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Battling Boko Haram

The international response to the fundamentalist
Muslim terrorist organization spurred the
government of Nigeria into action to recover
more than 200 kidnapped young girls.
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Francis the Uniter

Vatican, page 6

Approximately 10,000 worshippers from Israel,
Palestine and beyond braved heightened security
in Bethlehem to join Pope Francis for Mass.

Summer Reading

Books on conversion, fatherhood, the faith and
renewal top the Register’s recommendations.

Books, page 11

JORDANIAN PRIDE. A young girl holds a photo of Pope Francis and Jor-
dan’s King Abdullah Il as Jordanians and Christians from various nationali-
ties and denominations congregate at Amman’s International Stadium to
wait for Pope Francis to celebrate Mass on May 24. AP photo/Raad Adayleh

Pope Francis in the Holy Land
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BY JOAN FRAWLEY DESMOND
L SENIOR EDITOR

he key moments of Pope Francis’

pilgrimage to the Holy Land con-

firmed that history and geogra-

phy often constrain efforts to

overcome long-standing con-
flicts, and those same moments also show-
cased the power of symbolic actions that can
touch hearts and revitalize high-wire diplo-
macy.

Experts are skeptical about whether the pil-
grimage will yield concrete successes, espe-
cially in the wake of the failed U.S.-led peace
talks between Israel and Palestine.

Still, many applauded the Pope for extend-
ing an invitation to President Abbas and Israeli
President Simon Peres to join him for a joint
prayer service in the Vatican — an invitation
the two leaders accepted and which was sched-
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ANTICIPATION. A young boy holds a
green balloon as he waits in Manger
Square for Pope Francis to celebrate
Mass on May 25 in Bethlehem, West
Bank. llia Yefimovich/Getty Images
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A Glimpse of Unity Amid Deep Divisions

uled for June 8, Pentecost Sunday.

But even as the global media focused on
Pope Francis’ outreach to Jews and Muslims —
from his visit to the Western Wall to his stop at
the Dome of the Rock — his call for dialogue as
a path to unity was primarily directed to his
fellow Christians.

“The Pope’s main theme was unity, against
various divisions: unity in the Christian Church
and overcoming the division between Roman
Catholics and the Orthodox faithful; unity
between Christians and Jews and among
believers of all faiths; and unity among those
who live in the region,” said Joseph Wood, who
teaches at the Institute of World Politics in
Washington and has published extensively on
U.S. foreign-policy issues.

Indeed, the central purpose of Pope Fran-
cis’ trip was to meet with Patriarch Bar-
tholomew I of Constantinople to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of the landmark
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SOLIDARITY. At left, Pope Francis embraces Israeli President Shimon Peres
upon his arrival at Ben Gurion International Airport. Above, the Holy Father
kisses the hands of a Holocaust survivor May 26 during his visit to the Yad
Vashem Holocaust Museum in Jerusalem. AP photos/Sipa

meeting between Pope Paul VI and Patriarch
Athenagoras.

This time, Pope Francis and Patriarch Bar-
tholomew made history at the Church of the
Holy Sepulcher, where they led an ecumenical
prayer service for Catholics and Orthodox that
served as a powerful testimony of Christian
unity and a sign of solidarity for the region’s
beleaguered Christians.

“So my meeting with His Holiness Bar-
tholomew, beloved brother in Christ, was the
highlight of the visit,” Pope Francis explained
during a May 28 papal audience in St. Peter’s
Square, where he seemed intent on advancing
the mission of his pilgrimage.

The festering divisions between Christians,
he said, make “my heart sick.” Yet, while kneel-
ing in prayer with Patriarch Bartholomew
before the tomb of Jesus, “we heard the strong
voice of the Good Shepherd, of the Risen One
who wants us to all be one.”

RELAXED MOMENT. Israeli soldiers
pose for a photo before a welcome
ceremony for Pope Francis at Ben
Gurion International Airport on May
24, Sipa via AP Images

PILGRIMS AND FRIENDS.
At left, Pope Francis prays
at the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher May 25 in Jeru-
salem. Amos Ben Gershom GPO/
Pool/NurPhoto/Sipa USA Below,
Rabbi Abraham Skorka
(second from left) and the
rabbi of the Western Wall,
Shmuel Rabinovitz (l), leave
the Western Wall compound
with Pope Francis after the
Holy Father prayed there

on May 26. Rabbi Skorka
and the Pope are longtime
friends from Francis’ days
as archbishop of Buenos
Aires, Argentina. Lior Mizrahi/
Getty Images

4+ A Voice UNDEFEATED - Collin Raye

The famous country singer tells his remarkable, inspiring
story of faith, struggle, suffering, love, and triumph in
the midst of tragedy. Includes bonus DVD.

“Collin’s story is a powerful witness of how the good- -

ness of God can work miracles in anyone’s life.”
—Governor Mike Huckabee
TMYS-H ... Hardcover, $26.95

4+ SOMETHING OTHER THAN GOD

Jennifer Fulwiler

The popular convert and blogger tells the uplifting, hu-
morous story of her spiritual journey from atheism and
materialism to a profound Christian faith.

“This heartfelt book is a lovely account of a spiritual
journey and a charming memoir that will resonate

with readers.” —Dean Koontz, #1 New York Times

SOG-H ... Hardcover, $22.95 L

4 MAKING GAY OKAY - Robert Reilly
A tour de force that covers the full range of issues on how
the rationalization of homosexual behavior is chang-
ing everything in our culture. With insights on how to
reverse the trend and stop this radical revolution.

“If this book does not move you to action, nothing

will.” . . :
—Patrick Fagan, Ph.D., Family Research Council

MAG-H ... Hardcover, $22.95

4+ THE SEVEN BiG MYTHS ABOUT MARRIAGE
Christopher Kaczor, Ph.D.
Appealing to reason rather than religious authority, this
book shows what science, faith, and philosophy teach us
about love and happiness in marriage.

“No other book offers such a clear, winsome ac-

count of marriage and its meaning.”

— Francis Beckwith, Baylor University

HMF-H ... Hardcover, $19.95

4 NON-NEGOTIABLE - Essential Principles of a Just
Society and Humane Culture — Sheila Liaugminas

The Emmy Award-winning journalist goes beyond the
politics of pragmatism and relativism to reacquaint us
with the first principles in our country’s founding docu-
ments, now under attack, that recognize the inherent
dignity and equal rights of all people.

NNEG-H ... Hardcover, $17.95

4 THE LEAVES ARE FALLING - A Nowvel

Lucy Beckett

A powerful story about a Polish-Jewish survivor of World
War II who becomes an English bookseller, and about the
death at Katyn Forest in 1940 of his father, a doctor in the
Polish army, and other victims of WWII atrocities. A story
of faith and disbelief, grace and truth, and the nature of
love in a season of desolation.

LEFA-H ... Hardcover, $19.95

4 THE EAR OF THE HEART — An Actress’s Journey from
Hollywood to Holy Vows — Mother Dolores Hart, O.S.B
The amazing story of how a beautiful, successful young
actress stunned Hollywood, leaving fame and fortune to
enter a contemplative monastery to become a Benedictine
nun. Lavishly illustrated with photos.

LH-H ... Hardcover, $24.95

4 THE RISING - A Novel - Robert Ovies
When a nine-year-old boy prays for a
deceased friend at a wake, and she comes to life, a
firestorm ensues that causes his parents to scramble to
find a way to protect him from desperate individuals, the
media, and government agencies.

“Impossible to forget. Works like this do not come

along very often.”

—Michael Coren, Author, Radio & TV Host
RIS-H ... Hardcover, $19.95
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Irondale,AL 35210
editor@ewtn.com
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your feedback. Mention which item
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and issue date. Please include

your name, hometown and phone
number. Address letters to:

Letters to the Editor
Attn: Editor
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