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Be Holy
During his installation Mass homily on Nov. 20, 
Bishop James Conley, the new bishop of Lincoln, 
Neb., stressed the need for holiness, reported 
EWTN News. 
“My brother bishops, there is nothing more 
important for a bishop than the care of souls,” 
he said. “If the Church is to flourish in the world 
today, if the New Evangelization is to really take 
root, if we are to truly build a culture of life, holi-
ness must begin with us.”
Bishop Conley also had a message for the laity: 
“Your greatest vocation is to holiness. Your holi-
ness can transform the world.”

Umbert the Unborn by Gary CanGemi

Facts of Life Why Do Catholics ... ?
What is a good prayer for the 
Christmas season? 
EWTN.com offers a “Christmas Anticipation Prayer”: 

“Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of God was 
born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in the 
piercing cold.
“In that hour, vouchsafe, I beseech thee, O my God, to hear my prayer 
and grant my desires,  
[here mention your request] through the merits of our Savior Jesus 
Christ and of his blessed Mother. Amen.”

Christmas songs, such as Silent Night, are also prayers. The BBC has 
reported on its Catholic origins:
“Father Joseph Mohr wrote his six-stanza poem Stille Nacht! Heilige 
Nacht! in 1816, when he was assigned to a pilgrim church in Mariapfarr, 
Austria. Two years later, after a transfer to St. Nicholas Church in Ober-
ndorf, Austria, the Catholic priest decided he wanted his poem set to mu-
sic. On Dec. 24, 1818, he asked his friend Franz Gruber to create a melody 
and guitar accompaniment. The two men sang the carol at Christmas 
Mass in St. Nicholas Church, with Father Mohr playing his guitar and the 
choir repeating the last two lines of each verse.”

Silent night, holy night. 
All is calm; all is bright.
’Round yon virgin, 
mother and Child. 
Holy infant, so tender 
and mild. 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night. 
Shepherds quake at the 
sight. 
Glories stream from 
heaven afar. 
Heav’nly hosts sing, 
“Alleluia.” 
Christ the Savior is born. 
Christ the Savior is born.
Silent night, holy night. 
Son of God, love’s pure 
light. 
Radiant beams from thy 
holy face. 
With the dawn of re-
deeming grace. 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

Have you always wondered about some aspect of the faith? Or maybe 
you’d like to know some trivia about Pope Benedict. If you do, email 
us your question at editor@ewtn.com and look for the answer in an 
upcoming issue.
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Celebrate Jesus, 
Joy of the World

Children’s Book Picks for Christmas
By Ke rry C r awford an d  

PatriCia a . C r awford

L
ast Christmas, Pope Benedict XVI greeted children at the Vatican by sharing special words with them: 
“My Christmas wish for you is that, when you make your Nativity scenes, you imagine you are saying 
to Jesus: ‘Come into my life, and I will listen to you always.’” In inviting Jesus into their lives, the Pope 
said, children will discover a great Friend, a Friend whom they will meet in prayer, among others and 

in the Gospel message.  
These books celebrate that Friend and the spirit of generosity and joy for which Christmastime — Jesus’ 

birthday — is known.

The Friendly Beasts 
Illustrated by Anna Vojtech
Performed and narrated by 
rebecca St. James
Zonderkidz, 2012
32 pages and CD, $16.99

Song of the Stars
Written by Sally 
Lloyd-Jones
Illustrated by 
Alison Jay
Zonderkidz, 2011
32 pages, $15.99

“It’s time!  It’s time!” rustle the leaves. Hearing 
the message, the animals glance at the sky. The sky 
shouts it to the seas; the waves roar it to the whales 
that sing it to the starfish. From creature to creature, 
the secret is joyfully shared: On that night of won-
der, a single star pours down light on a small shed. 
Inside, animals gather around a young mother and 
her infant “sleeping under the stars that he made.” 
The time has come: The world is changed forever. 
Ages 4 and up.

This traditional 12th-century 
carol recalls the gifts the animals — 
a donkey, cow, sheep, camel and 
dove — gave to the Son of God on 
the first Christmas. “Thus every 
beast by some good spell / in the 
stable dark was glad to tell / of the 
gift he gave Emmanuel.” Given from 
the heart, the gifts remind readers 
of the greatest gift given: “Jesus, our 
brother, kind and good.” Excep-
tional illustrations. The accompa-
nying CD features Christian record-
ing artist Rebecca St. James. Ages 4 
and up.

Christmas Is Here
Words from the king James Bible
Illustrated by Lauren Castillo
Simon & Schuster, 2010
32 pages, $12.99

A young family sets off for a 
walk on a snowy evening. A sign 
posted on a tree — “Live Nativity 
Tonight” — directs them to an 
outdoor church pageant. As the 
little boy peers into the manger 
holding the baby, a story within a 
story unfolds. The family and 
readers travel to a different time 
and place. Shepherds are keeping 
watch over their flocks. An angel 
appears, announcing the good 
news: “For unto you is born … a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” 
The text, taken exclusively from 
Luke 2, shortens the distance 
between that first Christmas and 
the Christmas of today, which 
finds the family, at the end, stand-
ing in awe before the Nativity tab-
leau. Ages 3 and up.

We Three Kings
Illustrated by Gennady Spirin
Atheneum, 2007
32 pages, $17.99

American John Henry Hopkins 
Jr., an Episcopalian clergyman, wrote 
the lyrics and music for We Three 
Kings in 1857. More than 150 years 
later, Gennady Spirin celebrates the 
Wise Men’s journey following the 
“star of wonder.” “Wonder” not only 
describes the star leading to the “per-
fect light,” but also Russian-born Spi-
rin’s exquisite art. Realistic detail 
defines the bejeweled kings making 
their way across the desert astride 
camels, elephants and horses. At the 
same time, a choir of angels fills the 
dark sky heralding the well-known 
chorus (“O star of wonder, star of 
light / Star with royal beauty bright/ 
Westward leading, still proceeding / 
Guide us to the perfect light”). Ages 
4 and up.

The Crawford sisters 
write from Pittsburgh.

Candy Canes in Bethlehem
Written by Miriam Van Scott
Illustrated by Traci Van Wagoner
Pauline Books, 2012
32 pages, $7.95

Five-year-old Daniel wants to 
help Deacon Matthews set up the 
best manger scene ever. Along the 
way, Daniel’s friends share with 
him their traditions and customs to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. In short 
time, decorations from around the 
world add to the Nativity’s beauty 
and meaning. Daniel’s own contri-
bution is a small candy cane placed 
beside Jesus in the cradle. This 
book illustrates how seemingly sec-
ular holiday symbols can be trans-
formed into signs that Jesus is born 
for all. Ages 6-8.

Christmas in the Trenches
Written by John McCutcheon
Illustrated by Henri Sorensen
Peachtree Publishers, 2006
32 pages and CD, $16.99

The presents have been opened 
and dinner enjoyed, when Thomas 
asks Grandpa to tell him about his 
favorite Christmas. “Why don’t I 
start at the beginning?” the old 
man says. The beginning was 1914, 
when Grandpa was a young, fright-
ened soldier trying to be brave. 
Christmas Eve, like many other 
nights before, would be spent in 
the muddy trenches of war: “No 
Man’s Land,” a field, separated the 
Allied Forces from the German 
soldiers. At first, the voices were 
faint; then they grew louder: “Stille 
nacht, heilige nacht.” The words 
were foreign, but the melody 
familiar. “Silent, holy night,” 
echoed the Allies. In the midst of 
war, on a lonely Christmas Eve, 
peace broke out in what is now 
known as “The Christmas Truce.” 
This fictionalized account of the 
historic event is based on the 
author’s song by the same name. 
Ages 6 and up.

‘For unto you is born 

… a savior, which is 

christ the Lord.’

T his Christmas, give a gift you’ll feel good about giving. Give the gift of 
authentic Catholic reporting with a gift subscription to the National 
Catholic Register! The Register — owned by EWTN — provides 

exclusive news, views and features that will inform and equip your loved ones 
to explain the Church’s stands on today’s social and political events. They won’t 
miss a single opportunity to grow in the faith, bring the joy of Christmas to the 
world and embrace faith-teaching moments with family and friends.

n Give a full-year of the Register (26 issues) for just $49.95 — a savings of 36% 
off the cover price!
n Each additional gift is only $39.95.

If you received this copy of the Register from someone else, 
don’t miss out – subscribe today! The National Catholic 

Register will keep you and your family informed on the 
critical developments and issues impacting our families, our 
nation and our world.

“I’ve read the National Catholic Register for more than 30 
years. It has always been, and it remains, one of the real 

treasures of American Catholic media. For news that matters, 
and for intelligent, articulate, faithfully Catholic commentary, 

the National Catholic Register has no peers.”

— Most Reverend Charles Chaput, Archbishop of Philadelphia 
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BY EDWARD PENTIN
R O M E  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

A
fter five years of scrupulous 
investigations, the Vatican has 
announced that Venerable John 
Paul II will be beatified by Pope 
Benedict XVI on May 1 in St. 

Peter’s Square.
Benedict XVI issued a decree Jan. 14 recog-

nizing the authenticity of a miracle performed at 
the intercession of John Paul II, paving the way 
for the late Pope’s beatification.

In a separate statement, Vatican spokesman 
Father Federico Lombardi announced the cere-
mony will take place on the same day as Divine 
Mercy Sunday. The feast day, which is the cul-
mination of the novena to the Divine Mercy of 
Jesus, was instituted by John Paul II, who died 
on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 2, 2005.

L’Osservatore Romano noted it will be the 
first time in at least 10 centuries that a pope has 
elevated to the altars his immediate predecessor.

The decree follows the approval by theolo-
gians, medical consultors and members of the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints that a 
French nun, Sister Marie Simon Pierre Nor-
mand, was miraculously cured of Parkinson’s 
disease through the intercession of John Paul II.

Sister Marie, a maternity nurse of the Institut 
des Petites Soeurs des Maternites Catholiques, 
was diagnosed with an aggressive form of the 
disease in 2001 — the same illness that afflicted 
John Paul II. She and her religious order prayed 
to the late Pope in 2005, and one night in June of 
that year she felt an urge to write, even though 
the disease had rendered her too weak and 
exhausted to write legibly.

“It was between 9:30 and 9:45pm,” she 
recalled at a press conference in 2007. “It was as 
if I heard a little voice say to me: ‘Take your pen 
and write.’” She said that to her great astonish-
ment, “the writing was very legible.”

Sister Marie went to bed early, but by 4:30am 
she was awake again, “amazed” she had been able 
to sleep. “I jumped straight out of bed, because my 
body was no longer rigid and painful. I was not 
the same as before.” She then went straight to the 
chapel, where “a great peace” and a “sensation of 
well-being” enveloped her. “Since then, I have not 
taken any treatment. My life has completely 
changed — it was like a second birth for me,” she 
explained. “I was sick, and now I am cured.”

In an interview with Vatican Radio Jan. 14, 
Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congre-

Quote of the Week

“Being sure that 
the Church’s voice 

is heard clearly 
and accurately has 

always been the 
core of EWTN’s 

mission. Continuing 
the tradition of the 
Register gives us 
another means to 

carry out our mission 
of service to the 

Church.” 
— Michael Warsaw, the network’s 

president and chief executive 
off icer, about the sale of the 

Register to EWTN

Chasing Satan
What being an exorcist really 
entails.
Story, page 12

Modeling Virtue
Meet model-turned-chastity 
speaker Leah Darrow.
Culture of Life, page B6

BY JEFF GARDNER
R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — 
During the week of the first anni-
versary of the earthquake in Haiti, it 
was difficult to tell that the disaster 
struck the country one year ago.

While the streets of Port-au-
Prince have been mostly cleared of 
rubble left by the magnitude 7.0 
quake that killed some 200,000 Hai-
tians, block after block of the city is 
ruined. There is almost no recon-
struction under way, or even 
removal of imploded buildings and 
toppled utility poles. 

The roads of Port-au-Prince are 
a mind-bending maze of crater-
sized holes and mounds of garbage, 
making them nearly impassible to 
any vehicle except four-wheel drive 
trucks, SUVs or the large, white 
United Nations transports. 

Islanders have been battling an 
outbreak of cholera in the wake of 
the disaster, apparently with little 
success. The World Health Organi-
zation said last week that the epi-
demic, which has already claimed at 
least 3,600 lives, has not yet reached 
its peak.

Considering the lack of progress 
over the past 12 months, it is under-
standable that Haitians are con-
fused and even discouraged by what 
they see.

Nearly one and a half million 
Haitians lost their homes to the 
quake and are now, like 23-year-old 
Jen-Baptist and her 16-day-old baby 
girl Malika, crammed into innumer-
able tent-and-makeshift-shelter set-
tlements found everywhere in Port-
au-Prince.

Sitting outside her wood-framed 
tarp shelter across the street from 
the imploded National Palace, her 

BY TIM DR AKE
R E G I S T E R  S E N I O R  W R I T E R

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Eighty-
three years after its debut in Den-
ver, and 15 years after its purchase 
by the Legionaries of Christ, the 
National Catholic Register is being 
acquired by the world’s largest reli-
gious media network, the Eternal 
Word Television Network (EWTN). 
The sale, finalized at the end of Jan-

uary, marks the third time in the 
newspaper’s history that a new 
owner has stepped forward to pre-
serve and expand the newspaper’s 
service to the Church.

Under the terms of the transac-
tion, no cash will be exchanged 
between the parties. EWTN will 
take over the ongoing operational 
expenses of the Register and will 
assume the paper’s future subscrip-

tion liabilities.
“I am very pleased and excited 

that the Register will now be a part 
of the EWTN family,” said Michael 
Warsaw, the network’s president and 
chief executive 
officer. “All of us 
at EWTN have 
great respect for 
the Register and 
the role it has played throughout its 
history. It’s a tremendous legacy that 
deserves to not only be preserved, 
but also to grow and to flourish. I 
believe that EWTN will be able to 

provide the stability that the Regis-
ter needs at this time as well as to 
give it a platform for its growth in 
the years ahead. We’re proud to be 
able to step in and carry on both the 

Register’s name 
and its tradition of 
faithful Catholic 
reporting on the 
issues of the day.”

The need for the providential 
intervention by EWTN was precipi-
tated by what Legionary Father 
Owen Kearns, the Register’s pub-
lisher and editor in chief, described 

as a “perfect storm.” That storm, not 
dissimilar to what has hit most print 
publications, was intensified by ris-
ing publishing and mailing costs, 
and the negative impact on Register 
donations from the downturn in the 
economy, all of which overwhelmed 
the Legion’s ability to continue to 
subsidize the costs of producing the 
newspaper and managing its web-
site.

As of Feb. 1, EWTN will take 
full control and ownership of the 
Register.

JEANNE HEAD was a deliv-
ery room nurse at a New York City 
Catholic hospital helping to bring 
new life into the world on her night 
shift and lobbying against abortion 
by day. That was 40 years ago.

Since fighting the 1970 New 
York state abortion law, she has 
dedicated her life to the cause of 
life. She co-founded the Manhattan 
Right to Life Committee and Birth-

line Hotline in 1972 and the Metro-
politan Right to Life Foundation in 
1987 and has served in a number of 
positions for New York State Right 
to Life Committee. 

She is presently on the board of 
National Right to Life Committee 
and is NRLC’s vice president for 
international affairs and United 
Nations representative. 

On Jan. 22, she received one of 
six Gerard Health Foundation’s 
Life Prizes, which comes with a 

$100,000 stipend. She spoke with 
Register correspondent Stephen 
Vincent.

Where did you grow up, and 
what brought you to New York?

I was born in Selby, S.D., and 
grew up in different places in the 

Midwest, as my family moved. I 
earned a nursing degree and 
worked in the delivery room in 
Omaha before coming to New York 
in 1965 to pursue an acting career. I 
didn’t get very far with that when I 
got sidetracked with the pro-life 
movement, when New York state 
was trying to pass the most liberal 
abortion law in the nation. I wasn’t 
connected to anyone in the pro-life 
movement, so I tried to stop it on 
my own and to get people involved. 
I sent telegrams to my representa-
tives. I really didn’t imagine that it 
would pass, so it was shocking and 
devastating when it passed by only 

BY JAMES KELLY 
R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

LONDON — The first Anglican 
ordinariate has been canonically 
established in England. John Broad-
hurst, Andrew Burnham and Keith 
Newton, having resigned their posi-
tions as bishops in the Church of 
England and having been received 
into the Catholic Church on New 
Year’s Day, were ordained to the 
Catholic priesthood at Westminster 
Cathedral on Saturday, Jan. 15.

In a statement, Archbishop Vin-
cent Nichols of Westminster said, 
“This is a unique moment, and the 
Catholic community in England 
and Wales is privileged to be play-
ing its part in this historic develop-
ment in the life of the universal 
Church.”

At the beginning of Lent, at least 
35 groups and 50 Anglican clergy 
will enroll as candidates for the 
ordinariate and will be received 
into the Catholic Church at Easter. 
The clergy will then be ordained 
around the time of Pentecost.

The ordinariate will be overseen 
by an “ordinary” who will have, 
according to a statement issued by 
the Bishops’ Conference of England 
and Wales, “similar authority and 
responsibilities in canon law to a 
diocesan bishop.” He will be assisted 
by a governing council of at least six 
priests, whose consent he will need 
to admit a candidate to holy orders 
and erect or suppress an ordinariate 
parish.

The first ordinary will be 
appointed from the three “found-
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