that he had 

30 days to recant his “belief and 

public statements that support the 

ordination of women in our Church, 

or [he] will be excommunicated.” 

The letter followed his participa-

tion last summer in a ceremony 

attempting to ordain women.

Waiting for 
An Answer

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

Catholic 
Identity 

College Guide,

Next Issue

‘batman’ video game

arts, page b3

Maryknoll Priest 
Confused on

Excommunication

Rep. Jim McDermott, D-Wash. 

REUTERS/Larry Downing LSD

Amit Dave/Reuters
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BY CARLOS BRICE ÑO
R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

PITTSBURGH — When Dea-
con Jack Sullivan gives the homily 
during a Mass at the start of a con-
ference on Cardinal John Henry 
Newman in Pittsburgh in early 
August, his relationship to the 
man who will be beatified by Pope 
Benedict XVI in England this Sep-
tember can be explained in one 
word: miraculous. 

Sullivan experienced severe 
spinal pain in 2000 caused by a 
condition that could have led him 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“In the Church, we have 
the most compelling 

and important story in 
the world. It will be 
extremely powerful 

once we are telling that 
story using the full 

capacity of the tools 
God has put at our 

disposal.” 
— BLOGGER MATTHEW WARNER 

ON USING NEW MEDIA FOR THE 

NEW EVANGELIZATION, 

CULTURE OF LIFE, PAGE B1

Prayerful Pitcher
St. Louis Cardinal Jeff Suppan 
puts his Catholic faith fi rst. 
Briefs, page 2

Court vs. Christians
The U.S. Supreme Court has al-
lowed a California law school to 
defund a Christian student group 
because of its “discriminatory” 
policy.
Nation, page 3; In Depth, page 7

Faith Firing
A University of Illinois profes-
sor was ousted for his Catholic 
beliefs.
Nation, page 3

True Cross Stolen
Boston Catholics pray for the 
return of the priceless relic.
Nation, page 3

Legion Delegate Named
Pope Benedict XVI has chosen a 
canon law expert as the pontifi cal 
delegate to the Legion of Christ.
Vatican, page 5

Faith Reborn
Scandinavian countries are redis-
covering their Catholic heritage.
Story, page B4

Video Game Warning
Experts recommend limiting game 
time because players can experi-
ence decreased compassion.
Story, page B6

CONTINUES ON PAGE 12

50 Years After Historic Rides, 
Pro-Life Activists Hit the Road 

BY JOS E PH PRON ECH E N
R E G I S T E R  S T A F F  W R I T E R 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — As the civil-rights movement was simmering in the early 1960s, black men and women, often accompanied by white sympathizers, boarded buses in the American South and sat wherever they wanted. These “freedom riders” challenged local and state laws and cus-
toms that kept the races separate on public transportation as well as in waiting rooms and restrooms.

This summer, a new kind of freedom rider will take to the road as “Freedom Rides for the Unborn” turns the igni-
tion key.

A rally and concert kicked off the first Freedom Ride in Birmingham, Ala., July 23, featuring a new anthem for the rides called “The Least of These.” The following day began 

LET FREEDOM 
FOR THE 

UNBORN RING

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

BY JOAN FRAWLEY DESMOND
R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

WASHINGTON — Pro-life 
groups and other critics who are 
worried about the specter of 
health-care rationing attacked the 
recess appointment of Dr. Donald 
Berwick, a Harvard professor and 
pediatrician who was sworn in 
July 13 as the head of the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices of the federal government’s 
Department of Health and Human 
Services.

While Berwick’s crusade to 
improve hospital services has 
earned national recognition, his 
past statements of support for 
health-care rationing and Britain’s 
government-run system have 

sparked controversy.
The National Right to Life 

Committee led the charge against 
Berwick’s appointment, calling 
the Harvard physician a “one-man 
death panel.”

“Dr. Berwick has a long history 
of advocating governmental 
rationing of health care, including 
life-saving medical treatment,” 
said Burke Balch, director of the 
Powell Center for Medical Ethics 
at the National Right to Life Com-
mittee. “We are deeply concerned 
that, in an effort to impose cost 
controls, he will follow the pattern 
set by the National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence in Great Brit-
ain [the agency responsible for 
selecting services covered by the 

public system] of which he is an 
avid admirer.”

“The fundamental problem is 
that the provision of life-saving 
medical treatment — especially 
innovative new treatment — is 
something Dr. Berwick is very 
skeptical about,” added Balch.

Asked whether Berwick’s pre-
vious comments of support for 
health-care rationing could signal 
future problems — such as limited 
access to health services for the 
elderly, disabled and other vulner-
able groups — White House 
spokesman Reid Cherlin said, 
“Don Berwick believes deeply in 
putting the patient first. But the 
fact is, that isn’t what’s happening 

‘1-Man Death Panel’? 
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BY E LE NOR K . SCHOE N
R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

OLYMPIA, Wash. — In a stunning reversal, the 
Washington State Pharmacy Board has decided to 
allow pharmacists with conscientious objections to 
filling certain prescriptions to refer patients to other 
nearby pharmacies. 

On July 7, Judge Ronald Leighton of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court of the Western District of Washington 
said that state attorneys had asked that the trial, due 
to start two weeks later, be postponed “to allow the 
Pharmacy Board time to complete its rulemaking 
processes” in rewriting the regulation in question.

The original controversial ruling, against a phar-
macist’s right of conscience, was passed by the 
board in 2007. It states that a pharmacist must fill a 
patient’s lawful prescription even if he has a moral 
objection to complying. The only option is to have 
another on-staff pharmacist, who does not object, 
dispense the drug. 

On Nov. 8, 2007, Judge Leighton ruled in favor of 
Kevin Stormans, co-owner of Ralph’s Thriftway in 
Olympia, and two other pharmacists, Rhonda 
Mesler and Margo Thelen, temporarily halting 

enforcement of the Washington State Pharmacy 
Board regulation threatening pharmacists’ con-
science rights, which forced them to fill the abor-
tion-causing drug Plan B.

In granting the injunction, Leighton stated that 
“on the issue of free exercise of religion alone, the 
evidence before the court convinces it that plain-
tiffs, individual pharmacists, have demonstrated 
both a likelihood of success on the merits and the 
possibility of irreparable injury.” 

He said that “the regulations appear to target 
religious practice in a way forbidden by the Consti-
tution” and “appear to intentionally place a signifi-
cant burden on the free exercise of religion for those 
who believe life begins at conception.”

State attorneys appealed to the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court in July 2009 to lift the injunction. But the 
three-judge panel found that Washington state 
attorneys failed to demonstrate that abortion-induc-
ing drugs such as Plan B weren’t already easily 
available.

But the court also stated that the pharmacists 
would likely have to abide by the state board’s rule, 

Pharmacy Board Reverses 
Itself on Right of Conscience Case

Beatifi cation
Bound

Newman Scholars 
Gather in 
Pittsburgh

America’s 
Downfall, 

Fictionalized
Trilogy Looks at a 
National ‘Tragedy’

Former Madison Avenue advertis-
ing executive Brian J. Gail has pub-
lished his first novel, Fatherless.

Already in its fourth printing, it’s 
the first of three planned novels the 
Catholic author refers to as “the 
American tragedy in trilogy.” Gail 
recently spoke with Register senior 
writer Tim Drake about the book 
from his home on Jupiter Island, Fla.

What inspired you to write Father-
less?

My generation failed the Church, 
the country and ourselves. Now we’re 
failing the next generation. Enough 
already. We simply decided not to 
trust our children with the truth. As a 
consequence, they are making deci-
sions absent any objective moral rea-
son. They are stumbling into terrible 
pain and suffering which will have a 
ruinous half-life over the whole of 
their lives.

Fatherless is the first in a trilogy 
about the American tragedy. The 
intent is to dramatize what really hap-
pened to cause the mightiest empire 
in humankind to fall in such a swift 
and summary manner.

Fatherless is set in the 1980s — 
“Morning in America.” The second 
book, which is about three-quarters 
finished, will be set in the present 
moment. The third, God willing, will 
be set in the 2020s. The trilogy will 
follow a 40-year period, from morn-
ing to midnight in America.

Pro-Lifers Sound Warning Bell on Obama Health Appointee Berwick
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ALL ABOARD. Part of the Priests for Life team on the 
Freedom Bus. Clockwise from top right: Father Peter 
West, associate director; Augustinian Father Denis Wilde, associate director; Dr. Alveda King, director of 
African-American outreach; Father Frank Pavone, 
national director of Priests for Life; and Dominican Father Scott Daniels, pastoral associate. Courtesy Priests for Life
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