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BY EDWARD PENTIN

R O M E  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

A
fter five years of scrupulous 

investigations, the Vatican has 

announced that Venerable John 

Paul II will be beatified by Pope 

Benedict XVI on May 1 in St. 

Peter’s Square.

Benedict XVI issued a decree Jan. 14 recog-

nizing the authenticity of a miracle performed at 

the intercession of John Paul II, paving the way 

for the late Pope’s beatification.

In a separate statement, Vatican spokesman 

Father Federico Lombardi announced the cere-

mony will take place on the same day as Divine 

Mercy Sunday. The feast day, which is the cul-

mination of the novena to the Divine Mercy of 

Jesus, was instituted by John Paul II, who died 

on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 2, 2005.

L’Osservatore Romano noted it will be the 

first time in at least 10 centuries that a pope has 

elevated to the altars his immediate predecessor.

The decree follows the approval by theolo-

gians, medical consultors and members of the 

Congregation for the Causes of Saints that a 

French nun, Sister Marie Simon Pierre Nor-

mand, was miraculously cured of Parkinson’s 

disease through the intercession of John Paul II.

Sister Marie, a maternity nurse of the Institut 

des Petites Soeurs des Maternites Catholiques, 

was diagnosed with an aggressive form of the 

disease in 2001 — the same illness that afflicted 

John Paul II. She and her religious order prayed 

to the late Pope in 2005, and one night in June of 

that year she felt an urge to write, even though 

the disease had rendered her too weak and 

exhausted to write legibly.

“It was between 9:30 and 9:45pm,” she 

recalled at a press conference in 2007. “It was as 

if I heard a little voice say to me: ‘Take your pen 

and write.’” She said that to her great astonish-

ment, “the writing was very legible.”

Sister Marie went to bed early, but by 4:30am 

she was awake again, “amazed” she had been able 

to sleep. “I jumped straight out of bed, because my 

body was no longer rigid and painful. I was not 

the same as before.” She then went straight to the 

chapel, where “a great peace” and a “sensation of 

well-being” enveloped her. “Since then, I have not 

taken any treatment. My life has completely 

changed — it was like a second birth for me,” she 

explained. “I was sick, and now I am cured.”

In an interview with Vatican Radio Jan. 14, 

Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congre-

Quote of the Week

“Being sure that 

the Church’s voice 

is heard clearly 

and accurately has 

always been the 

core of EWTN’s 

mission. Continuing 

the tradition of the 

Register gives us 

another means to 

carry out our mission 

of service to the 

Church.” 

— Michael Warsaw, the network’s 

president and chief executive 

off icer, about the sale of the 

Register to EWTN

Chasing Satan

What being an exorcist really 

entails.
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Meet model-turned-chastity 

speaker Leah Darrow.

Culture of Life, page B6

BY JEFF GARDNER

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — 

During the week of the first anni-

versary of the earthquake in Haiti, it 

was difficult to tell that the disaster 

struck the country one year ago.

While the streets of Port-au-

Prince have been mostly cleared of 

rubble left by the magnitude 7.0 

quake that killed some 200,000 Hai-

tians, block after block of the city is 

ruined. There is almost no recon-

struction under way, or even 

removal of imploded buildings and 

toppled utility poles. 

The roads of Port-au-Prince are 

a mind-bending maze of crater-

sized holes and mounds of garbage, 

making them nearly impassible to 

any vehicle except four-wheel drive 

trucks, SUVs or the large, white 

United Nations transports. 

Islanders have been battling an 

outbreak of cholera in the wake of 

the disaster, apparently with little 

success. The World Health Organi-

zation said last week that the epi-

demic, which has already claimed at 

least 3,600 lives, has not yet reached 

its peak.
Considering the lack of progress 

over the past 12 months, it is under-

standable that Haitians are con-

fused and even discouraged by what 

they see.
Nearly one and a half million 

Haitians lost their homes to the 

quake and are now, like 23-year-old 

Jen-Baptist and her 16-day-old baby 

girl Malika, crammed into innumer-

able tent-and-makeshift-shelter set-

tlements found everywhere in Port-

au-Prince.
Sitting outside her wood-framed 

tarp shelter across the street from 

BY TIM DR AKE

R E G I S T E R  S E N I O R  W R I T E R

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Eighty-

three years after its debut in Den-

ver, and 15 years after its purchase 

by the Legionaries of Christ, the 

National Catholic Register is being 

acquired by the world’s largest reli-

gious media network, the Eternal 

Word Television Network (EWTN). 

The sale, finalized at the end of Jan-

uary, marks the third time in the 

newspaper’s history that a new 

owner has stepped forward to pre-

serve and expand the newspaper’s 

service to the Church.

Under the terms of the transac-

tion, no cash will be exchanged 

between the parties. EWTN will 

take over the ongoing operational 

expenses of the Register and will 

assume the paper’s future subscrip-

tion liabilities.
“I am very pleased and excited 

that the Register will now be a part 

of the EWTN family,” said Michael 

Warsaw, the network’s president and 

chief executive 

officer. “All of us 

at EWTN have 

great respect for 

the Register and 

the role it has played throughout its 

history. It’s a tremendous legacy that 

deserves to not only be preserved, 

but also to grow and to flourish. I 

believe that EWTN will be able to 

provide the stability that the Regis-

ter needs at this time as well as to 

give it a platform for its growth in 

the years ahead. We’re proud to be 

able to step in and carry on both the 

Register’s name 

and its tradition of 

faithful Catholic 

reporting on the 

issues of the day.”

The need for the providential 

intervention by EWTN was precipi-

tated by what Legionary Father 

Owen Kearns, the Register’s pub-

lisher and editor in chief, described 

as a “perfect storm.” That storm, not 

dissimilar to what has hit most print 

publications, was intensified by ris-

ing publishing and mailing costs, 

and the negative impact on Register 

donations from the downturn in the 

economy, all of which overwhelmed 

the Legion’s ability to continue to 

subsidize the costs of producing the 

newspaper and managing its web-

site.
As of Feb. 1, EWTN will take 

full control and ownership of the 

Register.

JEANNE HEAD was a deliv-

ery room nurse at a New York City 

Catholic hospital helping to bring 

new life into the world on her night 

shift and lobbying against abortion 

by day. That was 40 years ago.

Since fighting the 1970 New 

York state abortion law, she has 

line Hotline in 1972 and the Metro-

politan Right to Life Foundation in 

1987 and has served in a number of 

positions for New York State Right 

to Life Committee. 

She is presently on the board of 

National Right to Life Committee 

and is NRLC’s vice president for 

international affairs and United 

Nations representative. 

$100,000 stipend. She spoke with 

Register correspondent Stephen 

Vincent.

Where did you grow up, and 

what brought you to New York?

Midwest, as my family moved. I 

earned a nursing degree and 

worked in the delivery room in 

Omaha before coming to New York 

in 1965 to pursue an acting career. I 

didn’t get very far with that when I 

got sidetracked with the pro-life 

movement, when New York state 

was trying to pass the most liberal 

abortion law in the nation. I wasn’t 

connected to anyone in the pro-life 

movement, so I tried to stop it on 

my own and to get people involved. 

I sent telegrams to my representa-

tives. I really didn’t imagine that it 

would pass, so it was shocking and 

devastating when it passed by only 

BY JAMES KELLY 

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

LONDON — The first Anglican 

ordinariate has been canonically 

established in England. John Broad-

hurst, Andrew Burnham and Keith 

Newton, having resigned their posi-

tions as bishops in the Church of 

England and having been received 

into the Catholic Church on New 

Year’s Day, were ordained to the 

Catholic priesthood at Westminster 

Cathedral on Saturday, Jan. 15.

In a statement, Archbishop Vin-

cent Nichols of Westminster said, 

“This is a unique moment, and the 

Catholic community in England 

and Wales is privileged to be play-

ing its part in this historic develop-

ment in the life of the universal 

Church.”
At the beginning of Lent, at least 

35 groups and 50 Anglican clergy 

will enroll as candidates for the 

ordinariate and will be received 

into the Catholic Church at Easter. 

The clergy will then be ordained 

around the time of Pentecost.

The ordinariate will be overseen 

by an “ordinary” who will have, 

according to a statement issued by 

the Bishops’ Conference of England 

and Wales, “similar authority and 

responsibilities in canon law to a 

diocesan bishop.” He will be assisted 

by a governing council of at least six 

priests, whose consent he will need 

to admit a candidate to holy orders 

and erect or suppress an ordinariate 

parish.
The first ordinary will be 

appointed from the three “found-
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“We consider the National Catholic Register a 

treasure of truth and your publishing efforts a 

monumental outreach to Catholics and non-Catholics 

alike. Your true Catholic message has meant so much 

to us with current news about the Pope, the truth 

about important issues involving life and death and 

freedom, information about the new evangelization of 

the Church, and the Church’s teaching on sin, prayer 

and redemption.”

 — Bob N., NY

“I’ve read the National Catholic Register for more than 30 years. 

It has always been, and it remains, one of the real treasures 

of American Catholic media. For news that matters, and for 

intelligent, articulate, faithfully Catholic commentary, the 

National Catholic Register has no peers.”

— Most Reverend Charles Chaput, Archbishop of Philadelphia

“The National Catholic Register’s coverage of the 

Church universal, and the Church in our own 

country, is splendid.”

— Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan, 

Archbishop of New York

Read the Register 
— and � nd out 
why � e Wall Street 
Journal and � e 
New York Times 
follow this paper!

Discover � rsthand what an invaluable tool the Register 
is — and how it will help strengthen your faith.
5 ways the National Catholic Register can help you uncover the truth!

1. Get clear insights on complex issues as well as clarity on the half-truths 
reported in the mainstream media.
2. Equip yourself to better face personal challenges and popular controversies.
3. Be informed and inspired by the GOOD being done in the name of the Church.
4. Connect with concerned Catholics who are making an impact on their world 
— just like you.
5. Learn how you and your family can bring Christ to our hurting world.

     Our readers speak …

Rep. Bart Stupak warns that 
if language restricting abortion 
funding is not included in health-
care reform legislation, it will be 

very difficult to reverse the situa-
tion in the future.

Stupak, 57, is a Catholic and a 
pro-life Democrat. Elected in 1992 
to serve Michigan’s First District 
(consisting of the state’s upper 
peninsula and northern counties 
of the lower peninsula), he is a 
member of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee.

During the week of Sept. 14, he 
vowed to vote against the House 
health-care reform bill (H.R. 
3200) if he is not allowed to offer 
a “more explicit” ban on federal 
funding for plans that cover abor-
tion services.

Stupak spoke with Register 
correspondent Joan Frawley Des-
mond Sept. 23 as the Senate 
Finance Committee took up legis-
lation on health-care reform. 

You promised to oppose the 
House bill if it doesn’t contain a 
“more explicit” ban on federal 
funding for abortion coverage. 
Where does the legislative process 
stand now?

I spoke to President Obama 

last week. Since we’ve been back 
this week, I’ve spoken with the 
House leadership and those who 
support abortion in the public 
option. They all want to talk now. 
We do see some movement, but 
there has been no change in the 
language.

How would you assess the U.S. 
bishops’ effort to advance pro-life 
concerns in the legislative process?

The USCCB has been very 
effective. We have worked 
together to bring this to the fore-
front. If we reach a resolution that 
includes an explicit ban on an 
abortion mandate and federal 
funding, and the bishops are able 
to come out in favor of health-care 
reform, that will help members of 
Congress and the public under-
stand the need for health-care 
benefits in this country. I would 
hope the bishops would bring 
some clarity to the debate on end-
of-life issues and help seniors real-
ize that preventive testing will be 
100% covered. 

The Church has subtle ways 
for bringing forth support for leg-
islation that is outside the scope 

acronym, Acorn. 
There will be no more Catholic 

money going Acorn’s way, Ralph 
McCloud, head of the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development, told 
the Register. “We have no relation-
ship with Acorn and no intentions 
of funding them at any level.” 
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WASHINGTON — Several 
Republican senators are pushing to 
limit taxpayer funding of abortion 
and federal support for assisted sui-
cide as part of the newest health-
reform proposal.

The efforts of abortion and 
euthanasia opponents came as the 
Senate Finance Committee began to 
consider more than 500 amend-
ments the week of Sept. 21 to a new 
bill, America’s Healthy Future Act, 
which seeks to become the only 
bipartisan approach to overhauling 
the nation’s health-care system.

The bill’s sponsor, Sen. Max 
Baucus, D-Mont., sought to avoid 
some of the controversies that other 
major health-reform proposals have 
generated in areas such as abortion 
by saying his measure would not 
change “the status quo” on the 
issue. 

However, Sen. Chuck Grassley 

of Iowa, the panel’s ranking Repub-
lican, criticized many of the plan’s 
key components and said the bill 
falls short in preventing the use of 
taxpayer funding for abortion.

“On abortion, despite commit-
ments made by the president and 
[Health and Human Services] Sec-
retary Sebelius, this bill does not 
follow the longstanding principle 
that federal funds should not be 
provided for elective abortions,” 
Grassley said during the committee 
review of the bill. “Instead, federal 
funds would end up subsidizing 

BY STE VE WE ATH E RBE
R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

SALT LAKE CITY — In Europe, town squares are 
shown emptying of people. In China, children vanish 
from playground swings. In America, acres of new 
homes go unsold.

These are some of the compelling images from the 
2008 documentary Demographic Winter and its sequel 
of this spring, Demographic Bomb, signaling the 
decline in the world’s population.

It’s a decline already begun in parts of Europe and 
Japan.

Director Rick Stout and producer Barry McLerran 
argue that contrary to conventional wisdom, the 
world is running out of people, especially young 
ones. 

And while the world’s population will rise until 
2050 — to 9.2 billion people (mainly due to people liv-
ing longer) — after that it will begin an ever-steepen-
ing decline that includes Africa, the Americas and 

Asia, according to the United Nations.
“Who will operate the factories and farms in the 

Europe of the future?” Demographic Bomb
will develop the natural resources? ... Who will care 
for a graying population? A burgeoning elderly popu-
lation combined with a shrinking workforce will lead 
to a train wreck for state pension systems.”

It’s a different kind of train wreck than has been 
predicted since the days of Thomas Malthus. And 
warnings of overpopulation continue: Just a couple of 
weeks ago, the Royal Society of Great Britain issued a 
report saying unchecked population growth is speed-
ing climate change and dooming many countries to 
poverty.

Unless birth rates are lowered sharply through vol-
untary family-planning programs the population 
could reach an unsustainable 11 billion people by 2050, 
says the report, prepared by 42 specialists in environ-
mental science, economics and demography.

Where Are the Children?
World Is ‘Running Out of People,’ Documentary Warns

Baucus Bill
‘Falls Short’

Acorn’s Fall?

View From the House

REP. BART STUPAK

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10
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Benedict to England
The Times of London reported 
that Pope Benedict will make an 
apostolic voyage to England in 
September 2010. 
Briefs, page 2 

Vatican Visitation
Questions about member-
ship, living arrangements, the 
ministries in which members 
participate and spiritual life are 
included in a questionnaire to 
congregations of women reli-
gious in the United States. 
Nation, page 3

Honors for Bishop
A Chinese bishop who lived 

under government surveillance 
and faced offi cial pressure, even 
in his retirement, was permitted 
a public funeral. 
World, page 4

Middle East Confab
Pope Benedict announced that 
he was convening a Synod of 
Bishops for the Middle East to 
be held in October of 2010. 
Vatican, page 5

Unity at the Beginning
Orthodox Archbishop Hilarion cel-
ebrated Divine Liturgy in a Roman 
catacomb and invoked the fi rst 
Christians, who preserved unity 
in the face of persecution.
Vatican, page 5

“If it becomes law, H.R. 3200 will be the health 
policy for the United States. The policy 

regarding public funding for abortion will no 
longer be found in annual appropriations bills, 

but in H.R. 3200. That means public funding for 
abortion will be allowed — and under public 

options: At least one dollar of your money will 
go to supplement reproductive rights or 

abortion services.”  
—  R E P .  B A R T  S T U P A K ,  I N  P E R S O N ,  P A G E  1 0

Congress Follows 

BY TIM DRAKE
REGISTER SENIOR WRITER

WASHINGTON — A con-
gressman from New York recently 
introduced a bill called the 
Respect for Marriage Act, win-
ning support from an initial 90 co-
sponsors. Advocates speak about 
the “immorality” of the situation 
the legislation seeks to address.

But rather than seeking to pro-
tect the traditional definition of 
marriage as a union of one man 
and one woman, the bill, H.R. 
3567, would completely eliminate 
the Defense of Marriage Act, 
which allows states to define mar-
riage as a legal union between one 
man and one woman. 

In addition to repealing Doma, 
the Respect for Marriage Act 
would require federal recognition 

Is Doma 
Doomed?

Marriage 
Under Attack in 

Congressional and 
Legal Action

CONTINUES ON PAGE 12

Abortion Mandates 
In Health-Care 
Reform Bills

 Jim Young / Reuters

acorn.org

last week. Since we’ve been back 
this week, I’ve spoken with the 
House leadership and those who 

acronym, Acorn. 
There will be no more Catholic 

money going Acorn’s way, Ralph 
McCloud, head of the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development, told 
the Register. “We have no relation-
ship with Acorn and no intentions 
of funding them at any 
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WASHINGTON — Several 
Republican senators are pushing to 
limit taxpayer funding of abortion 
and federal support for assisted sui-
cide as part of the newest health-
reform proposal.

The efforts of abortion and 
euthanasia opponents came as the 
Senate Finance Committee began to 
consider more than 500 amend-
ments the week of Sept. 21 to a new 
bill, America’s Healthy Future Act, 
which seeks to become the only 
bipartisan approach to overhauling 
the nation’s health-care system.

The bill’s sponsor, Sen. Max 
Baucus, D-Mont., sought to avoid 
some of the controversies that other 
major health-reform proposals have 
generated in areas such as abortion 
by saying his measure would not 
change “the status quo” on the 
issue. 

However, Sen. Chuck Grassley 

of Iowa, the panel’s ranking Repub-
lican, criticized many of the plan’s 
key components and said the bill 
falls short in preventing the use of 
taxpayer funding for abortion.

“On abortion, despite commit-
ments made by the president and 
[Health and Human Services] Sec-
retary Sebelius, this bill does not 
follow the longstanding principle 
that federal funds should not be 
provided for elective abortions,” 
Grassley said during the committee 
review of the bill. “Instead, federal 
funds would end up subsidizing 
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SALT LAKE CITY — In Europe, town squares are 
shown emptying of people. In China, children vanish 
from playground swings. In America, acres of new 
homes go unsold.

These are some of the compelling images from the 
2008 documentary Demographic Winter and its sequel Demographic Winter and its sequel Demographic Winter
of this spring, Demographic Bomb, signaling the 
decline in the world’s population.

It’s a decline already begun in parts of Europe and 
Japan.

Director Rick Stout and producer Barry McLerran 
argue that contrary to conventional wisdom, the 
world is running out of people, especially young 
ones. 

And while the world’s population will rise until 
2050 — to 9.2 billion people (mainly due to people liv-
ing longer) — after that it will begin an ever-steepen-
ing decline that includes Africa, the Americas and 

Asia, according to the United Nations.
“Who will operate the factories and farms in the 

Europe of the future?” Demographic Bomb
will develop the natural resources? ... Who will care 
for a graying population? A burgeoning elderly popu-
lation combined with a shrinking workforce will lead 
to a train wreck for state pension systems.”

It’s a different kind of train wreck than has been 
predicted since the days of Thomas Malthus. And 
warnings of overpopulation continue: Just a couple of 
weeks ago, the Royal Society of Great Britain issued a 
report saying unchecked population growth is speed-
ing climate change and dooming many countries to 
poverty.

Unless birth rates are lowered sharply through vol-
untary family-planning programs the population 
could reach an unsustainable 11 billion people by 2050, 
says the report, prepared by 42 specialists in environ-
mental science, economics and demography.

Where Are the Children?
World Is ‘Running Out of People,’ Documentary Warns

Baucus Bill
‘Falls Short’

Acorn’s Fall?

View From the House
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“If it becomes law, H.R. 3200 will be the health 
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BY TIM DR AKE

R E G I S T E R  S E N I O R  W R I T E R

OMAHA, Neb. — Serra Interna-

tional is using the Year for Priests to 

tackle the laity’s role in promoting 

vocations to religious life. More 

than 530 Serrans, several bishops 

and many priests gathered in Omaha 

for the group’s 67th International 

Convention Aug. 27-30, which 

focused on the theme “The Role of 

Christ’s Lay Faithful.”

“No one offers more support and 

encouragement for vocations than 

Serra,” said the host, Archbishop 

George Lucas of Omaha, about the 

organization, which was founded 75 

years ago. “The genius of Serra is 

that it’s founded in prayer.”

Serra has as its mission to foster 

and promote vocations to the minis-

terial priesthood, to support priests 

in their ministry, to encourage and 

affirm vocations to consecrated life, 

and to assist its members in grow-

ing in holiness.

Des Moines, Iowa, Bishop Rob-

ert Pates presented the landscape 

from which vocations are cur-

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

BY RICH DALY

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

WASHINGTON — One aspect of 

the health-care reform legislation is a 

deal killer, as far as some family 

groups are concerned.

A low-profile provision within the 

1,000-plus-page health-care overhaul 

bill in Congress is so controversial to 

some family-rights groups that they 

have opposed the overall health-care 

bill because the visitation program is 

included.
The provision would create the 

first federally funded program for 

home visits of expectant mothers and 

families with children under 6. 

Home visitation programs, which 

have existed in various forms for sev-

eral decades, have received funding 

from state and local governments and 

private entities. The programs have 

functioned with a variety of pur-

poses, but they are frequently touted 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9
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Newt Gingrich, former speaker 

of the House of Representatives, 

was received into the Catholic 

Church on March 30 at St. Joseph’s 

Church in Washington.

It was his experience of being 

with Pope Benedict XVI in Wash-

ington last spring that led to his 

final decision to become Catholic.

Gingrich founded the nonparti-

san think tank American Solutions. 

He and his wife, Callista Gingrich, 

have produced public-policy docu-

mentaries. Their new film, Redis-

covering God in America, Part II, 

will be released this month. 

Gingrich spoke with the Regis-

ter’s senior writer, Tim Drake, from 

his office in Washington.

Where are you from originally?

I was born in Harrisburg, Pa., 

and lived in central Pennsylvania 

until I was 10 years old. My dad was 

in the Army and had been in Korea. 

I had a classic Army brat back-

ground. We spent time in Kansas, 

France and Germany. In March 

1960, we arrived at Fort Benning, 

and I became a Georgian.

I have four younger sisters. My 

mother was a stay-at-home mom, 

but did work full time after my 

Speaking for a 

Catholic Civilization

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“I’ve been surprised by the number of people who have walked up 

to me and said, ‘Welcome home.’”

— FORMER SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE NEWT GINGRICH, ON HIS BECOMING CATHOLIC, PAGE 10

Too Young

Health Service rules in the U.K. 

state that babies should not 

be given intensive care if they 

are born at less than 22 weeks. 

Sarah Capewell’s baby missed 

that cutoff by two days. 

Briefs, page 2 

Modern Slaves

Traffi cking in people is the fast-

est-growing source of profi t for 

criminal enterprises worldwide. 

Briefs, page 2 

‘Good Track Record’

The New York State Catholic 

Conference’s voice will be 

heard in a same-sex “marriage” 

court case. 
Nation, page 3

Maintains Innocence

DNA tests conducted at the 

behest of a suspended Toledo diocesan priest have failed to 

clear him in the 1980 murder of a Mercy sister. 

Nation, page 3

Be Faithful

Even while Church communities in Brazil are experiencing a 

lack of priests, bishops must work toward guaranteeing an 

adequate formation of seminarians, Pope Benedict XVI said. 

Vatican, page 5

Mission Zeal

Pope Benedict XVI 

asked Catholics 

to give gener-
ously this year 

to the Church’s 

missionary agen-

cies, saying that 

young church 
communities need 

the funding at a 

time of economic 

crisis. Vatican, 

page 5

WAITING. A 6-year-old boy at Capital Area Pediatrics offi ce in Ashburn, Va., waits to see a doctor. REUTERS/Hyungwon Kang

BY STE VE WE ATH E RBE

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

WASHINGTON — There is as much debate 

about health-care reform among Catholics as 

there is in the nation at large.

And, as Congress returned from its August 

recess to face the monumental task of crafting a 

health-insurance reform bill and gain consen-

sus, individual bishops entered the debate, join-

ing the national bishops’ conference, which has 

been speaking out for some time.

Some are asserting that there is a right to 

health care, and others are criticizing proposals 

for heavy-handedness and violation of the “sub-

sidiarity principle.” 

Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, 

Kan., and Bishop Robert Finn of Kansas City-St. 

Joseph, Mo., warned in a Sept. 1 statement, for 

example, that centralized health-insurance pro-

posals would contradict the Church’s “subsid-

iarity” teaching that governments should not 

interfere in or supplant private and local efforts 

to meet social needs and, thus, “never doing for 

others what they can do for themselves.”

The bishops speak not of a right to health 

care itself, but “the right of every individual to 

access health care” and argue that this “does not 

necessarily suppose an obligation on the part of 

the government to provide it.” 

Bishop R. Walter Nickless of Sioux City, 

Iowa, meanwhile, explained in a column on the 

website of the Diocese of Sioux City that the 

“natural right” of health care is the “divine 

bounty of food, water, and air without which all 

of us quickly die.”

“This bounty comes from God directly,” 

Bishop Nickless wrote. “None of us can morally 

Whose Health Care Is It? 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 10

‘Right’ to Care and Subsidiarity Seen as 

Sticking Points in Debate

Vocational 
Voltage
Serra Tackles 

Religious Call Issue 

In Year for Priests

REUTERS/Nacho Doce

‘Voluntary’ Visitation Program 

Draws Family Fire

Home-Invasion Threat

BY WAYN E L AUGE S E N

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

COLUMBUS, 

Ga. — In spite of a 

news report that 

Maryknoll Father 

Roy Bourgeois 

has confirmed 

that he has been 

excommunicated, 

the priest says he 

just does not know.

Best known for his ongoing pro-

tests at the Western Hemisphere 

Institute for Security Cooperation, 

formerly the School of the Ameri-

cas, Father Bourgeois also advo-

cates ordination of women as 

priests.
The Congregation for the Doc-

trine of the Faith sent the priest a 

letter last Oct. 21 stating that he had 

30 days to recant his “belief and 

public statements that support the 

ordination of women in our Church, 

or [he] will be excommunicated.” 

The letter followed his participa-

tion last summer in a ceremony 

attempting to ordain women.

Waiting for 
An Answer

CONTINUES ON PAGE 9
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Maryknoll Priest 
Confused on

Excommunication

Rep. Jim McDermott, D-Wash. 

REUTERS/Larry Downing LSD

Amit Dave/Reuters
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